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Ho, ho, ho! 
Saddam gives 
Santa a visa 


Santa Claus is coming to town. Baghdad, that is. 
Andrew Marshall hitches along on the Mother of All 
Sleigh Rides. 


He has been on some tricky missions before, exploring the 
darker recesses of people’s central heating systems, overdosing 
on dodgy sherry, covering the entire globe in one night aid- 
ed only by a few grumpy elves. But this could be his tough- 
est job yet For Santa Gaus is due to fly into Iraq on Christmas 
Day. • 

The visit has been cleared with the United Nauons Sanc- 
tions Committee, and with the Iraqi authorities. It has been 
co-ordinated by an Icelandic charity. Peace 2000. Santa will 
be taking gifts, food and medicine for Iraqi children hit by 
UN sanctions since the 1990-91 Gulf War. 

Thor Magnusson of Peace 2000, which is organising the 
nip, says that Santa is a non-political figure who can bring 
a message of peace and goodwill to Mu s l ims and Christians 
alike. “We are *ign appealing for a peaceful solution in the 
Middle East, hoping that leaders will get together to stop the 
suffering of children," he said. 

It is uncertain how this message will go down in Bagh- 
dad. Peace and goodwill have not exactly been seasonal 
favourites in Iraq under Saddam Hussein. Nor is he normally 
that comfortable with cheery bearded fellows. They look a 
little, well. Iranian, which is wiry most of Saddam's close 
Colleagues choose a moustache only. 

Despite Mr Magnusson ’s firm faith in Santa, he is ap- 
parently unhappy to rely on the traditional sleigh and rein- 
deer. Instead, Peace 2000 has chartered a Russian cargo 
aircraft. The group said it still had to ensure that the plane 
would be in Reykjavik on time for Santa’s planned takeoff 
on Wednesday. 

“We think everything will work out, we're sorting out the 
final details, "said Mr Magnusson. He told Reuters the Ice- 
landic embassy in New York had said that a UN sanctions 
committee had approved the flight, despite severe restrictions 
on Chilian aircraft over Iraq. Baghdad had also given approval 

be added. . . 

There is also a no-fly zone over southern and northern 
Iraq, policed by US fighters, which forbids all feed-wing air- 
craft. It is unclear, according to the United Nations, whether 
this also covers reindeer-powered craft 

There was no word from Peace 2000 as to what, if any- 
thing, they had chosen to put into Saddam’s slocking. (Tele- 
tubbies electric cattle prod? Spice Girl gas mask?) Saddam 
will presumably, be spending the festive season with hxs fam- 
ily - or what is left of it; his close relatives have tended to 
come to unhappy ends. 

Twas the night before Christmas, and all through Baghdad, 
The parents were sombre, the children were sad. 

Festive spirit was missing. Alas and alack, 

Santa Claus wasn't coming to visit Iraq. 

For to north and to south was a tight no-fly zone. 

So no Santa Claus for one nation alone. 

But a kindly Icelander called Thor Magnusson, 

Decided Iraq deserved some festive fun. 

He called up Saddam, and the Sanctions Committee, 

And for once everyone showed some heart and some pity. 
They let him go in with some food and some toys 
To bring some good cheer to the girls and the boys. 

So Santa was cleared for his Middle East flight, 

And he called to his reindeer outside in the night: 

“Come Dormer, come Blitzen, come Clinton and Bush! 
Come Thatcher and Major!" And then, with a rush, 

He took to the skies, in his special Stealth Sleigh, 

; ~ And with fuii fighter escort, he went on his way. 

— Andrew Marsha// 
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MoD cries poverty over 
rises for low-paid staff 

The Ministry of Defence is demanding a blanket 
exempripn-from having to pay the minimum wage to its 
staff. Dfcspfte spending £16bn on 232 Eurofighters, 
defence ministers are arguing that they cannot afford to 
upgrade the pay of 300 low-paid workers. Page 4 

Calming influence 

Afedth guide on how to keep your «>oM > 
seU^fcSk this Christmas. The U* »y 

"Paut YWsbn, an Australian advertising executive, 
Tr&swU 3in by 4in and contains fewer than 
l.066*~«jrds,yet it has sold 33.000 copies .n the 

and is likely to end up as the top seller of 

theyeafiPage 6 

Kids check out Santa 

^ tar'Sdi The^bys 
in America and executes say it is likely » 

In Britain soon. Page 6 



5!f!S?!^!entT!ellers trying to Lp warm in New Delhi yesterday Bitter cold in northern India has kilted 30 people, six in the dty 


Photograph: AP/Saurabh Das 


IRA prisoners will leave 
Britain next month 
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Seven IRA prisoners held 
in British jails are to be 
moved to the Irish 
Republic in a move which 
will please Sinn Fein but 
may increase Unionist 
disillusionment with the 
peace process. Our 
Ireland correspondent 
says the development 
follows yesterday’s 
release on Christmas 
leave of Patrick Magee, 
serving life for the 
Brighton bombing 

It is understood the transfer of 
the seven republicans has been 
approved and will take place in 
the new year. Il is the latest in 
a series of transfers to both 
Northern Ireland and the 
Republic. It is believed that 
all those wishing to transfer to 
Northern Ireland will by 
then have had their requests 
granted. 

Even before the news of 
the latest transfers became 
known, loyalist representatives 
were warning of “severe alien- 
ation’’ among the Protestant 
population which they said 
could threaten both the talks 
process and the loyalist cease- 
fire. Meetings between the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern 
Ireland. Mo Mowlam, and two 
key loyalist parties appeared to 
have had little immediate effect 
in soothing ruffled feathers and 
allaying their concerns. 

Rather, a loyalist prisoner 
being released from the Maze 
on Christmas parole announced 
that Ulster Defence Association 
(UDA) inmates were reviewing 
their support for the “faltering 
peace process. Billy Adams, 
complained of “appeasement 
and constant concessions to 
Sinn Fein / IRA" . 

He added: “"We have wit- 
nessed government concessions 
to republicans on all fronts, be 
it a reduction in security levels 
or the erosion of our political 
and cultural identity. Where is 
the parity' of esteem for loyal- 
ist prisoners? 



Patrick Magee leaves the Maze prison yesterday to start 
his 10 days’ Christmas leave Photograph: Bn an Little 


BY DAVID McKITTRICK 


He was speaking as around 
160 prisoners, including loyal- 
ists. republicans and others, 
were released over Christmas 
for 10 days, a longer period than 
usual. Among those released 
was Patrick Magee, who was 
jailed for life for the Brighton 
bomb attack which in 1984 
killed five people at the Con- 
servative Party conference and 
which narrowly missed assassi- 
nating Margaret Thatcher. He 
is among those who have al- 
ready been transferred from 
England to Northern Ireland. 

Republicans are by no 
means delighted with the pace 
of movement on the prison is- 
sue. They are pressing for the 
early release of all paramiliun? 
prisoners, describing this as a 
confidence-building measure 
needed to underpin the IRA 
ceasefire. They have also criti- 
cised Dublin for assuring Lon- 


don that transferred prisoners 
will continue to face their full 
sentences. 

Loyalists are aggrieved, how- 
ever. that in terms of prison con- 
cessions they regard republicans 
as being well ahead. Both sides 
arc benefiting from the Christ- 
mas parole while both also 
quality 1 for the increased re- 
mission which was announced 
in 1995. But republicans have 
also benefited from early re- 
leases from prisons in the Irish 
Republic, as well as transfers of 
IRA prisoners from prisons in 
Britain to Northern Ireland 
and the Irish Republic. 

There are no loyalist para- 
militanis held in prison in the 
Republic: if there were, Dublin 
would almost certainly agree to 
their speedy release. Similarly, 
there are no loyalists left in 
British jails who qualify for 
transfer to Northern Ireland. 


This means that only republi- 
cans are benefiting from the re- 
cent relaxation in prison policy. 

While loyalists do not nec- 
essarily disapprove of the trans- 1 
fers and releases in the 
Republic, they feel their pris- 
oners are missing ouL The feel- 
ing of alienation is compounded 
by events in the political arena 
such as the recent meeting in I 
Downing Street between Tony 
Blair and the Sinn Fein I 
president, Gerry Adams. 
Such developments are re- 
garded as clear advances for re- 
publicans and therefore as 
unhelpful to the general 
loyalist cause. 

The authorities will most 
immediately be concerned that | 
the loyalist unrest might result 
in an outbreak of violence 
which could cost lives. Already 
this year loyalist violence has re- 1 
suited in 11 deaths, compared 
to three killings by the IRA. and 
there is an ever-present danger 1 
that a rise in tension might pro- 
duce a resort to the gun by 
either mainstream loyalist 
paramiiitants or breakaway) 
elements. 

The other question is 
whether the Ulster Democratic ! 
party and the Progressive 
Unionists, the two political) 
groupings which represent the ! 
mam paramilitary groups, will 
attend the multi-party talks) 
when they resume at Stormont 
on 12 January. 

Ms Mowlam said yesterday 
that she was concerned at the 
announcement that UDA pris- 
oners would review their atti- 
tude to their ceasefire. In a 
Christmas message, however, 
she declarc± “I am confident 
that an agreement can be 
reached against a background 
of peace on both sides." 

The UDP leader, Gary 
1 McMichael, who met Ms 
Mowlam yesterday, said after - 1 
wards: “There is a growing 
feeling within Unionism and) 
loyal ism that the Government 
is valuing the concerns of na- 
tionalism above those of loyal- 
ism and Unionism. There is a 
need for rapid movement on 
Mo Mowlam’s pan to try and 
retrieve this situation." 


IN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 



IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 




Canard-DuchEne. Champagne sans FormautE. 
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C OLUMN ON E P EOP LE 

Happy left gnome alone 
as garden thieves strike 

It would be a sick and twisted mind that could ever accuse Happy of feeling 
Grumpy but this Christmas the fairytale dwarf could be forgiven for at 
least feeling miserable. 

The 12-inch high gnome has been abandoned by Snow White and the 
other dwarves in a compelling disappearance act that has left police baf- 
fled and a Cheshire family grief-stricken. - 

Statuettes of Snow White, Grumpy. Sleepy, Dopey, Sncezy, Doc and 
Bashful went missing from the front garden of the Connor family home 
in Macclesfield last week. Wrecking the family's plans for a happy-Christ- 
mas, the runaways then sent a card which read: “Missing you an at home, 
from Snow White and her six friends." 

The problem for the Connors is that the card made no mention of whether 
the disappearance was voluntary - there is a shortage of panto characters 
in Cheshire this year - or whether they were kidnapped. 

“At this stage, we just don't know, but I am hoping they will come home 
in time for Christmas.’’ said David Connor, 44. “If you're reading this Snow 
White and the boys - please come home soon. We’ve re-named Happy, 

Lonely." 

Helen Connor, 40. bought the gnomes 12 years ago for her daughter. 




Brains trust: The Mastermind team on their way to defeat by Magdalen College, Oxford 

Youth overcomes experience in quiz challenge 


Feeling blue: Happy has been deserted by his gnome family 

Sharon. Yesterday. Mrs Connor was taking the disappearance personal- 
ly. “Obviously they thought they could get a better Christmas dinner some- 
where else." she said. “At least Happy has stuck by me. 

Cheshire constabulary said they were concerned that the dwarves might 
have been taken against their will. The arrival of the card almost caused 
a major incident room to be set up. “We thought it was a ransom note at 
first." said spokeswoman Brenda Cowling. “We’re taoho-hoping they come 
back under their own steam.* 

The disappearance - and the police’s willingness to join in the fun sur- 
rounding it - demonstrates an apparent lack of more serious crime over 
the holiday period. Many forces are reporting a quieter time than usual. 

“Our crime press phone line is so empty that we’ve had to fill it with 
Christmas carols," said Ms Cowling. “At the moment, we're running-well, 
it had to he - ’Blue. Blue Christmas’." 

If past form is anything to go by, the Connors can expect to receive 
many more cards from the missing gnomes. During the 1980s, there was 
a spate of gnome disappearances which were usually followed by post- 
cards. sent from around the world as the thieves visited various holiday . 
destinations and wrote back as the missing gnomes. ... . ... . f . .. 

On one occasion, however, the episode had a happy ending when tie 
prodigal gnome relumed, his face painted a tanned brown and a little suit- 
case. resplendent in stickers from around the world, stuck to his tiny little 
hand. 

— Steve Boggan. Gnome Affairs Correspondent 


The University Challenge champi- 
ons scored a victory for youth last 
night when they defeated a team 
of Mastermind finalists, proving 
that the decline in educational 
standards is greatly exaggerated. 

In a closely fought contest 
Magdalen College, Oxford, reign- 
ing champions of University Chal- 
lenge. beat the Masterminders by 
260 points to 205. 

The four students have a com- 
bined age of around 90, compared 
with over 170 for their four Mas- 
termind opponents. 

Their triumph over experience 
follows claims that today’s students 
are not as bright as their prede- 
cessors. This suggestion was high- 
lighted by the recent record- 
breaking defeat of New Hall Col- 
lege, Cambridge whose team 
achieved an all-time low score on 
Unii-ersitv Challenge of 35 points. 

It prompted suggestions that 
students in the Sixties and Sevcn- 


STARTER FOR TEN 

I: What is the name for the white 
mesocarp which lines the exocarp 
or rind of marry citrus fruits? 

2i Bom in 1893. which American 
dancer and choreographer created 
die first modem dance technique 
ro provide a significant alternative 
to classical ballet, which was 
intended to "reveal the inner 
man?" 

Q: Which cachedral is unique 
among medieval English cathedrals 
in being planned as a single unit m 
the early English gothic style? 

I: Pi*_h, 2 . Martin. Z’ '■ ’.H. w, 


ties who battled fi»r honour- in the 
original scries hosted by Bnnibor 
Gascoigne had broader and deep- 
er general knowledge. 

But in last night’s showdown. 


Magdalen's students, all from 
state secondary schools, stormed 
ahead to prove they were just as 
brainy as 1 «hOs stude hls. 

Jim Adams, a maths and phi- 
Uvsophy student. Colin Andress 
rending philosophy and ancient 
history, Gwyllini Thcar reading 
English and Alison Reeves, a his- 
liwy student, trumped their op- 
ponents on questions from 
choreography to cathedrals. 

The show's paiducer Peter 
C’.wyn said: “By putting [Mag- 
dalen] against a formidable team 
ol Mastermind finalists. 1 think 
we've demonstrated that the stu- 
dent population is as bright and as 
well-informed as ever." 

The Mastermind team includ- 
ed the winner of the last ever se- 
ries. Anne Ashursu and finalists 
Clare Oekwell. Andrea Weston 
and Colin Cadby, the team's cap- 
lain. The programme ended in 
September after 25 years. 


Mandelson calls time on Dome stage spectacular 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.45 

Italy (lira) 

2.832 

Austria (schillings) 

20.20 

Japan (yen) 

21438 

Belgium (francs) 

59.33 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.32 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.23 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.84 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.02 

Portugal (escudos) 

291.30 

France (francs) 

9.61 

Spain (pesetas) 

242.88 

Germany (marks) 

2-88 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.65 

Greece (drachmei) 

456.63 

Switzerland (francs) 

233 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.48 

Turkey (lira) 

326,048 

Ireland (punts) 

Ul 

USA($) 

1.62 



Source: Thomas Cook 
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Thetbeatrical impresario Sir Cameron Mackintosh 
had a dream. The Minister without Portfolio Peter 
' Mandelson killed it. \ 

.... Sir Cameron, the producer. of . Cam arid Miss 
' Saigon, had been drafted in by Mr Mandelson to the 
team organising the Dome exhibition for the mil- 
lennium. Now Sir Cameron has admitted that his 
grand project has been dropped because it would have 
pawed too expensive. 

The show would have been called About Time 
and would have cost almost a third of the Domes 
entire budget and would have involved 1,000 chil- 
dren. It was intended to seat 12,000 people, spectators 
would have entered into enclosed 1,000-seater seg- 
ments, and in a great coup de theatre the walls would 
have risen to reveal the auditorium in its entirety. 

The cost of construction had been estimated to 
be around £250m. 


Sir Cameron said: "It has proved prohibitive. I 
am sorry it is not going to happen. Bui it is one of 
those chicken and egg situations. You have to do the 
show before you can cost it. 

‘■But l am delightfully free of an extraordinary re- 
sponsibility which was giving me sleepless nights. Now 
l can retire to my croft in Scotland for Hogmanay 
fQQQ." 

He said of the projected show: “It was a spectacular 
with a touch of Back To The Future . It had its roots 
in Britain’s great past and looked to the future. Chil- 
dren were at the heart of it. Its underlying philoso- 
phy was along these lines - what you learn from the 
past is what the new generation has to use to take 
responsibility for the future. It was going to have an 
emotional heart to it. We did not want it to be just 
a technical display." 

— DovkJ lister 


Disney’s magic man earns £1 m pay increase 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in the first half of 1997. 


The Magic Kingdom has again 
waved its wand on Michael Eisner, 
the chairman of the W&Jr Disney 
Company. 

The genius overseeing Mickey 
Mouse, Goofy-and Donald Duck 
has been given a Elm pay rise. This 
follows recent news that he eashed 
in a tranche of eight-year-old 
Disney stock options worth more 
than £300m -a landmark in Amer- 
ican corporate history. 

Mr Eisner. 55, sees his annual 
salary boosted to £b.6m, which is 
his handsome reward for guiding 
the firm through a v ery successful 
year. 

During the past 12 months. 
Disney slock has risen from £42 to 
£60. The once-troubled company 
has had its best year. The films 
division has produced hits such as 
Hercules and there have been sim- 
ilar success stories in cable televi- 
sion and theme parks. 

Under the autocratic control of 
Mr Eisner. Disney has become an 
entertainment giant over the post 



Michael Eisner: Rising stock 


ten years. He has been described 
as “Disney's biggest asset next to 
Mickey Mouse 

Disney lured Mr Eisner away 
from Paramount in IWwhcn Dis- 
ney was in deep trouble after a 
string of had films and had debts. 
He look a modest salary in Hol- 
lywood because of the all-impor- 
tant share options. 

Taking the job on a perfor- 


mance-related basis paid off and 
since joining his earnings total 
£66Gm. 

In April 1994 Mr Eisner as- 
sumed complete management 
control of Whit Disney after Frank 
Wells, who had run the entertain- 
ment group with him for almost a 
decade, was killed in a helicopter 
crash. Three months later Mr 
Einscr had a quadruple heart by- 
pass operation. 

In November of this year. Mr 
Eisner was threatened with a law- 
suit which would have laid bare stu- 
dio accounts. Jeffrey Kalzenberg, 
a workaholic and founder of the 
new Dreamworks studio, filed the 
lawsuit against Disney, his old 
employer. He claimed he was 
owed vast sums for producing the 
$7lMlm hit. The Linn King. 

The dispute turned persona! 
when Mr Eisner refused to pro- 
mote him despite Ml years of loy- 
al and lucrative service. The Feud 
ended in a secret deal. 

— Alexandra Williams 
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Road rage alert as Britofe 
make dash for Christmas 

to flee to warmer climes this ^ traffic janSN&fayi. 
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Heathrow, are expected to be Festive 

The RAC meanwhile, ta-tafiW ***££* afyear. *wS*4 
sion. In-ear rows are more likely ^an ever m ^ ^ 

^The airports will handle huge volumes of gseugas .<W tetoib- 

in. days. Heathrow’s busiest day so far was last Friday- . jSSSS* 

Some MOffO through the^f 

RSOOO^peopleare due through its departure and arrival lounges. < o : 

A 2^ hour strike by customs officers at Gatwick. due 
last night, will not affect travellers. A spokeswoman for the. aupQ^said 
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that the strike, over new work rotas, would cause min i m al disruption. 

The Association of British Travel Agents said yesterday that the high-. ; 

number of people leaving the country for Christmas could be a result of 
the building society windfalls earlier this year. 

Some 400,000 have booked package holidays, withSpain, the Canary 
Islands and the Algarve the most popular destinations. The most favoured*. ^ 

long-haul spots are Florida and the Caribbean, while skiers are travelling 
mainly to France, Austria and Italy. '• - '-. 

On Christmas Day, only two rail services will be running - the Gatwick • 
Express from London Victoria, and the Eurostar train to Pans and Bros- 
sels. The Gatwick Express will also run on Boxing Day, together with Con- . , • * * 
nex South Eastern services and those bn the LTS (London Tilbury and , s 
Southend) line. Normal rail services will Tesume on Saturday , but Ra2-'-.'. - _ 
track said some cancellations were possible because of maintenance work. • •' 

The ferry company Stena will operate three round trips on the Dower - • _ jj- ' - 
to Calais route on Christmas Day. It is carrying 350,000 passengers and /, - ’ • 
75,000 cars on its ferries to Ireland and continental Europe oyer the hoi- ' ' “V 
iday period. 

— Kathy Marks ■ 

Bank staff p I an stri ke 
over festive opening . .. 

Customers at four high street banks could find services disrupted ti$Iay 
as staff walk out in disputes over pay and working hours. • " : .. 

Thousands of members of the Banking Insurance and Finance Union 
at Midland are to stage a 24-hour strike in protest at the bank’s insistence 
on opening this afternoon. In the past the bank has closed early to allow 
employees to prepare for Christmas. 

At Royal Bank of Scotland branches in England and Wales, where em- — 

ployees are stopping work at 1 pm. management is demanding that Christ- '.' : 
mas Eve be regarded as a normal working day from 2000. The bank is . 
offering compensatory time off of one day this year and half a day next • - 
year, but none thereafter. ' * 

Staff at the Yorkshire and Clydesdale banks are taking action today • j 
over salaries. Both banks have imposed performance-related pay rises which 
the union claims will give many staff increases below Che inflation rate 
and others nothing at all. 

EU Sweeney, general secretary of the union, said of the disputes over 
working hours: “Christmas Eve afternoon is a traditional holiday for bank 
staff and we don't accept that it could ever be a normal working day.” 

On the issue of pay. Keith Brookes, the union's assistant secretary, sai d 
hanks were making record profits and could well afford “decent” pay rates. 

“It s no surprise that staff are fighting back,” he said. 

Richard Pulleyn, employee relations manager at Yorkshire Bank, said ' 
the stoppage would have a minimal impact on customer service. He es- 
timated that nine out of 10 branches would be unaffected. The bank said 
ils offer was worth an average rise of 4 per cenL 

At Midland a spokesman argued that only one in 10 staff fevoored fairing • 
normal ^ CJCpecled yirtuall >' ^ branches to be ojJm* 


- 







— Barrie Qement, Labour Editor 
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IN BOXING DAY’S INDEPENDENT 


Moments that made the 
year: our star writers on the 
top stories of 1997 


sports quiz of tbs 
year; and our 
complete guide to 
the sales 


Computer game firms 
accused of inciting 
attacks on gays 


Virgin Interactive's 
European marketing 
director, Louie Beatty, 
recently said: *We never 
brief any agency to go 
away and be 
controversial. That 
would be sad.' Well, if 
urging people to scream 
‘Southern poofs' or 
‘Northern gits’ at 
innocent passers-by isn't 
controversial, what is, 
asks Gore Gamer. 


A billboard campaign which in- 
vites onlookers to shout “South- 
ern poofs” as an invitation to get 
beaten up is being investigated 
by the Advertising Standard 
Authority following complaints 
that if. is homophobic. 

The posters are part of a 
£500,000 nationwide advertising 
gimmick to sell a new comput- 
er game in the week before 
Christmas. A sirapline on the 
top of all 400 posters reads: 
“New 3D Street Fighter EX. 
For the next closest thing , stand 
here and shout ...” Beneath, the 
words “Southern poofs" or 
“Northern gits" are written, 
depending on whether the bill- 
board site is. south or north of 
Birmingham. 

Last night Virgin Interactive, 
which is marketing the game, in- 
sisted that the campaign was a 
joke, designed to give the pub- 
lic a taste of the essence of the 
technology. The terms “South- 
ern poofs’" and “Northern gits” 
were being used *‘as tongue in 
cheek, as common parlance,” 
according to a spokeswoman for 
the company. 

“It : s not meant to offend," 
she said. “It’s not meant to be 
aggressive. That's not what 
we "re -a bout at all ... We like to 



The adverts in Birming- 
ham (top) and Hove, East 
Sussex Photographs: 

Hike Scott/News Team (cop) 
and Andrew Hasson 


think we are marketing in a way 
that is slightly different to our 
competitors. We try to grant 
people a bit of intelligence, 
that they won't take it at face 
value. That they can see the 
joke, see the fun.” 

But some members of the 
gay community have not seen 
the funny side. Tim Teeman, ed- 
itor of The Pink Paper . the na- 
tional newspaper for lesbians 
and gay men, has had calls this 
week from readers upset by the 
advertisement. “Irony or no 
irony, the meaning is lost on 
them. It's presented so aggres- 
sively. It doesn't sound like a 
playful use of the word ‘poof, 
but an aggressive use which is 
a familiar term of anti-gay 
abuse." 

The ASA is investigating 
the advertisement for possibly 
causing “serious or widespread 
offence." The watchdog's code 
states: “Particular care should 
be taken to avoid causing of- 
fence on the grounds of rats, re- 


ligion, sexual orientation or 
disability." 

A spokesman said: “In this 
investigation, we will bear in 
mind that “poor has several 
meanings to different people, 
and even within the gay com- 
munity itself." 

Other current Virgin Inter- 
active campaigns include one 
for the Bladerunner computer 
game which has a taglrne: “J 
wanna get this guy out of my 
hair. Fingernails „. carpet ...” 
above a picture of an ar tificial 
human in the game. Another 
advertisement runs: “It lakes 
guts to do what I do. Theirs." 
For the horror game Resident 
Evil, the line runs: “Contains 
bits of the original. " 

A spokesman for Sony, 
which makes Sony PlayStation, 
the machine on which the Street 
Fighter game is played, said yes- 
terday that the “Southern 
poofs" campaign bad been 
damaging to them. Although 
Sony has nothing to do with the 
manufacturing or marketing of 
Street Fighter games, it has tak- 
en some of (be flak for the ad. 

Liam Hilley wrote to Sony 
complaining about the poster 
outside his bedroom window. 
The term “Southern poofs" is, 
he wrote, “an incitement to ha- 
tred and condones queer bash- 
ing." His partner had bought a 
new PlayStation and a number 
of games for Christmas, but af- 
ter he saw the campaign they 
were duly returned to the shop. 

“I would have thought it bet- 
ter business practice for your 
company to encourage gay men 
to purchase your products," he 
went on. “As gay men without 
family ties my partner and 1 
h3 ve a disposable income in ex- 
cess of £5,000 per month. I am 
not the only one to fed like this. 
My family and friends have de- 
cided to boycott your prod- 
ucts." 



Noteworthy: Edward Burrowes, 12, head chorister at St Pauft in London. This will be his last Christmas at 
the cathedral, with a carol concert today at A pm and midnight mass at II 30pm Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Spam, spam, 
spam, spam., 
er, no more 
spam 


Spam, Spam Spam, Spam, lovely Spam and 
... er, no more Spam. The favourite Mon- 
ry Python meal is under threat. Yesterday 
the last factory in Britain producing the 
much-loved and much-laughed at lun- 
cheon meat has closed. 

The Newforge factory in Liverpool has 
shut with the loss of 140 jobs after 40 years 
of producing Spam under licence for a US 
company, the Hormel Food Corporation. 
The Spam for afl of Europe wall now be pro- 
duced in Denmark instead. 

Spam, which took its name from its in- 
gredients of shoulder pork and ham, first 
entered the national consciousness as 3 con- 
venience food 60 years ago. 

It became known as the soldier's food 
during the Second World War and formed 
almost a daily part of servicemen's rations 
because it was convenient, easy to digest 
and contained protein. But for civilians also, 
it was often the only meat available in 
wartime Britain and was indispensable un- 
til rationing ended in 1954. 

But it was the Monty Python team that 
immortalised Spam in British minds. In one 
classic sketch John Geese. Michael Palin 
er al dressed as Vikings to sing the Spam 
Song (Lyrics: “Spam, Spam, Spam, Spam, 
lovely Spam, wonderful Spam"). 

“1 don’t think we ever got permission 
from the company. We just went ahead," 
said Michael Palin. “In the end the Spam 
people were very keen and promised io send 
us several tins of free Spam. We said: ‘No, 
that's all right. Thanks anyway 

The managing director of Newforge, 
Malcolm Johnson, said be was bitterly dis- 
appointed at losing the licence after in- 
vesting £lim in new machinery at the 
factory over the last 18 months. 

Mr Johnson said: “The staff have been 
magnificent They have worked hard right 
up to the last day, hoping something would 
come up. But it hasn't ... 1 have pleaded 
with Hormel-but they would not budge." 

In recent years, the factory churned out 
12 million of the 60p cans a year with an 
annual turnover of approximately £8m. 

Mr Johnson said he believed that with 
Spam baving made 70 per cent of New- 
forge’s produce, the company would now 
have to wind down. 

Glenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent 
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We will s&ve you money on your phone bill, 
if we don’t* well give you back double the difference. 

Yes, it really is this simple: we promise that if you don’t make savings on your call bill compared with BTs 
basic rate (even against their PremierLine and Friends & Family schemes but excluding temporary 
promotions), we’ll give you back double the difference.* Yes. that’s double the difference. So to see how 
much you could save, why don’t you ring us now on FreeC&ik 5550 505 366 quoting RINDPR. 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

What can we do for you? 


-Price Phxbe terns apply on Cable & wireless SmanCaJL UK-Cait and LoealCalr bite on!* For non-caWe amonwre die Price Pledge comparison b on call charges only: far cable customers k b call charges and fine rental 
AppScac/on subject to sows. Not available for Calling Card and non-geognphic oils IndwHng moMes. For quality of servke purpose* may weastonaBy monitor or record yow telephone eafls with Cable &Wirates». 
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Harassed junior doctors explain why life is no fairytale 

* ■ Bashful preferred to re- wMrMilbun^bes^ 

The Ion? hours helno Tr'cnffm work rh™ an hi it nnm> .■ . . .. . « •_ ... nniii-ci .ihnut Dr Porter said that enter after signs thousands “ • 


The long hours being 
worked by Junior doctors 
are making them 
grumpy, sleepy and 
dopey. Now they are 
waiting to see whether 
Alan Milbum, the health 
minister, will respond to 
their plight like Snow 
White or the Wicked 
Witch. By Jeremy 
Lauran ce, health editor. 


It's off to work they go but none 
of them feels like singing Hi-Ho, 
Hi -Ho. The British Medical 
Association introduced seven of 
the NHS's hardest workers to 
the press yesterday to explain 
why they lack a song in their 
hearts. 

Dr Paul Flynn is dopey. He 
gets a couple of hours' rest a 
night if he's lucky, between 
helping new babies into the 
world at the Royal Victoria In- 
firmary in Newcastle. Dr Liz 


Soilleux is grumpy because she 
gets half pay (not the time and 
a half, as is customary in other 
trades) when she’s doing over- 
time at Milton Keynes Gener- 
al Hospital. Dr Judith Kerr is 
sneezy but dare not take time 
off because there is no one to 
cover for her. 

The weary junior doctors are 
hoping Alan Milbum will play 
Snow White and sec that hos- 
pitals honour the terms of the 
New Deal on their hours of 


work. Thai imposed a maximum 
working week of 72 hours for 
most doctors - of which no 
more than 56 hours should he 
spent working, with the re- 
mainder on call - hut the dead- 
line fur its implementation 
passed a year ago and there are 
still 5.6U0 juniors working more 
than ihev should, according (o 

the BMA. 

Yesterday Dr Mark Porter, 
chairman of the association's ju- 
nior doctors committee, wrote 


to Mr Milhurn to protest about 
the lack of progress on im- 
prt »v i ng juniors w« >rking condi- 
tions. lie said research had 
shown that working non-slop for 
1 1 hour* had the same effect on 
doctors' ability as a hlood-al- 
cnhol level of 70 milligrams per 
UK) millilitres ofhlood. "The ef- 
fect of a tired junior doctor is 
similar to that of a person dri- 
ving after a Christmas party. We 
are concerned about the po- 
tential threat to patient safety.” 


Dr Porter said lhat emer- 
gency patients admitted in the 
small hours were at less risk 
from overtired doctors than 
routine cases. “When you are 
doing routine tasks out of hours 
on top of the emergencies, that 
is what makes you tired and 
grumpy and you can miss little 

things,” he said. 

Six junior doctors had 
agreed to go public on the poor 
conditions under which they are 
still made to work. However, 


Young man’s cell 
death sparks big 
jail suicide inquiry 


A teenager awaiting trial 
has become the 69th 
person to commit 
suicide while In jail this 
year. The record death 
tolls, says Jason Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, 
has prompted the launch 
of a special inquiry in the 
New Year. 


Ian Kerr, IS, was supposed to 
be in the hospital wing of 
Feltham Young Offenders In- 
stitution in west London, re- 
ceiving treatment for an injury 
to his arm. 

But when prison officers 
looked into his cell on Monday 
afternoon they found him hang- 
ing by his belt from a bunk bed. 

Despite attempt to resusci- 
tate him he was pronounced 
dead 55 minutes later. Facing 
charges burglary, actual bodily 
harm and possession of drugs, 
the youth, from Romford, Es- 
sdx, had been remanded into 
custody and was due to spend 
Christmas behind bars. 

His death brings the total 
□umber of suicides to a record 
total of 69 in jails in England 
and ’Wales, with a week left to 
go in 1997. 

This year 16 male young of- 
fenders, 52 adult inmates, in- 
cluding two women, and one 
18-year-old woman lolled them- 
selves while in the prison system. 
The toll has been rising from 41 
in 1992, 47 in 1993. and 62 last 
year. 

Next year Sir David Rams- 
boiham. HM Chief Inspector of 
Prisons is to cany out a special 
inquiiy into suicides in jail. 

In September Sir David se- 
verely criticised Feltham Young 
Offenders Institution for in- 
mates aged under 21, describ- 
ing it as “bursting at the seams” 


with a “disturbing” number of 
15- and 16-year-olds being 
locked up. He said it had be- 
come a “gigantic transit camp” 
which was “grossly overcrowd- 
ed” with more than 900 inmates. 

The increasing numbers and 
shortage of resources made it in- 
capable of tackling re-offending. 

A suicide last year was the first 
in four years at the jalL Four 
people took their lives in 1991- 
92. 

An internal prison investi- 
gation has been set up into the 
death of Ian Kerr and a coro- 
ner's inquest will also be held. 

The pressure group Inquest 
has been campaigning for years 
for the removal of vulnerable 
and young offenders from 
prison environment and to in- 
troduce new anti-suicide mea- 
sures in prisons. 

A spokeswoman said: “How 
many more deaths do we need 
before the authorities take 
some positive action?” 

A spokesman for the Prison 
Service said Richard Tilt, the 
Director General, had asked Sir 
David to set up the inquiiy. He 
added: “It must be remem- 
bered that the suicide rate is ris- 
ing among the general public, 
and particularly among young 
males aged 16 to 35. n, 

“Prison suicides have to be 
viewed in this context, as there 
are a large number of this age ' 
group in custody. We afi&havfe ** 
a record prison population - if 
you take that into account the 
overall rate is declining.” 

■ Between eight and 12 new re- 
gional “correctional services” 
are to be set up to replace the 
existing probation system, it 
was said yesterday. 

A Probation and Prisons 
Review will conclude that the 
regional centres are the best way 
of combining the work of the ex- 
isting 54 probation services 
with the jail network. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

A Present for Yourself 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 



Starr the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 
yourself with the ideal present 
for your home and yourself. At 

Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there is a wide range of 
treatments such as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - the ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christmas. This 
package is worth £1 ,400. 

We are also offering the new 
digital cordless phone from 
Swatch - The Dect The 
telephone is able make and 
receive calls up to 50 metres 
from the base station indoors or 
300 metres if you are outside, 
allowing complete mobility with 
crystal dear sound. Six handsets 
can operate from a single base 
station. You can also reach 
someone else in the house with 
the exceptional feature of free 
internal calls which can be made 
even when another external call 
is active on the same line. 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number be low, 
answer the following question 
on line and leave your name and 

fell address: 


Q: What is the name of the 
new Swaceh Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 

For further information: 

Henlow Grange: 01441 811111 
(gift vouchers ovotoWe) 

Swatch: 0300 192192 
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treads into environment row 


The leading sports wear man- 
ufacturer Nike has been 
forced to redesign its Air train- 
ers after discovering they are 
a threat to the environment. 

The shoes, as worn by stars 
such as Andre Agassi ( above), 
use a gas which fills the cush- 
ioned heels and soles, giving 
them buoyancy’. The gas is far 
more damaging to the atmos- 


phere than carbon dioxide. 

Embarrassed Nike execu- 
tives, who pride themselves on 
being environmentally re- 
sponsible, have promised to 
phase out the use of the sub- 
stance sulphur hexafluoride, or 
SF6, within Lhrcc years. Two- 
thirds of the shoes sold ty Nike 
use the gas. The range, led by 
Air Max. went on sale in 1978. 


The company uses 2.XN 
tonnes of SF6 a year, a gas 
which stays in the atmosphere 
for 3200 years, 30 years U mger 
than carbon dioxide. 

The switch from SFo to ni- 
trogen has been welcomed by 
environmentalists. Taijci Haa- 
land. a spokesman for Green- 
peace. said: “It's a strong and 
very persistent gas and mak- 


ing shoes is a stupid use for it. 
It's excellent that they are 
phasing it out but why not 100 
per cent by next year?” 

Graham Anderson, a Nike 
spokesman, said that while 
world leaders had given them- 
selves 15 years to cut in green- 
house gases, Nike had decided 
on a total phase out by 2001. 

— Alexandra Williams 


Social worker link to abuse 

A social worker has been suspended following allegations made 
during a major police inquiry into child abuse. 

South Wiles police investigating allegations of child abuse 
at 33 children's homes passed information to Cambridgeshire 
County Council which suspended the 48-year old man. 

A council spokesman said: “Police indicated he was in- 
volved in an inquiiy relating to an alleged serious offence 
said to have been committed in the 1970s and the decision 
was taken to suspend him.” 

The man works as a front line social worker and is be- 
lieved to have been employed in Cardiff 20 years ago. 

South Wales Police have received more than 250 indi- 
vidual allegations of sexual and physical abuse made by for- 
mer residents of homes. 

— Roger Dobson 

Carey warning over cuts 

The Archbishop of Canterbuiy yesterday said he understood 
the need to shake-up the welfare stale but cautioned Tony 
Blair against making cuts which hit the needy. 

Dr Gcoygc Carey said he appreciated the logic behind the 
Government's wide-ranging review of benefits spending, hut 
cautioned that the Government had to strike a delicate bal- 
ance between modemisinc the system and protecting the most 
vulnerable in societv. 


Girl’s Turkish lover marries 

Musa Komcagac, the Turkish ex-waiter who married an un- 
derage British girl. Sarah Cook, last ycar.has married a Turk- 
ish woman in a Muslim ceremony. Anatolian news agency 
said. Religious marriages are popular in rural Turkey hut not 
officially recognised. — Reuters, Ankara 


Irvine warns on 
reform of Lords 


The Lord .Chancellor yesterday 
appeared to back the idea of an 
elected second chamber in the 
Government's plans to reform 
the House of Lords. 

Lord Irvine, who will chair 
the Cabinet committee handling 
the reform, said he did not want 
a reformed chamhcr to be- 
come the “biggest quango in the 
nation's history". 

Speaking on the Radio 4 
programme Today. Lord Irvine 
said the Constitutional Reform 
Programme (HU committee, 
which meets for the first time 
in January, would consider all 
the options: a fully nominated, 
a wholly-elected chamhcr, nr a 
mixture of the two. 

But asked about a fully- 
nominaicd chamber, he said: “I 
think that it would be very im- 
portant to avoid the perception 
of the biggest quango in our na- 
tion’s history. 

“it would be very, very im- 
portant to ensure, if the nomi- 
nated option prevailed, that it 
was perceived not as a big 
quango but as a house of all the 
talents of the nation and fairly 


appointed in a way - if you went 
down that mule - which would 
unquestionably involve a sig- 
nificant declension from the 
Prime Minister's powers and 
indeed from the powers of the 

political panics." 

The Government has indi- 
cated that a liiii i., abolish 
hereditary 1 peers' voting rights 
will be introduced in November 
next year. 

The Tories' leader in the 
Lords. Viscount Cranhorne. 
approved the Lord Chancellor's 
remarks, adding:: "What I find 
depressing is the idea of a huge 
additional accretion to (he 
Prime Minister's power of pa- 
tronage.” His fear was (hat the 
Government would embark 
upon two-stage reform hut only 
cany out stage one - the abo- 
lition of hereditary peers' rights 
-without moving i m inhow best 
in replace them. "It's | :ir l0rt j n _ 
foresting Tor a Prime Minister 
to have a huge increase in his 
patronage and ... never proceed 
to stage two,” he said. 

— Michael Streeter, 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 


one - Bashful ^ -preferred to re- 
main anonymous after sjgos 
that earlier protests , by htm 
had affected his job prospects. 

“I was struck that in two sep- 
arate job interviews I was askai 

about my problems with work- 
iug long hours. ItwasgeneraT 
Iv implied that I was a bit of 
troublemaker,” he said. 

Dr Porter said many junior 

doctors working over Christmas 
would be denied even rudi- 
mentary comforts. In his letter 


... • I. p ;■ 

to Mr MBbwn, be said: ^Many 
thousands - have to endure, 
sub-standard living conditions' 

and face a night or bank W- 

day on call without a goodhot 

This has grave implications 
for morale and is particifiariy : 
depressing for those on cafl owr 
the Christmas period. • . - 

He added that a neweffbrt 
was needed from NHSThiststo 
implement the limits on tom 
of work- - v . 7 _ 


Defence ministers 
want minimum 
wage exemption 


Defence ministers have 
demanded a blanket 
exemption from the 
minimum wage for the 
armed forces. The 
minister in charge of the 
minimum wage, Ian 
McCartney, is trying to 
block the move. Fran 
Abrams^ Political 
Correspondent, reports 
on the latest attempt to 
water down the reform. 


The minimum wage would-cost 
the Minis try of Defence about 
£3m per year, the Liberal De- 
mocrats have calculated. That 
is just a tiny proportion of the 
department's £21.Sbn annual 
budget. 

But despite plans to spend 
The Ministry of Defence can af- 
ford to spend £16bn on 232 new 
Eurofigh ter warplanes, but is ar- 
guing that it cannot afford to 
upgrade the pay of all its em- 
ployees. 

The trade and industry min- 
ister, lan McCartney, is fight mg 
bade. He is believed to be de- 
termined not to give in to the 
demands. Although no other 
government departments are 
known to have asked for ex- 
emptions, the move could cre- 
ate a dangerous precedent. The 
NHS, for example, will be hit 
much harder. 

Earlier this month Mr Mc- 
Cartney was forced to deny a re- 
port in the Independent on 
Sunday that be had threatened 
to resign on the eve of his draft 
Bill's publication because of 
pressure to water it down. He 
is .believed to have been angered 
by Peter Mandelson's sudden 
announcement at the Labour 
Party conference that young 
people under 26 could be ex- 
empted - something that is 
now in the draft Bill. 

The level of the minim um 
wage is to be set by a Low Pay 
Commission, which is due to re- 
port next year. Trades unions 
have argued for £4 per hour, 
though there have been sug- 
gestions the final Figure may be 
nearer to £3.50. 

An investigation for the 
NHS Confederation by Pay and 
Workforce Research has shown 
that 37,000 hospital staff would 
have their pay upgraded if the 
minimum wage was set at £3.70 


per hour. If it was set af £>4.15 
per hour, 104,000 people would 
be affected. However, asfxftes- 
woman for the confederafioti, 
which represents NHS^fo- 
ployers, said yesterday she (Sd 
not believe it had requested^ a 
s imilar exemption. 

77ie second most vulnerable 
department would be: John 
Prescott’s Department ofTbans- 
port. Environment and the Re- 
gions, which would probably 
have to pay about £lm extra per 
year in wages to 1,200 staff paid 
under £4 per hour. That de- 
partment, too, is expected to be 
prepared to pay the extra. ; 

However, spokesmen -for 
both the Ministry of Defence 
and Department of Trade; and 
Industry confirmed yesterday, 
that a request for an armed 
forces exemption was being 
discussed. - 

A DTI official said the/haft 
Bill published at the end of last 
month had left the possibility of 
same limited exemptions for the 
armed forces open. “The Min- 
imum Wage Bill is enabling 
legislation, and will give the Sec- 
retary of State tiie power to set 
a rate. There is opportunity for 
variations, though what those 
variations will be is under dis- 
cussion,” he said 

A Ministry of Defence 
spokeswoman pointed out that 
the bill was “just a draft”. “This 
is the time for the department 
to have a look at the BQi-and if 
there is something that could be 
damaging of course tbatwiD.be 
addressed,” she said 

David Chidgey, the Liberal 
Democrats’ industry 

spokesman, has calculated the 
cost of the move from Parlia- 
mentary answers. John SpeUar, 
the defence minister, tol&him 
3,402 were MoD civilian staff 
were paid less than £4 an hoar. 
Paying that rate would cost 
£3m a year 

“I can understand why the 
MoD are gibbing at this,” he 
said “This is the cost on basic 
time alone. With overtime, God 
only knows how much it will 
cost.” 

There was confusion last 
night over whether the Ministry 
was seeking an exemption for 
civilian staff. A DTI spokes- 
woman said she did not believe 
it would. Although Mr Chidgey 
supported a minimum wage he 
said it should have flexibility 
built into it, particularly in 
terms of regional variations. 


D AILY POEM 

The Oxen 


By Thorrvas Hard/ 


Christmas Eve. and twelve of the clock. 

"Nnw they ure all on their knees, " 

.4/i elder. said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in kcarthside ease. 

!lU ' r* mUi -here 
jm dwelt m their strawy pen. 

Nor did it occur ,o one of us there 

dmtht lflL y hv/t kneeling then. 

So fair u fancy few would weave 
in these years! Yet, I feel. 

If someone said on Christmas Eve 
see the oxen kneel 

"In the lonely barton by xomkr cnomh 

1 f d l > ! kih(K>d uscd ioknow. ' 

Hnn^ gn Wlth ^ ln th **t00m. 

Hoping it might he so. 
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Bye-bye Teletubbies: children's letters tell Santa they'd rather have crayons 


Fers 

Teletubbies 
Action Nan 
Bicycles 
Playstation 
Cyber pets 
Star \Afars figures 
Football tit 
Bu 22 Lightyear 

I 


Father Christmas can rest as- 
sured if he is having problems 
getting hold of Teletubbies - 
children would rather have 
peas, pencils and crayons, ac- 
cording to his elves at the Post 
Office. 

A survey of children's wish 
lists sent to Santa Claus through 
the post found the traditional 
writing implements beat the 


Teletubbies into second place. 

Laa-Laa proved the most 
popular figure with both boys 
and girls. 

The Spice Girls, wbo 
snatched the Christmas number 
one song spot from the Ifele- 
tubbies this week, came in at 
number five among girls. 

Tamagotchi cyber pets, bi- 
cycles and Sony Playstations also 


cropped up frequently in the 

750,000 letters sent to Father 
Christmas care of ReindeeriandL 

The longest list received was 
from a nine-year-old boy in 
Kent who asked for 1,453 indi- 
vidual presents. 

A Reindeerland spokesman 
said an eight-year-old boy's re- 
quest for £5m in unmarked 
banknotes bad been turned 


down, but a 9 1-year-old 
woman's wish for a man would 
be treated sympathetically. 

In return for their presents, 
letter writers promised to put 
out more than 500.000 carrots 
and more than a million mince 
pies to keep Father Christmas 
and the reindeer going through 
the night. 

Some 2^00 dummies and 67 


tables’ bottles were sent along 
with letters explaining their 
owners had grown “too big” for 
them. Forty-nine letters con- 
tained applications for jobs in 
Reindeerland. 

Post Office chief executive 
John Roberts said the letters to 
Santa were among a record 
2.225 billion letter and cards 
sent through the post this 


Christmas. The biggest post 
bag came on TUesday 16 De- 
cember, when 135 million items 
were handled - an all-time 
record for a single day and dou- 
ble the normal daily total of 72 

milli on. 

More than 100 million cus- 
tomers were served at Post Of- 
fice Counters in the month 
leading up to Christmas. 


TOP 1 0 FOR GIRLS 

Bens 

Teletubbies 
Cyber pec 
Barbie dolk 
Spice Grl dotls • 

Bkydes 
Secret dories 
Baby New Bom 
Playstation 
Barney 


Net surfers send 
e-mail cards and 
virtual snowballs 


It’s Christmas Eve, you've got a 
hangover and have forgotten to 
send cards or presents. Fear not! 
Help is at hand. Gen da Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs Correspondent, 
looks at the joys of a virtual 
Christmas. 

Internet traffic increases by one-fifLh in the 
weeks running up to Christmas, according 
to the service provider Direct Connections. 
The reason they give is simple: people pan- 
icking that they have missed posting dates 
are turning to the Net to e-mail their greet- 
ings across. 

If you are the son of person who begins 
Christmas shopping late on Christmas 
Eve. a growing number of web sites 3re 
springing up to ensure that you can keep 
Mum. Dad and Grandma happy without 
having to move from your computer. 

The first stop is of course the virtual 
Christmas card, for all those who forgot last 
posting date. Ben Elman, managing director 
of Mersincl, one of the providers which of- 
fers people the chance to send vinual cards 
free, says that he has. seen increased interest 
in the concept 

Visitors to Mersinet's site 
(www.mersinet.co.uk/xmas) can choose a 
design from more than 20 offered includ- 
ing snowbunnies and traditional Christmas 
scenes. They can then add a personal greet- 
ing of their own. The way it works is that 
an e-mail is sent to the recipient inform- 
ing them to go to an Internet site where 
the “card’" can be picked up. 

"Some people like to send Christmas 
cards to wish others happy Christmas,” said 
Mr Elman. “They can go the day before - 
you don't have to he supremely organised. 
We're not like post offices - we never go 
to sleep. 24 hours a day. 365 days a year." 

Claire Marston, 27. a communications 
marketing assistant, says that because she 
has three sisters - one who lives in Hong 
Kong, one who lives in San Francisco and 
one in Grimsby - she now relies on virtu- 
al communications to make sure everything 
gets there in lime. 


She said: *T m not very organised over 
things like posting dates and birthdays, so 
virtual cards are really useful for me. 
When one of my brothers-in-law got a new 
jobl managed to buy him a virtual pint over 
the Internet. 1 also like sending virtual Dow- 
ers. It's a good way of keeping in touch if 
you're living far apart and especially if you’re 
living in a different time zone.” 

So if you somehow missed the shops, 
then there's always virtual presents 
(www.virtualpresents.com } or virtual flow- 
ers (www.virtualfiowersxom). Virtual flow- 
ers could be seen as a particularly good way 
of calming down a romantic partner who 
was hoping to receive the real thing. 
Again, the recipient receives an e-mail from 
the virtual bouquets robot telling them that 
their partner has sent them flowers and they 
can view them at the web site. 

But Dr Roy Bailey, psychology and clin- 
ical director of the New Row Clinic, Buck- 
ingham, said that the growth of virtual 
Christmas was more than just disorgani- 
sation but was the beginning of a new fes- 
tive ritual 

“It is a reinvention of Christmas, to help 
make sense of it today,” he said. “Virtual 
Christmas allows us to refresh the Christ- 
mas we know ... Paradoxically, it's bring- 
ing Christmas closer. Computers are often 
seen as depersonalising but things like this 
actually make it more personal as the in- 
ternet is used for expressing sentiments. I 
think it’s actually quite iconoclastic." 

Ben Knox, marketing director of Di- 
rect Communications said: "Over the past 
three years we have noticed an increase in 
Internet traffic of about 20 per cent in the 
two weeks leading up to Christmas. Al- 
though we have no way of knowing, my 
guess is that this is due to people realising 
they have missed the posting dates for 
Christmas and so are sending e-mail Christ- 
mas cards, children e-mailing Santa and 
people sending junk mail like the e-mail 
snowballs which seemed to be in vogue last 
year.” 

Ah yes. Now this is a site for the truly 
lazy. If you can’t even be bothered to get 
up from your chair to throw a snowball then 
you can access www.snowpark.ch/snowball. 



Postman Brian Farr takes a 
breather from his busy schedule de- 
livering post to Bethlehem. Howev- 
er this little town is not found in 
Israel, but a hamlet nestled in the 
Welsh hills near Uandeilo. 

And business has been brisk in 
the festive season for the village 


postmaster Gwilym Richards. For 
rather than making the 2^00-mile 
pilgrimage to Israel, those wanting 
their Christmas cards franked in 
Bethlehem have travelled from as 
far afield as Southampton and the 
Scottish borders to the Ca- 
marthenshire hamlet. Not wanting 


to miss out on the opportunity, 
some tourists dropped their Christ- 
mas cards off as early as June. 

For the past month Mr Richards, 
61, has been furiously stamping 
more than 100 cards a day. "My 
right elbow is very tired. One day 
last week I had 35 cars parked m a 


row outside the Post Office,” he 
said- Destinations have included 
Jamaica, Japan, Australia, Poland 
and Canada. One of the most usual 
cards he sent was in Latin, ad- 
dressed to the President of China. 

— Alexandra Williams 
Photograph: Philip Rees 
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Laser-gun shopping aims Guide to stress-free lifestyle tops readers’ book list 


for the ideal 

Children may soon be able to 
send a ‘gift list* to Father 
Christmas by using a laser gun on 
bar codes of toys, if, as likely, an 
idea from the US is adopted. Kim 
Sengupra examines the 
phenomenon of kids licensed to 
shop, and what it will mean for 
parents. 

Just writing ti> Santa may no longer be 
enough. Juvenile shoppers could soon be 
presenting a comprehensive list of demands 
for Christmas backed up by the statistical 
data nf the barcode. 

The Toys - R* Us chain has already suc- 
cesslully adopted the idea in iLs 600 out- 
lets in .America. Executives say it Ls likely 
to he imp iduced in this country in the near 
future. 

Market testing was first carried out in 
the US la>i year, and operated throughout 
the chain this year. Children, guided by 
adults, are allowed to range freely through 
'.lores zapping the bar codes of ten’s they 
want. The information Ls picked up by the 
sh» ip’s computer, and the manager then pre- 
sents accompanying adults with the list for 
their approval. Items on the list can be 
bought at once, or the printout can he kept 
to j;jic friends and relations to use at any 
branch which Ls convenient to them. 


wish list 


A spokesman for Toys ‘ R' Us in Britain, 
owned by the American company, said: “We 
know the project has been a success in the 
US. and any development there is closely 
monitored over here. So obviously there 
is every possibility the concept may be used 
over here." 

The marketing benefits for the chain are 
far reaching. In a fiercely competitive 
business, the company is building up a valu- 
able databank which can be used tor nor- 
mal trading, and other occasions such as 
birthdays as well as Christinas. 

However, in Britain the bar code sys- 
tem. say some toy retailers, can alleviate 
queues, as well as phenomena such as “toy 
rage" caused by the demand for popular 
toys such as the Teletubbies and Spice Girl 
dolls. Failure to get these can be seen as a 
failure of parenting duties by some parents 
and has led to rows and threats of violence 
in shops. 

But even in the US there has been a 
mixed reaction to the children's version of 
a wedding list. Gary Cross, a historian at 
Penn State university, said: “There was a 
time when a toy mattered in terms of the 
relationship between parent and child or 
grandparent and child. Over the years the 
culture of children and adults' memories 
of their own childhood has grown further 
and fun her apart". He adds that the elec- 
tronic register further alienates parents and 
children as they take away the need for dis- 
cussion between parents and children. 


A health guide on how to keep 
your coo) is the nation's favourite 
book this Christmas- David Lister 
looks at what people are buying to 
read over the holidays. 

Stress levcLs must be high this year. The 
most popular book this Christinas is The 
Little Book Of Calm, Paul Wilson's guide 
to stress-free living. 

Wilson is an Australian advertising ex- 
ecutive, and his book measuring 3in by 4in 
contains fewer than 1,000 words of advice. 
It ranges from breathing tips Tor bad 
sleepers to advising the “rediscovery of 
milk" for its relaxing powers. 

The book bas sold nearly 33,000 copies 
in the past week, making it one of the most 
popular Christmas presents and also one 
of the cheapest, retailing at £1.99. Over the 
year it has sold 230.000 copies in high-street 
bookshops and is almost certain to be the 
best-selling book of the year. 

The nearest challenger in the pre- 
Christmas sales was Bridget Jones's Diary: 
A Novel by Helen Fielding. The love and 
career traumas of a ibirtysome thing sin- 
gleton. which first appeared in The Inde- 
pendent. sold just under 29.000 copies 
over the week. 

The popularity of travel writing with a 
twist of humour is underlined by the next 
three entries, Michael Palm's journey in the 
Pacific and two books by Bill Bryson. The 
American writer and former Independent 
journalist's book on Britain, Notes From a 



Michael Palin: his travel adventures 


have come full circle for a top 10 place 

Small Island, which is number four this year, 
lopped the pre-Christmas charts a year ago. 

Fiction doesn't seem to be too high on 
most people's gift lists. Terry Pratchett, 
Louis De Be mi e res and Helen Fielding 
were among the best sellers: but these were 
the only three fiction entries in the top 10. 
The death of the Princess of Vfaies and An- 
drew Morton's updated biography assured 
him of a top 10 place. 

Frank McCourfs popular reminiscence 


THE TOP SEL LERS 

1 Little Book of Calm, Paul Wilson 

2 Bridget Jones’s Diary, 

Helen Fielding 

3 Full Circle: A Pacific Journey 
with Michael Palin, Michael Palin 

4 Notes from a Small Island, 

Bill Bryson 

5 Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson 

6 Dickie Bird: My Autobiography, 

Dickie Bird 

7 Diana: Her True Story - In Her 
Own Words, Andrew Morton 

8 Captain CorellPs Mandolin, 

Lows de Bemieres 

9 Hogfather, Terry Pratchett 

10 Angela’s Ashes: A Memoir of 
Childhood, Frank McCourt 

11 Nation’s Favourite Poems 


of a Northern Ireland childhood and the 
autobiography of cricket umpire Dickie Bird 
are the other biographies in the list 

The survey of book sales was carried out 
by Whitaker Book Track, which monitors 
sales in 2,000 high street bookshops. 

Richard Knight, managing director of 
Whitaker Book Track, said: "There were 
strong last-minute challenges from Bridget 
Jones's Diary and Michael Palin’s Full Cir- 
cle, but when all the figures were counted 



Bill Bryson: two books among this 
year's leading sellers 


there was no doubt that Paul Wilson is the 
nation's favourite author this Christmas. 

“The record charts may have the glam- 
our of show business, but plenty of people 
who never buy a record will be giving or 
receiving a book this Christmas. High -street 
bookshops sold some 3.5 million copies of 

108,000 different titles in the week ending 
Saturday 20 December, representing sales 
of £30.8m — almost a 20 per cent increase 
over the equivalent week last year.” 


Churchgoers angry at Irish-only invitation to Christmas Eve midnight mass 


Irish television's plans to brouti- 
e.i-i j Christmas Eve mass from 
j church in Kilbum. north- 
west lor the capital's Irish com- 
munity have led to complaints 
from churchgoers of other na- 
tionalities that they arc being ex- 
cluded on grounds of race. 

Radio Telefis Eireann 
(RTEI the Irish state broad- 
casting company which is to 


broadcast the live mass tonight 
from i he Sacred Heart Church 
in Kilbum. said the event was 
organised specifically to help 
bring together Irish emigrants 
and their families back home. 

SouLh African-born Veron- 
ica Conroy, who has attended 
the church’s midnight mass an- 
nually for 30 years, and had her 
von baptised there, complained 


that she was told by the parish 
priest that she could not have 
a ticket this year because it was 
for Irish-only. 

She claimed the church was 
insistent until it learnt she was 
married to a man from Cork, at 
which point the priest changed 
his mind. “I was vety upset, but 
I was even more upset that I 
could have had a ticket because 


my husband is Irish, but not in 
my own right- Ycl my husband 
doesn't even go to church." 
she said. “U was bizarre. A 
Greek neighbour was told she 
could have as many [tickets] as 
she wanted because her aunt 
was Irish. It's ridiculous.". 

Ironically Mrs Conroy’s hus- 
band was once a priest. “The 
parish priest doesn’t know that 


though. My father was a deacon 
loo. The whole thing is totally 
oul of order," she said. 

The Sacred Heart Church 
said it hoped to accommodate 
all worshippers by holding five 
other Christmas masses along- 
side the Irish one. But Mrs Con- 
roy said that was not a 
substitute. “If it’s at 7pm it’s not 
midnight mass, is it?" 


The parish priest. Father 
Dennis Cormican, said the 
problem was simply huge de- 
mand and having to give prior- 
ity for tickets. “If you had 

10,000 tickets you’d get rid of 
them all. Many non-Irish peo- 
ple feel it's an honour that this 
church has been chosen. Hie 
mass is going out live on RTE. 
The expectation naturally is 



that Irish people in London are 
given the opportunity to come," 
he said. 

The church has been a gath- 
ering point for Irish emigrants 
since the Fifties, when it fea- 
tured in classic images by the 
. late Waterford- bom photogra- 
pher Paddy Fahey. 

At one stage in the Fifties Kil- 
burn had 14,000 Catholic 


churchgoers, the vast majority 
Irish. "In the years since the Sec- 
ond World War in Camden 
Town it was common to see the 
sign up in landlords’ windows 
“No Irish. No Blacks.” Since 
then the community has grown 
immensely in stature. You can go 
across all the professions and 
they're there " Fr Corrmcan said. 

— Man Murdoch. Dublin 
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Jackal 
lawyers 
plead for 
acquittal 


Attorneys for the man known as 
Carlos the Jackal yesterday 
asked a jury to acquit him of 
murder charges, saying evi- 
dence was manipulated and 
witness testimony not credible. 

In a plea for Lhe man once 
considered the world's most 
wanted terrorist, Olivier Mau- 
dret also told the jury that EUcfa 
Ramirez Sanchez, the given 
name of Carlos, would not go 
free even if acquitted. Since 
Ramirez, 48, is also being in- 
vestigated for four terrorist at- 
tacks, he would not be released. 
His defence team was making 
final arguments in his trial for 
the 1975 shooting of investiga- 
tors Raymond Do us and Jean 
Donatini and Michel Moukhar- 
bal, a Lebanese Ramirez sus- 
pected of being an informer. 

Francois Honnorat, another 
attorney, said the prosecution 
based its case on evidence fab- 
ricated by agents. He opened 
the last day of Ramirez's trial 
by accusing prosecutors and 
judges of “marching" the de- 
fendant through proceedings 
while presenting only “the ap- 
pearance of proof.” 

Mr Honnorat accused the 
authorities of manipulating wit- 
nesses and falsifying finger- 
print evidence. The lawyers 
also criticised the testimony of 
witnesses questioned at the 
time of the shootings: none 
had a dear view of the person 
who fired or of the weapon. 

The defence has sought 
throughout the trial the pres- 
ence of three witnesses to the 
shootings, in a Latin Quarter 
apartment rented by a friend of 
Ramir ez. The prosecution says 
it could not find the people. 
Latin American students study- 
ing in Paris at the time. Instead, 
the court has heard 22-year-old 
depositions. 

Ramirez was captured in 
Sudan in 1994 and taken to Paris 
by French agents. He is accused 
of carrying out the 1975 seizure 
of Opec ministers and was in- 
volved in the J976 Palestinian 
hijacking of a jetliner to En- 
tebbe which ended with an Is- 
raeli raid. He was convicted in 
absentia of the killings in 1992, 
but once captured French law 
required a retrial. AP, Paris 





Mexic 
rebels * 
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Indians 
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Paramilitaries in the Ctoas> 

stale of Mexico kflled tip Bra 
Indians in a Woody attadrjgr 
men, women and chfldren,;cffi- 
oals and local feadexssaid^WK 
sports said there were also 30 
people injured. The reports said 
the Indians were celebrating . 
Mass on Monday when the- as* - 
sault began. Many people sought 
refuge in schools and a Catholic 
church. 

“This is an unjustifiaWe mas- 
sacre, someone has to do some- 
thing." said Patricia Marina, of 
the Fray Bartolomede las Casas 
Center for Human Rights." 


Gift- wrapped: A boy leaves Ins presents on the Cable while listening to a priest during a lesson on Cathoilidsm in the Belarus capital of Minsk 


Photograph: EPA 


Mother on trial as girl dies weighing 50st 


A year ago last 
November, a I3-year-old 
Californian girl, 
Christina Corrigan, was 
found dead at her 
home, covered in sores 
and surrounded by filth. 

This week, her 
mother, Marlene, is 
standing trial for child 
abuse. Mary Dejevsky 
reports on a case being 
described by some as a 
West Coast version of 
the Louise Woodward 
case. 


Christina died, naked and sur- 
rounded by empty last-food 
containers, on the sitting-room 
floor of her home north of San 
Francisco. But she was no 
emaciated waif: she weighed al- 
most 7001b (50st) and the post- 
mortem examination found 
that she had died from bean 
Mure, due to obesity. She had 
not attended school for a year 
and spent her last days watch- 
ing television, and eating. 

Ms Corrigan, 48, a single 
parent with a full-time job, says 
that she did her best to look af- 
ter her daughter, but things got 
out of control. 

Since 1991. the girl refused 


to see a doctor, and kept ask- 
ing for food. Ms Corrigan was 
unable to lift or even move her 
daughter. Providing food was 
the line of least resistance. 
She says that she did not ne- 
glect Christina. 

Lawyers for both sides in 
the case stress that the charge 
of child abuse does not relate 
to Christina’s weight, but to the 
conditions in which she lived. 
The prosecution also claims 
that Ms Corrigan should have 
known about the sores and 
called a doctor. The defence 
says Christina told her nothing 
about them. 

The legal arguments may 


centre on the Corrigans' living 
conditions - Ms Comgans 
housekeeping, as her lawyer 
put it scornfully- but ever since 
details of the case came to light 
last year, it was Christina’s 
gross obesity that shocked. 
The case also prompted awk- 
ward questions about the treat- 
ment of the increasing number 
of overweight people in Amer- 
ica, and the rights and obliga- 
tions of parents in relation to 
their children. 

While there was widespread 
public horror that any child 
should have eaten herself to 
death, some asked why the lo- 
cal authority and doctors did 


nothing about a child who was 
four limes overweight for her 
age from the age of three and 
visited a nutritionist more than 
3D limes. There was initial 
care, but no continuing treat- 
ment, and from 1991, when 
Christina became loo embar- 
rassed to go to a doctor, no 
follow-up. 

The case has prompted an 
outcry, too, from those con- 
cerned about discrimination 
against the obese and restric- 
tions on personal freedom. 
Was anti-fat prejudice re- 
sponsible for making Christi- 
na was too embarrassed to 
see a doctor or go to school? 


And could the situation supply 
a precedent for prosecuting 
parents with fat children? 

Counsel for Ms Corrigan 
had requested that the case 
should be tried by a judge 
alone, on the grounds that 
pictures of Christina would 
arouse such strong emotions as 
to cloud jurors' judgement. 

“People aren't used to see- 
ing a 5ft 3in, 6801b little girl,” 
said Ms Corrigan’s lawyer, 
Michael Cardoza. This request 
was rejected, however, and a 
jury will decide Ms Corrigan’s 
guilt or innocence. If convict- 
ed, she faces up to six years in 
prison. 


attacked the Indians in Acteal, 
in the mountainous mimidpal- 
ity of Chenalho, 44 miles' 
(70km) north-east . of San 

Cristobal de las Casas. . 

Chiapas state prosecutor 
Marco Antonio Bezares said on 
national radio that the events 
were tragic. “It is believed we 
are talking about a number 
above 40, r he said. Manuel 
Perez Vazquez, a local indige- 
nous leader, said there were 43 
dead and many injured after the 
pa ramili taries opened fire And 
Domingo Perez Pacenda. pres- 
ident of the municipal council 
of Chenalho, said: “This is the 
worst massacre that has oc- 
curred in Chiapas since the 
uprising of 1994.” 

Some reports said the victims 
were supporters of Chiapas's 
Zapatista rebels, who burst 
onto the national stage an 1 Jan- 
uary 1994 with a violent upris- 
ing against the Mexican 
government in which officially 
140 people died. 

Waves of paramib'taiy- vio- 
lence have swept the state since 
then as gunmen accused of be- 
ing backed by landowners and fo- 
cal politicians have sought to 

■p iinkh villagers for their support 
of the Zapatista National Lib- 
eration Array (E21N). Many In- 
dians have fled their villages for 
the northern Chiapas hi ghbnris. 
Some reports said Monday's vic- 
tims had already fled paramili- 
taries elsewhere in the region. 

Hospitals as far away as San 
Costobal de las Casas were over- 
whelmed as doctors struggled to 
cope with the flood of injured. 

— Reuters 


Man held in scam over fake 
Marcos gold certificates 


Police have uncovered an at- 
tempted £5bn fraud against a 
bank in London involving 
gold supposedly hoarded by 
Ferdinand Marcos, the former 
Philippines dictator. 

A 47-year-old Australian is 
accused of trying to trade 
fake gold certificates giving 
him access to tons of bullion 
in a Swiss bank. 

The man, who has not 
been named, was arrested on 
Monday in Melbourne after 
an operation involving the 
City of London and Aus- 
tralian police. Earlier this 
month a group of Australians 
is said to have approached 
Rothschild bank and asked for 
$7bn credit. 

As collateral it is said to 
have been offered certificates 
showing ownership of the 
bullion, said to be worth S9ba. 
The bank contacted police, 
who alerted investigators in 
Melbourne. 

The two forces carried out 
a joint operation to track 
down the man and recover the 
certificates. The man, from 
the Melbourne suburb of Al- 
bert Park, has been charged 
with possessing false docu- 
ments and was bailed on 
Monday to appear in court in 
February. 

Inspector Jeff Caiderbank, 
heading the inquiry in Aus- 


tralia. said: “It’s alleged that 
a number of people ap- 
proached the bank in London 
to trade gold certificates for 
a line of credit to the value of 
$7bn. 

The gold was allegedly 
worth $9bn, but they were ask- 
ing for only a percentage as 
a line of credit. “They were 
holding forged gold certifi- 
cates. It is alleged that the 
gold bullion ... was supposed 
to be held In a Swiss bank 
(and) was bullion from the 
coffers of Ferdinand Mar- 
cos." 

Under the state of Victo- 
ria’s Crimes Act. the man can 
be tried in Australia and does 
not need to be extradited to 
London. In 1986 Marcos and 
his wife, lmelda. fled the 
Philippines when a popular 
movement ended his rule. 
They flew to Hawaii, where 
Ferdinand died in 1989. 

He is reported to have 
stashed billions of dollars in 
gold in Swiss vaults during his 
rule. But, despite searches, the 
Philippines has failed to prove 
the gold exists. 

Mrs Marcos says her hus- 
band legitimately built up a 
fortune by trading in gold, but 
the certificates were stolen 
when they fled the Philip- 
pines. 

Jason fiennetro 


Jet crashes in Bangladeshi paddy field 
and all 89 on board survive 


A Bangladeshi airliner crash- 
landed in a paddy field in fog 
and all 89 passengers and crew 
escaped; 18 were Britons. “The 
plane has been badly damaged. 
It's a miracle the passengers and 
crew survived," Mohiuddin 
Khan Alamgir, Stale Minister 
for Civil Aviation and Tourism, 
said “Those injured are also not 
in serious condition." 

A survivor. Abdul Jalil. said 
after emerging from the Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines Fokker 
28: “I thought I was thing but 
later found myself alive. It's a 
miracle.” Others said only a mir- 
acle saved them when the plane 
came down two miles from the 
runway near the northeastern 
town of Sylhet on Monday 
night. More than 55 people, in- 
cluding the pilot, Captain Man- 
nan, were injured Mr Khan said 
the Fokker 28 was procured by 
Biman in 1981 and was in 
“proper flying condition". 

Hundreds of villagers, para- 
military soldiers and troops 
joined rescue efforts. “Floods of 
people started pouring in as 
soon as the sun came up," a po- 
lice officer said. 

An official at Sylhet airport 
said the plane, with 85 pas- 
sengers and four crew on a do- 
mestic flight from Dhaka to 
Sylhet. made several attempts 
to land in poor visibility. 



Lucky landing: Most of those taken to hospital had only minor injuries Photograph: AFP 


“It’s sheer luck that the 
plane did not burst into flames. 
That's why the passengers were 
saved from almost certain 
deaths.” the official, who de- 
clined to be named said A pas- 
senger, Tara Miah, said: "It 
was about midnight and cold. 
The visibility was low due to 
heavy fog as we were preparing 
to land ... but all on a sudden 
there was a jerk. 

“We knew something had 
gone wrong. Many started 
screaming and calling for Allah's 


help. “Soon wc saw we had 
landed on a paddy field in the 
dark.” Babul Hussain, anoth- 
er survivor, said the plane 
"bumped wildly before hilling 
the land. It looked like we en- 
tered an air vacuum zone”. 

A reporter. Iqbal Siddjqui. 
who visited the crash site, de- 
scribed the plane as “ducking 
into a rice field with one of its 
wings broken and two of its 
wheels dug into the mud. The 
plane looked like a lame duck." 

Captain Mannan mid a re- 


porter in hospital that he used 
the emergency exit in the cock- 
pit after the aircraft had “rough- 
ly hit the ground. The aircraft 
appeared to have been strong- 
ly pushed by stormy wind soon 
after l had issued lhe an- 
nouncement for landing. And it 
went beyond my control." Mo- 
hammad Habibur Rahman, a 
reporter who visited nearby 
hospitals, said there were a few 
people with fractures but most 
of the others had lesser injuries. 

Reuters, Dhaka 


Yeltsin back at sanitarium . 
after day at the office 

President Boris Yeltsin left a sanitarium yesterday where he 
has been recovering from a bad cold and went back to work 
at the Kremlin. After sending New Year’s greetings to for- 
eign leaders, signing several decrees and issuing recommen- 
dations to parliament, Mr Yeltsin then returned to the Baivikha 
sanitarium west of Moscow, and is expected to stay there for 
another day or rwo while continuing to visit bis office. 

Doctors recommended that Mr Yeltsin stay at the sani- 
tarium until the end of this week to regain strength. But Mr 
Yeltsin has been impatient to leave after being admitted on 
10 December for treatment for a respiratory viral infection. 

— AP, Moscow 

Greeks expel Turk diplomat 

Greece expelled a TUrldsh diplomat from the northern city 
or Salonika yesterday in a spy row that has further strained 
relations between the traditional rivals. “Greece has dedd- 
cd to expel Nedim Ozergin, staff of the Turkish consulate in 
Salonika a spokesman said. “He must leave Greece within 
lhe next few days. Greece had vowed to expel a Turidsh diplo- 
mat ..n Monday, shortly after Turkey asked Aihens to with- 
draw a diplomat at the Greek consulate in Istanbul. 

Mediation with Luxor killers 

E 5 ptia ? Islamisl said he ^ed unsuccessfully to 
,he Cairo S over nmem aad armed 
groups after the Luxor massacre. Yasser el-Serri said he was 

hawks"!, r’- aborled attempt now 

hawks in Cairo were carrying out a crackdown on Islamists. 

Prayer for peace process 

sea^nahW * M ?" ger ^ uare opening the 

«he future of her C rleopIeVXn She ^ " 0l ? d pra * for 

people s ailing peace process with IsraeL • 



Sympathetic judge gives Germany’s most costly fraudster a present for Christmas 


Jiirgen Schneider, the 
property tycoon who per- 
petrated the costliest fraud 
in post-war German his- 
toiy, was sentenced yes- 
terday to. six years and 
nine months in jail How- 
ever. this being the season 
of goodwill, the judge 
promptly lifted the arrest 
warrant, allowing the con- 


vict to spend Christmas 
with his family. 

Until the collapse of his 
empire in April 1994 with 
debts of DM5bn ( £ 1 .7bn ), 
Schneider was feted as the 
developer with a Midas 
touch. Derelict urban land- 
scapes turned at the wave 
of his wand into luxury 
shopping arcades. At the 


peak of his career, he con- 
trolled prime sites in 
Frankfurt and Leipzig, and 
lived in a gilded Schloss in 
the German financial cap- 
ital's stock-broker belt. 

As creditors caught 
scent of the scale of his 
fraud. Schneider fled with 
his wife Claudia abroad. 
They’ were tracked down in 


Miami in May iy95 and 
brought hack in Germany 
in February 1996. 

During his trial in Frank- 
furt. Schneider's defence 
rested on allegations that 
the creditors bankrolling 
him had known they were 
being hoodwinked. He did 
not dispute charges that he 
had n\ erstated the value of 


his holdings in order ti i ob- 
tain loans. 

Heinrich Gchrkc. the 
judge sentencing him yes- 
terday. felt sympathetic to 
Schneider's position. "The 
hanks knocked his doors 
down with almost unbe- 
lievable recklessness,” he 
said. “They didn't check as- 
set valuations, and if there 


were shortcomings in his 
'• ^ applications, they sim- 
ply accepted them.” 

Among the creditors 
wvre Germany's biggest 
tinanvial institutes, in- 
cluding Deutsche Bank 
which Iom DM470m. 

“Schneider was neither a 
professional fraudster nor 
a Robin Hood uf the prop- 



eriywiirld," said the judge. 

Once Christmas is out of 
h . L ' wa y- Schneider will 
take up residence in a low. 

prison. Having 

. hL " ,U shnrL| y t* entitled 

lo home leaves at week- 

wifhe Aflt 'r^ m0nUls ' h e 
w,l] ** U P for parole. 

^ aracs ' Bonn Schneider: Debts of £].7bn 
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7/PEACE ON EARTH? 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 24 DECEMBER 1*97 


Helping the military to beat swords into ploughshares 


Peace on Earth, goodwill 
to all men: but how do 
you make It happen? As 
the Cold War becomes a 
memory, diplomats, 
soldiers and academics 
are trying to find new 
ways of stopping 
coinflicts, or dealing with 
them when they break 
out. Christopher Bellamy 
investigates. 


Peace remains as elusive as 
ever. The risk of major armed 
conflict between states may 
have reduced, though it has cer- 
tainty not gone away as the re- 
cent confrontation between the 
United Nations, United States 
and Iraq has shown. And con- 
flict within states and between 
groups operating unchecked 
across state borders is increas- 
ingly evident. 

_ ['The UN Charter was de- 
signed for a world where the 
only actors were nation-states. 
Despite the confident predic- 
tions of a New World Order in 
1991, the UN bas often found 
itself inept, if not powerless. 

. \ ■ .But a new approach to sccu- 
- rity is slowly emerging. Since the 
end of the Cold War academics 
and other experts have increas- 
ingly called for a more holistic 
approach to security, taking ac~ 

. count of wider human, demo- 
graphic and environmental 
factors which lead to discontent 
-and conflict, as well as the tra- 
ditional areas of military defence, 
arms control and disarmament. 
In the long term, this could 
mean diverting traditional de- 
fence resources to other areas to 
create a secure environment, 
u Since the end of the Cold 
.War. and the break-up of the 
Soviet Union six years ago, the 
need to widen the definition of 
security - and what to do about 
it--, has been widely discussed. 
n ] -Military forces have in- 
creasingly been involved in hu- 
manitarian aid, development 
and disaster relief, and in what 
are now often called “complex 
emergencies'’, although there is 
ho formal definition of the lat- 
ter. The linkages between all 


I. -T- •- I -" . 



these areas became increas- 
ingly apparent. 

A new definition of security, 
embracing conflict prevention 
and resolution, development 
and disaster relief as well as tra- 
ditional defence, was discussed 
at a conference in Prague on 
“Security in the Third Millen- 
nium’'. The conference, which 
explored the interaction be- 
tween the three Ds - defence, 
disaster and development - was 
sponsored by Nato. by the 
Czech Institute for Interna- 
tional Affairs and Britain's 
Cranfield University. 

The relationship between 


defence and development is 
particularly complex. It is not al- 
ways a simple see-saw, where re- 
sources invested in defence are 
denied to development. 

Since the end of the Cold 
War the only part of the world 
where military spending bas 
increased is the Asian Pacific 
Rim - where the advance of the 
“tiger economies" (until re- 
cently. anyway) combined with 
new and long-standing tensions 
bas enabled those countries to 
spend more on arms. The role 
of the US as the arsenal of 
democracy in the Second World 
War created an industrial mo- 


mentum which sustained half a 
century of post-war economic 
dominance. But in the Soviet 
Union and in Africa, money 
squandered on arms brought 
economic collapse and chron- 
ic instability, respectively. 

The military has taken an ac- 
tive role in many of the complex 
emergencies since 1991, some- 
times moving into areas such as 
post-conflict reconstruction 
where it is not the most efficient 
way of doing business. This has 
given rise to frequent accusa- 
tions that the military is simply 
looking for a role. After all. a 
soldier costs about four times as 


much os an aid worker. A key 
problem of recent years has 
been the emergence of new po- 
litical structures which did not 
relate to nation states, includ- 
ing international corporations 
and “sub-state" or “non-state” 
actors - warlords and cartels. In 
dealing with complex emer- 
gencies. it was therefore diffi- 
cult for the UN to know with 
whom to negotiate. 

In areas rich in natural re- 
sources. local security was in- 
creasingly the responsibility of 
commercial security firms, while 
larger security issues were in- 
creasingly the responsibility of 


multinational organisations. 
Many of the “complex emer- 
gencies" such as Somalia and 
Bosnia, resulted from the im- 
plosion or collapse of nation 
states, and the emergence of 
many such groups. The UN has, 
so far, tried to resolve such 
emergencies by refocusing the 
power of the state - using a mix- 
ture of military power and emer- 
gency aid. However, this may not 
always be the best way and mil- 
itary forces may be seen as im- 
posing an unwanted authority. 

The UN has no definition of 
"complex emergencies" - but 
then there is no definition of 


“peace-keeping" in its Charter. 
A “complex emergency" could 
start with a natural disaster, or 
with reckless and destructive ex- 
ploitation of natural resources, 
as happened in Bougainville in 
Papua New Guinea leading to 
deprivation, exploitation, abus- 
es of human rights and conflicL 
New views about security 
could mean some far-reaching 
changes over the coming years. 
There have already been de- 
mands to radically alter Nato’s 
“Strategic Concept", last re- 
written in 1992, which has 
changed little since the Cold 
War and which many observers 


Seasonal cheer: Lt Douglas 
Scott carrying a dolls’ 
house for one of the 50 
children from the Tuzla 
area who attended a 
Christmas party at the 
Eagle Base near Tuzla 

Photograph: Rick Bowmer/AP 


FIVE CAUSES 
OFWAR 

There are five main causes 
of complex emergencies: 
Economic - there is a 
strong correlation between 
poverty and instability, al- 
though even relatively well- 
off countries like the 
former Yugoslavia are not 
immune. 

Societal - the inclusion or 
exclusion of social groups, 
and their access, or other- 
wise, to power. 

Cultural - notably religion, 
but also ethnic and linguis- 
tic. 

Environmental — access to 
raw materials, water and 
arable land 

Ideological - revolutionary 
and political movements, 
though these usually over- 
lap with the other factors. 


regard as anachronistic. Oliver 
CromweiL reporting to Parlia- 
ment in 1654. reminded it that 
“though peace be made, it is in- 
terest that keeps peace" This 
has been the approach used in 
Northern Ireland and Bosnia: 
pour in resources and invest- 
ment, and give the people 
something to lose if there is a 
return to violence. 

Recognition of the Q3 con- 
cept of development should 
mean that previously hidden ( 
connections become apparent. 1 
• The writer is Reader in Mili- 
tary and Security Studies at Cnm- 
field Un iversity. 


A year of massacres, coups and 
resolution of long-running conflicts 


JANUARY 

Middle East Off-duty Israeli 
soldier opens fire in Hebron, 
wounding five people; Israeli 
warplanes bomb suspected 
Hezbollah strongholds in south- 
ern Lebanon; Israel and the 
Palestinians sign a pact on pull- 
out from Hebron and pails of 
the West Bank. 

..r. Russia: Moscow completes 
troop withdrawal from Chechnya. 

Sri Lanka: Separatist Tamil 
rebels launch major attacks on 
two northern military camps in 
Sri Lanka, killing 60. 

,».i Algeria: a car bombing and 
an armed attack on a village out- 
ride Algiers kiD at least 66 peo- 
• pie; attackers slit the throats of 
4§.peopJe in villages south of Al- 
giers; gunman kills the leader of 
Algeria's largest labour union. 

■ ij'.'J 

FEBRUARY 

SriLanka: Tamil rebels attack 
ttiti government military bases, 
trifling at least 48 people. 
-d/Albania: Parliament declares 
a state of emergency. 

Middle East: Jordanian sol- 
dier opens fire, killing seven Is- 
raeli school girls on a field trip 
to the Jordan River. 

MARCH 

‘ Zaire: Rebels take control of 
Kisangani, the third largest city. 

Albania: US Marines evac- 
uate hundreds of foreigners 
trapped by the insurgency. A 
boat carrying Albanians seeking 
refuge in Italy strikes an Italian 
navy .ship and sinks. 

-.-Middle East: Israeli bull- 
dozers begin carving up an east 
Jerusalem hilltop as work starts 
on a Jewish neighbourhood. 
"Palestinian protest in the West 
JBa nkand Gaza Strip- 
fgFapua New Guinea: More 
Spin 2,000 civilians riot in Port 
-fipbresby, against government 
Tponiract with a British merce- 
~ mny group to quash a nine-year 

H Rebellion on the island of 
;3&iugaiDv31e. Prime Minister, 
s Chan, resigns, 
mamenti President Bill 
Mid Russian President 
sltsin bold summit in 
and agree to slash 
tear arsenals. 




Saddam Hussein found himself down, but not out, while 
it was the end of the fine for Zaire’s President Mobutu 


APRIL 

Middle East Jewish seminary 
students kill a Palestinian in He- 
bron, sparking riots in which 
troops kill two Palestinians. 

Zaire: President Mobutu 
Sese Seko declares a state of 
emergency. 

Peru: Peruvian troops storm 
the Japanese ambassador's 
mansion in Lima, and rescue 72 
hostages held for four months. 
All 14 rebel captors, two soldiers 
and one hostage die. 

MAY 

Zaire: Mobutu gives up power 
after 32 years. Zaire's new lead- 
ers rename the nation the De- 
mocratic Republic of tbe 
Congo. Laurent Kabila is sworn 
in as presidenL 

India/Pakistan: The coun- 
tries leaders meet for the first 
time in four years and agree on 
measures to ease tension be- 
tween their countries. 

Afghan istan: The Taliban 
captures Afghanistan's northern 
provinces and drives warlord 
Rashid Dostum into exfle. 

Sierra Leone: Rebel sol- 
diers led by Army Major John- 
ny Paul Koroma topple elected 
president in a bloody coup. 

Europe: President Yeltsin 
signs a security agreement with 
Nato and pledges to no longer 
target Russia's nuclear weapons 
at Nato. 


JUNE 

Congo: Republic of Congo's 
government soldiers battle for- 
mer president General Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso's 5.(J00-strong 
“Cobra" militias. 

Cambodia: Pol PoL ailing 
leader of Khmer Rouge, is cap- 
tured and his 30-year guerrilla 
movement is over. Second Pre- 
mier Hun Sen launches a coup 
d'etat. 

JULY 

Europe: Nato invites Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public to join the alliance. 

Cambodia: Hun Sen holds a 
Cabinet meeting and declares 
himself the country's sole mas- 
ter. Pol Pot is pul on trial. 

Bosnia: Nato holds first raid 
to capture Bosnian war crimes 
suspects, seizing three Bosnian 
Serbs and killing another. 

Middle East: A double sui- 
cide bombing in crowded 
Jerusalem market kills 15 peo- 
ple, including the two bombers, 
and injures more than 150: 

AUGUST 

.Algeria: Attackers massacre at 
least 300 villagers, in Rais. At- 
tackers slash to death another 
4" people south of .Algiers. 

SEPTEMBER 

Middle East: Suicide bombs 
rip through a mall in Jerusalem. 


killing seven and wounding 1 92 
Hamas claims responsibility. 
Israel freezes handover of West 
Bank land; Lebanese guerrillas 
and soldiers attack an Israeli 
commando unit in southern 
Lebanon, killing at least 11. 

Egypt: An Egyptian mili- 
tary court convicts 72 Islamic 
militants of subversion and sen- 
tences four to death: Gunmen 
open fire on a tour bus outside 
Cairo’s Egyptian Museum, 
killing nine and injuring 50. 

Disarmament: 89 slates ap- 
prove text of treaty on global bun 
on land mines, but US refuses. 

Algeria: Armed men raid an 
Algerian village, killing at least 
200 people. 

OCTOBER 

Congo: The UN orders its hu- 
man rights investigators out of 
Congo until the government 
permits investigations of al- 
leged massacres. 

Middle East: Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin, the spiritual leader of 
Hamas, returns to Gaza Strip af- 
ter being freed by Israel in ex- 
change for two Mossad agents: 
Israel releases nine Palestinian 
prisoners as part of a swap. 

Disarmament: American 
Jody Williams and her Interna- 
tional Campaign to Ban Land- 
mines win the Nnhd Peace Prize, 

Iraq: Baghdad bars two US 
arms inspectors from entering 1 
the count rv. 

NOVEMBER 

Europe: Greek and Turkish 
prime ministers agree summit j 
to implement a US-brokered. | 
non-aggression pact. i 

Iraq: Iraqis turn back UN | 
weapons inspection teams with 
American experts: UN votes to 
condemn Iraq and slaps a trav- 
el ban on selected Iraqi officials: 
UN withdraws all arms inspec- 
tors. They return after a Russ- 
ian-brokered deal. 

Egypt: Gunmen open fire on 
tourists outside a temple near 
Luxor, killing nX and injuring 24. 

DECEMBER 

Bangladesh: Government and 
rebel negotiators sign an accord 
ending 22-year separatist wars. 



Christmas Special 



On the 25th and 26th December 1997 and 1st January 1998, daytime BT calls will be at the 
appropriate weekday evening/ night-time rates. This applies to all local, national and international calls, 
whether direct-dialled or operator-connected, as well as BT Chargecard. 

If s good to talk. .this Christmas 
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Montserrat’s 
refugees say 
it’s hard to 
celebrate 


Monsterrat used to be 
the place to go for a 
typical Caribbean 
Christmas. Now, the 
capital, Plymouth, where 
a big Christmas tree 
used to light up the 
picturesque harbour, has 
been destroyed by 
volcanic eruptions. Phil 
Davison says it is not easy 
for the remaining 
islanders to celebrate, 
but the seasonal spirit is 
not dead. 

As always, Joseph. 57 and He- 
len. 59 will wake up on camp 
beds on a cold stone floor 
alongside the old baptism font 
in the Anglican church of Sl Pe- 
ter's tomorrow. They will hitch 
a lift to their own Pentecostal 
church for a Christmas service 
and return to St Peter's, a 
refugee shelter for volcano vic- 
tims. for a Christmas dinner of 
goa [water, a stew banded down 
by Montserrat's Irish settlers, 
rice and bananas. 

The Hallorans have lived in 
the church for six months, since 
the biggest eruption of- the 
Soufri&re Hills in June, along 


with 30 other elderly refugees. 
The pews have been arranged to 
divide each family’s space, with 
hospital-style standing curtains to 
provide a minimum of privacy. 

Chickens and goats wander 
in and out of the open front and 
back doors and through the un- 
tended, knee-length grass be- 
tween tbe old gravestones 
outside, where refugee women 
scrub and dry their laundry. The 
church's old outside toilet 
serves aD 30 and the kitchens are 
three wooden shacks built be- 
tween the groves. With only do- 
mestic electric fires for heating, 
it is bitterly cold at nighL 

“{Volcanic] ash mashed up 
our house on the other side of 
the Belham Valley.'’ said 
Joseph, a former lorry driver 
and gardener also known by 
many of his friends as James. 
“They came here and said we 
could have homes but offered 
us only a wooden one. That's 
useless. Our country gets hur- 
ricanes every year. The roof 
would blow off just like that 
This church was built to with- 
stand hurricanes.” 

“They’ve built new stone 
houses as refugee homes," 
added Helen, “but they rc ask- 
ing rent of 150 EC [East 
Caribbean] dollars a month." 
That’s around £46 but a lot of 



money to the Hallorans, who 
each receive only £35 a month 
in food vouchers as refugee as- 
sistance. Their home, in a new- 
evacuated and unsafe zone, 
was all they bad. 

Beside the old baptism font, 
Joseph keeps one remaining 
possession, a garden water 
pump, his pride and joy. “We 
used to have a lovely garden. I'm 
keeping the pump until wc get 


another,” be said. “We want to 
get out of here but we just don’t 
have tbe money," added Helen. 
“Some of the others use terri- 
ble bad language. Tbe great joy 
of Christmas is not here." 

In another shelter, a former 
school only a few yards inside 
the current “safe zone” near the 
village of Salem, Montserrat’s 
one white refugee, American 
Ibm Mowiy, 63, is slightly bet- 


ter off He has a stone-floored 
room to himself and the furni- 
ture he was able to gel from his 
abandoned condominium dur- 
ing a quiet moment between 
volcanic eruptions. His valu- 
ables had been looted by rob- 
bers who must have slipped into 
the evacuated zone. 

He may be slightly better off. 
but not much. He and his neigh- 
bours, some as old as 90, had 


had no running water for four 
days. The showers are of cor- 
rugated iron, outside, 30 yards 
or more from the shelter. “We 
bad to put the doors on our- 
selves,” said Mr Mowiy. 

Mr Mowiy is a retired psy- 
chologist and Korean war vet- 
eran who has worked around 
the world for world organisa- 
tions including the United Na- 
tions High Commission for 


Refugees in Somalia. “Now I 
can see the other side at first 
hand,” he fold me. His £45,000 
condominium outside Ply- 
mouth is covered in ash and now 
totally out of bounds. “If you 
tried to get back in there and 
there was a pyroclastic flow [an 
avalanche of red hot ash. gas 
and rock], you'd be a crispy crit- 
ter pretty quickly," he noted. 

“Three years ago, Christmas 


History note: A row of 
ash-covered dolls 
abandoned m a shop 
when ash and debris from 
a pyroclastic flow led to 
the evacuation of 
Plymouth last August 

Photograph: Colin Braley 


was idyllic here.This year. Til 
probably sJam my door and ig- 
nore it." be said- “We’re not re- 
ally living. We’re making time. 
It’s tragic. These people [his fel- 
low refugees] were teachers, 
doctors, civil servants. It’s 
tragic." 

Did he really have to be 
here? “I have no place else to 
go," he insisted. “I travelled all 
ray life irad have no home in the 
US. I only get ECS200 a month 
here. I'm convinced the hidden 
agenda is for every one to leave. 
At some point, it will no longer 
be viable. But 1 wouldn't be el- 
igible to get to Britain. I'd have 
to find a way to get back to the* 
States.” 

Back in St Peter's Anglican 
church, Joseph and Helen 
agree. “I think they [Britain] 
would be happieT if everyone 
left the island," said Joseph. 
“Our island has no oO, no gold. 
It’s easy for they get rid of us." 

Despite their plight, they 
have not lost their faith. As I 
left, the Hallorans led the oth- 
er refugees, accompanied by a 
guitar, in belting out hymns. The 
volcano's destruction forgot- 
ten for a moment, they sang; 
“Oh Lord, my God, when I, in 
awesome wonder, consider all' 
the works Thy hand hath' 
made... How great Thou art.” : 


HALF PRICE SALE 
STARTS BOXING DAY 




When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get 
a beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that it*s built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there are some 
great offers on and "Whirlpool appliances too. 

Msit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 



Magnet 

liA / in * built for life 

for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 
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Iranian law blamed as girl 
killed by drug-addict father 


The cruel death of a nine- 
year-old girl - taken from 
her mother and handed 
to the custody of her 
drug-addict father after 
her parents’ divorce — has 
scandalised Iran. But, as 
our correspondent 
reports from Tehran, the 
tragedy of Arian Gobhani 
is leading to ever louder 
calls for a reform in the 
‘Islamic’ laws which 
favour men over women. 


Arian’s photograph rests on a li- 
brary shelf in Shfrin Ebadfs of- 
fice a blade ribbon wound round 
the top right-hand corner to re- 
mind visitors of the fate of tbe 
bright, open-faced child. Half- 
starved and beateo by he r father 
and step-brother, she weighed 

just 15kg (235st) when die died 
three months ago. And Mrs 
Ebadfs voice breaks when sbe 
speaks of the little “Our ‘Is- 
lamic’ law killed Arian because 



Arian, nine: Died after being handed over co her father 


should be given to her father," 
she says. “Our law was guilty." 

As head of the Iranian Na- 
tional Association for the Sup- 
port of Children's Rights, Mrs. 
Ebadi speaks her mind. She 
represented Arian Goishani's 
mother in tbe court case that fol- 
lowed the girl's death and open- 
ly blamed the misinterpretation 
of Koranic law when she ap- 
peared before the judicial au- 
thorities. “Arian’s father. Ah, was 
an addict - he had already been 
convicted of Qlidt relationships 
with other women and had been 
whipped for this -so why did he 
have custody of Arian?” Ac asks. 

Nahid and Ah Golshani had 
divorced in 1991, when Arian 
was three. Under Ir anian law a 
daughter can stay with her di- 
vorced mother up to the age of 
seven, boys up to only two years 
old, providing tbe mother does 
not remarry. But Mrs Golshani 
remarried. Desperately unhap- 
py, Arian was handed over to her 
father and his. new wife, Zahra, 
to live with them and with 
Zahra’s 12-year-old son by an 
earlier marriage, Ramtin. “They 
were torturing her," Mrs. Eba- 
di says. “Although her father had 
money ... they never gave her 
enough to eaL She was almost 
starving. Sbe was so frail that 
when her half-brother Ramtin 
kicked her, she fell to foe ground 
and started haemorrhaging.’' 

Iranian newspapers gave big 
coverage to Arian’s death - 
and the majtis (parliament) 
passed a new law giving custody 
of children to relatives or or- 


phanages if their parents were 
not qualified to look after them. 
“It was not what we wanted, but 
it was a small step forward,” Mrs 
Ebadi says. “We want the law 
changed so that after a divorce 
the court can decide who would 
be best at looking after the child. 
The law about giving a child to 
the father can be changed eas- 
ily. There is nothing about this 
in the Koran - this is an Iran- 
ian misinterpretation of Islam.” 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


In the event, Arian 's father, 
Ali, was given a prison sentence 
of two years and a further sen- 
tence of three years “internal ex- 
ile”. Arian's step-brother, 

Ramtin. who is now 18, has been 

sentenced to death by hanging 
for killing the little girl. None of 
this gives any satisfaction to Mre 
Ebadi. “Under our presen t law, 
if a father or a grandfather kills 
a child, there is no execution for 
this," she says. “They only have 
to pay blood-money to the 
mother ... This is a wrong legal 
view of children's rights." 

And, she adds, of women's 
rights. -‘Blood money for the 
killing of a woman is only half 
that fora man. More terrible still, 
if I kill a man, the court orders 
my execution by banging. But if 
a man kills me. my family have 


to go to court and pay half the 
blood money to him before the 
court can order his execution ... 
And look at the age of marriage 
- it’s nine years old for girls and 
15 for boys. But a father or 
grandfather can many a little girl 
off under the age of nine. This 
doesn't happen much - but it's 
the law and it must be changed. 
Then there i&sigeh - temporary 
marriage - which is. unfortu- 
nately, practised.” 

Mrs Ebadi writes in the 
Tehran press insisting on the 
aeed for legislative change but 
her campaign has earned her 
hate mail and threats. “People 
said that 1 was wrong, that 1 was 
a feminist, that I was ‘on the side 
of the West .” 

She is careful not to blame 
men for the lot of Iranian women 
. “We have 6.000 years of civili- 
sation here," she says. “The 
problem is that our laws come 
from a wrong interpretation of Is- 
lam. We could change these laws 
easily ... all these new laws were 
written after the 1979 revolution." 

Ask Mrs Ebadi about her 
views on the laws governing hi- 
jab - Islamic covering for 
women - and she scoffs at such - 
a foreigner's question. “I have 
bigger problems to deal with. 
When a husband can kill his 
wife and get away with it, this 
is a real problem - Did you 
know that we had 10.000 
women demonstrating after As- 
ian's death? And all of them 
were shouting: The law must be - 
reformed.’ This is what we - 
should be concentrating on." 
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If he could make 
an ass of himself, 
what about them? 


Damien Hirst, we learn, first began 
dabbling in animal parts as a boyish 
Bottom. What other prophetic 
epiphanies, Paul Tayhr asks, (urfe m 
the cast-0 sts of school plays past? 


The schoolmaster who taught ait to enfanis 
lerribks Damien Hirst and Marcus “Myra” 
Harvey spilt the beans to the press recently 
about his students’ triumphs in the world 
of amateur drama. Hirst, it seems, wowed 
pupils and parents alike with his Bottom 
in an end-of-tb e-year production of A Mid - 
summer Night's Dream. “I had to twist his 
arm a bit,” Mr David Wood, now 60, re- 
called. “Once he realised it was a part he 
could go to town on, be was in his element ” 
Evidently not a pinched Bottom; one won- 
ders whether there was a whiff of formalde- 
hyde about the ass’s bead. Marcus Harvey, 
by coaorast, played in a school production 
of Brecht’s The C aucasi a n Chalk Circle-. “He 
liked to be very helpful and used to visit 
Mr Wood’s borne in Dewsbury to paint 
scenery for the plays staged by the town’s 
art group,” glowed one report 

The revealing light cast on the people 
in today's headlines by their thespian ac- 
tivities at school is a field of study still rel- 
atively untilled. Unfilled, that is, until 
now. DaunLed not by my chronic allergy to 
dust, I have spent a happy fortnight rum- 
maging in the school magazine stacks of yes- 
teryear and taking my trusty tape-recorder 
to many a Sunset Home never before lit 
up by a journalist’s presence. As the 
drugget is dragged over the school nativi- 
ty play for yet another year, here 1 am rip- 
ping the wraps off the behaviour on the 
boards of the makers, shakers and fakers 
of the People's Britain. 

The five-year-old Myra Hindi ey caught 
in an indelibly touching performance as the 
Virgin Mary? Christine Hamilton lifting die 
roof off the school hall with a precocious- 
ly definitive Lady Macbeth? Oh, please, let’s 
not be obvious about this. Let’s begin, in- 
stead, with the current Minister for Further 
“Education, Education, Education", the 
very lovely Baroness Tessa Blackstone. 

“Tbssa had ns all in stitches with her 
gaffe-prone Mrs Malaprop -especially the 
night she left her beauty spot backstage in 
a biography of Beatrice Webb!” reminisces 
her drama teacher at Ware Grammar 
School, 86-year-old Miss “Dodie” Grange. 
“She took direction like alamb and was al- 
ways the first to make helpful suggestions 
about improving Sheridan’s dusty old di- 
alogue- Bjy the time we came to the first per- 
formance, Mrs Malaprop’s mistakes, or 
‘presentation problems’ as Tessa preferred 
to put it, had been halved. In my mind’s 


ear I can still hear the happy laughter Tessa’s 
characterisation provoked.” 

Over at La Saime Union Convent, 
Bath, some four years later, a woman on 
the other side of the political spectrum was 
strutting her stuff as Shakespeare's most 
poetically ineffectual monarch. “What 
Ann Widdecombe’s Richard 21 Jacked in 
ethereality,” reports the anonymous re- 
viewer in the La Sainle Record, “it more 
than made up in the occasional searing 
glimpses it gave of the much firmer ruler 
Richard might have been, had Rale allowed 
him to get a proper grip on himself. Top 
marks to Ann for a super death scene, its 
pathos only enhanced by Miss Abercrom- 
bie's sterling work on the zither.” 

Before he went up to Durham Choir 
School one Anthony Blair was causing quite 
a commotion at his nursery nativity play. Let 
Mrs Morag McBvish, who penned and di- 
rected the show, take up the story. “Och, 
he was a wee rascal when he was a bairn. 
He had a great pal, Harriet; we used to call 
them Noddy and Big Ears, on account of 
Harriet’s rather large lobes. Well, 1 cast the 
two of them as the innkeeper and his wife, 
you know, the ones who turn Mary and 
Joseph away. They had a wee duet - ‘No 
room, no room /haven't any room /haven't 
any room / haven’t any room / in the inn, 
sir’ - and lovely firm arm -gestures. 

“Everything went swimmingly at re- 
hearsal The performance, on the last day 
of term, was what 1 think you media peo- 
ple would describe as ‘a different ball game’. 
Blow me down, if Anthony didn't wander 
off and start distributing Christmas cards 
to the rest of the cast, leaving poor Harri- 
et to struggle on solo, with the ox and the 
ass noisily ripping into their envelopes. I 
said to him, ‘Why do you think Miss Ro- 
bisher went to the trouble of putting a 
Christmas post-box outside her office?' But 
when that wee laddie turned on a smile, och, 
you could forgive him anything.” 

Mrs McThvish is a keen follower of her 
pupil’s continuing acting abilities: “When 
he read that passage from Corinthians at 
Princess Diana’s funeral, he made it so 
much his own - so much, as they say these 
days, ‘in the moment’ - why, you quite for- 
got that St Phul had had the trouble of writ- 
ing it first!” 

That behaviour in a nativity play may 
be a clue to a performer’s future is borne 
out by Andrew Morton’s biography of 
Diana. There, “in her own words” she re- 
veals that at her prep school Ridcflesworth 
Hall “I was one of the twits who came and 
paid homage to the baby Jesus.” It was “the 
thrill of putting on make-up” that made 
school theatre bearable for her. But both 
here and at her later alma mater. West 
Heath, she reveals, “when I was asked to 



act. it was only on condition that I shouldn't 
have to speak." And that's kind of prophet- 
ic, for though she did learn to use her mouth 
in public, it's essentially as a silent image 
rather than as a voice that she is destined 
to be remembered. 

On a hunt through the yellowing gloiy 
of the programmes for the plays pnt on at 
Hendon County Grammar School, my 
eye hungered for some sighting of 
Martdelson P Would I find a record of his 
sizzling rendition of “Flash. Bang, Wallop, 
Wot A Picture!” in a never to be forgot- 
ten production of Half a Sixpence or of the 


amusing slip-up when his heavily padded 
Mr Pickwick launched intoa slightly revised 
version of his signature song: “When 1 rule 
the world / every day will be the first day 
of Lent”. No such luck. There’s just one 
reference, where, in a list of acknowledg- 
ments in the programme to a modem-dress 
As You Like It. a Peter Mandelson of Form 
3 is mysteriously thanked “for the loan of 
his Dusty Springfield record”. 

A reluctant thespian, then, as with 
someone once weD known to readers of 7 he 
Independent. Here is an extract from her 
school magazine. Spring Term 1975: “When 


a flu bug decimated the cast and a skiing 
accident put Sophie Robinson in traction 
(get well soon. Sophie, the lacrosse team 
bath need of thee!), the maatie of Gwen- 
dolen Fairfax [in Wilde’s Importance of 
Being Earnest] fell on to the surprised shoul- 
ders of Bridget Jones.” The reviewer re- 
ports that Jones “acquitted herself 
creditably” and gave a special spirit to the 
lines: “I never travel without a diary. One 
should always have something sensation- ' 
al to read on the train.” It’s dear from the 
tone of this review that the writer had an 
unreciprocated crush on Ms Jones. 


And it’s dear too. from the tone of the 
review that Stephen Fry wrote in the Up- 
pingham magazine at the tender age of 13, 
precisely in what direction he was heading. 
He begins by chiding three Inca extras in 
the school's Reyo/ Huru of the Sun for bunk- 
ing off to the pub. Then he does an about- 
turn and starts to defend the truants in those 
Wildean accents that have since given plea- 
sure to millions: “The first duty of life is 
never to see through appearances. The sec- 
ond is to see through one's disappearances 
to the scrumptiously sweet end.” 

To all the above, a very Meny Christmas. 


Horror of horrors! It ain't over till the tall, dark and gruesome guy sings 


It's 26 years now since 
Christopher Lee last 
made a horror film. But 
that won't stop Marianne 
Brace saying fangs for the 
memory* to cinema% 
own Prince of Darkness. 


A young couple are driving 
through the night in Italy when 
their car has a puncture. The 
husband urges his heavily preg- 
nant wife to stay put while he 
searches for a phone. In the 
dark, the man plunges down a 
ditdr at the edge of the road. He 
daws his way back up, covered 
from head to toe in made, and 
trudges across muddy fields in 
search of help. Finally he readi- 
es a house and knodks- 

“The owner opened the 
door,” recalls Christopher Lee, 
“took one look at me - this 
ghastly f igur e, obviously straight 
out of the grave - shrieked 'E 
luif and fainted." The unfor- 
tunate householder bad been 
watching Lee play Count Drac- 
ula only the night before. 

Lee is quick to add that 
things like that don’t happen of- 
ten. Despite making his name 
in such gore-blirney Hammer 
horrors as The Mummy, The 
Hound of the Basken’illes and 
The Face ofFu Manchu, Lee has 
also played the likes of Scara- 
mang a in The Man with the 
Golden Gun , Rochefort in The 
Three Musketeers and, most re- 
cently, Jinnah, the founder of 
Pakistan, in a film of the same 
name. “I haven’t done a horror 
film for 26 years," he stresses. 
But the fact that he is best 
known for his talent to scare is 
the cross he has to bear. 

Now 75, Lee has been in 
show business for 50 years, 
docking up 175 roles oo the big 
screen and 60 on the small He 
recently published an enter- 
taining autobiography. Talk 


Dark and Gruesome , to coincide 
with the centenary of Brain 
Stoker’s dassic Dracula novel. 

It’s easy to see why Lee was 
originallycasf as Vlad the bad. 
He’s 6ft 4, with a sepulchral 
voice. “People probably don’t 
think I have a smile or ever 
laugh,” he says jauntily. “They 
don't realise that, to have 
played some of the roles I’ve 
played, you need a tremen- 
dous sense of humour and of 
the ridiculous. You have to 
know how far you can go in 
making the unbelievable be- 
lievable. Wfclk over that line and 
you lose the audience's sus- 
pension of disbelief.” 

It was humour that be shared 
with his great friend Peter Cush- 
ing, with whom he starred in 22 
films. When the two first met, 
on the set of The Curse of 
Frankenstein , Lee complained 
that be hadnY any lines. “You’re 
lucky,” Cushing replied. “I've 
read the script.” 

Patience and stamina proved 
essential for honor acting. In his 
time, Lee has burst through 
gloss windows while dad only in 
exploding bandages; muscles 
have been tom from carrying a 
moribund maiden through a 
swamp with his arms fully ex- 
tended; bird-eating spiders have 
strolled across his shoulders. He 
has thrashed through hawthorn 
bushes and been impaled 
enough times to rival any self- 
respecting pin cushion. 

The uncle of actress Harri- 
et Walter and cousin (through 
marriage) of author Ian Flem- 
ing, Lee comes from an extra- 
ordinary family- His mother, a 
beautiful Italian contessa, could 
trace her roots back 2,000 years. 
Her grandmother had been 
bom in Briaon, the daughter of 
a coachman; at 17, she had gone 
lo Tasmania, met Lee’s aristo- 
cratic great-grandfather, who 

had fled Italy, and married 
him. “She sang with her daugh- 
ters in a covered wagon to the 



Christopher Lee: out for the Count again 


miners and was called The Tas- 
manian Nightingale.” 

Lee’s father (who aban- 
doned his family when Lee was 
just four) was a professional sol- 
dier. “Lee is a gypsy name. The 
word comes from the old Eng- 
lish word meaning wood." 

Once, when the actor was 
filming in Ireland, a man with 
a nose “like a pharaoh” ap- 
proached Lee. asking about the 
origins of his family. “I was a bit 
alarmed when I saw all these 
men, with their blue-black hair 
and dark skins, looking at me 
from the other end of the puh. 
Bur then they all started nodding 
when I said my name." 


Lee didn't begin acting un- 
til after the war. His talent to 
entertain lay mainly in his abil- 
ity to throw knives the way 
others throw darts. And. over 
the years, he has buckled his 
swash with the best of them. An 
Italian unde, a diplomat known 
as 11 Conic Rosso from his pn- 
litical leanings, suggested that 
his nephew become an actor. “Ir 
certainly wasn’t a question at be- 
ing dazzled by the glamour of 
it,” says Lee. 

This was just as well, for de- 
spite some first-rate chillers 
like The lllcker Man. LccVCV 

lists quite a few clunkers. He 
lakes umbrage at the suggestion 


that he may have “got stuck in 
rotten films”. He says be always 
felt that the only way to leant 
the job was to do it. “Having 
been turned down for looking 
too foreign and too tall I re- 
alised I had to take everything 
1 was offered simply for the ex- 
perience in front of the camera." 

Thoughtfully stroking his 
silver beard, he adds: “I have 
been in some very indifferent 
films, but 1 don’t knew any ac- 
tor who hasn’t. I remember 
one very distinguished actor 
saying to me after two days on 
set, ‘We’ve got ourselves into a 
terrible situation. This is crap. 
But we're going to make sure 
it's the best crap possible.’” 

Lee's real break came in the 
late 1950s when Hammer start- 
ed re-making in colour the 
black-and-white horror classics 
of the Thirties. It revived agenre 
that had onoe been a major part 
of the studios’ output. For Lee, 
the secret of good horror is “ter- 
rorism without risk. The fact is 
that people know that, when 
they’ leave the cinema, it can’t 
really happen. I never set out to 
terrify people. Never.” 

Lee quit making horror 
movies when he fell they were 
becoming “nauseating”. Stakes 
through the heart are one thing. 
he says, severed eyeballs quite 
another. “In the films we did, 
you didn't see anything.” Lee's 
old friend and colleague Boris 
Karloff used to tell him. “Leave 
it to the audience. They’ll always 
think of something worse.” 

Those early Hammer films 
are now considered classics. Al 
the time, though, they were dis- 
missed as “vulgar”, “repellent”, 
“revolting”. According to Lee, 
critics “had to eat their words. 
Hammer has been very influ- 
ential one of the most suc- 
cessful independent production 
companies of all time.” Dracu- 
ta grossed around $75m and 
Universal’s president once told 
Lee that it had saved the 


company from bankruptcy. 

“If you were lo look at the 
histoiy of films, you’d be sur- 
prised at some of the actors who 
have played in this kind of 
movie.” Jack Nicholson was 
once the juvenile in films fea- 
turing Peter Lorre and Karloff; 
more recently, such stars as 
Ralph Richardson, Donald 
Sutherland and Charlotte Ram- 
pling have crept through crypts 
and vamped in vaults. 

And not only actors have 


been horrified. “Spielberg, De 
Palma, Scorsese, Coppola.” says 
Lee, counting them off on his 
fingers. “They all told me the 
same thing: ‘We were brought 
up on your movies.’ ” 

If Lee has any regrets, ir’s 
that he never got to sing. The 
Swedish tenor Jussi Bjoriing - 
the Pladdo Domingo of his day 
-once told him, “You’ve got the 
voice. You should do something 
with j’l” 

Now Lee has at last re- 


leased his first CD. On Devils, 
Rogues and Other Villains, the 
actor sings a collection of songs 
ranging from cowboy ballads to 
Russian opera arias. Ir's enough 
to make the Count writhe in his 
grave. 

Christopher Lee stars in 'Drac- 
ula - Prince of Darkness' at 
11.05pm tomorrow on Channel 
4. His autobiography. Tall, Dark 
and Gruesome', is published by 
Victor GoUancz at £15. 99 
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To all owners of NEC G9 
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details which state MRD-ADM -0004-05 
(made in Taiwan or China). 

If you require farther inf or mati on or 
advice, please call our customer 
careSne on 01952 237188. 
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All I want for Christmas is some peace and quiet 
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What are Britain’s ab fab fashion 
designers, from Antonio Berardi 
to Vivienne Westwood, dreaming 
of finding under the Christmas 
tree tomorrow morning? Mefanfe 
Rickey and Holly Davies took notes 
from their Christmas lists. 
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Vivienne Westwood, fashion designer 
“I would like an old-fashioned earthenwear 
co us- co us cooking pot, the best quality 
olive oil some shallots, chillies, and spices. 
I don’t want alu minium because it poisons 
you.” 

Tagine, £30. by Le Gneuset, available 
from Elizabeth David Cook Shop. 3 A 
North Row, The Market, London WC2, 
0171-836 9167. 

Ren Pearce and Andrew Florida of 

glamour design duo, Pearce Fionda 
Ren: Fd like a crash course in motorbike 
riding and a Moto Guzzi when I pass. Oh, 
and a whole set of leathers to go with it.” 

Andrew: “I want a puppy. Something 
cute and Duffy. Actually, I'd like a Rot- 
tweiler. Otherwise, I'd like a year’s pass 
to the Odeon cinema, or a subscription to 
Empire magazine or The Independent. 
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Ben de List evening wvor designer F * 

“I’d love to find a rolled-up ff yV /. 
Rothko canvas in my stocking; if 4MB|| 
it was framed it wouldn't fit in.” 

Mark Rothko 1930-1970 by 
Diane Wild man, Thames & Hudson, £45, 
available to order from Dillons Arts. 
Long Acre, Covent Garden, WCZ 0171- 
836 1359. 

Antoni & Alison T-shirt designers 
Alison: “Old-fashioned flowery bath cubes, 
preferably mixed scents.” 

Antoni: “A pair of cotton socks.” 

Bath cubes available from Boots the 
Chemist and leading department stores. 
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iruS would also like a friend for mygoldfisk “jg.'SSffXJ hwEmia^ ' 
Inacio: “1 would like a life. But I would really like a British bulldog. rdcail ner cmmq. r 

I will be on * the lime you read folk, 1 ^ 
like a simple bikini top, maybe something from Liza Bruce. <■■»«>. 


X 


■ ■ u M 










Sonja NuttalL young designer 

“I would love a cream Vespa Piaggio to get around on, but the only trouble is, if Iget 
one of them I would need a Prada anorak and a bobble hat with matching mittens frpm 
Antoni & Alison too, not to mention a pair of chic goggles. If I can't have those I wopl 
love an Elsa Peretti fishbowl and two goldfish. My ultimate gift, however, is the ont^I 
got. My best friends have sent me off to a little Fijian island to relax, snorkel playjjcor 
nis and do nothing. As you read this I will be there, hopefully lying under a palm tripe 
with a cocktail by my side reading Robinson Crusoe or something.” ! 






S?£ 




. , . ijiitr 

■•■j 1 f.-r * — . - 

-i- - 

r ‘“ . " - ’«./?'* cuOCM 
"/ ■ . v; r.Wty 

-j-A, 

. ,\;7 « 

: V - 

. . # - .)■*» hts L 

, - lii if i utM 

. * 7 r .5 * i 

"re r :%• k tii 

■ ^ *:*vd "tl 

" , 4: :r 
■ - 

..J: wish ipM 

i W*' 


T.i. . .-.-s a Xen 




Mfc; 




,r. -»n « 

i v.»JtifrCNM 


■ '"W MV 


mk 


r. r -■ - 

i -j.tr. 

I — 

' r £ 

r-i*.. - • 

: rsr -"^ 

:■ g-rrM- 

.I i.*: !: - 

•i ,:.'i -• ‘ 

■ - 

j 

'I a::I 

i 2~:> i r ; 


. :: r ;haa *» 
hr 

• • oJ . ' 








:-vt Carol 
:,v mtlli 
.-.od to 




-intrc, cd 








i:v- 


! "ir 


' E2j - , I 


■ *- c book. i 

r.a a «4Mcr: 

• ’..t. 

-- - :>iTRi im. 

- :v: (HIbb£. 

^ »tvribc 

■ ; T> c 
-- e S:^uiL . 

!'ir 

■ • f .WL. - ' 

: :a;c c« 




Br^WfeA* 




' . ft'. Ti 

r .t 

= : 

i. J«r. rr. .u 
. i i 

« 

Ti 


-{ fcfl.:-. 

! ■ eifed- 

; reia, J-. c 

■ | r ^v T . 

. : 

■ ! ®ft;V| 

• : soil." 


;; • 

j '■ '-'•■crthaoce.’ ' 

[f* : '- r - to 

' '.a ;-j 

h. I -•**— ' ■ 

J 3 

‘••in itij 

-r.:: r. c - wamrd. 

s, ‘ 

r.v^Bcnt 


1^, 


Antonio BerardL young designer 
“A Chrome Heart ke>- chain from Browns, 
and a Dolce & Gabbana coat.” 

Chrome Heart key chain, £1-500, from 
Browns. 23-27 South Molton Street, 
London W1 

Owen Gaster, young designer 
"In my dreams I warn a black Aston Mar- 
tin Lagonda. from 1979. I saw one in 
Brighton and it made me go weak at the 
knees. F d also quite like a cat. because I'm 
moving house and leaving my cals with my 
family. Or a chunky gold chain, maybe one 
from Adams." 
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Suzie Hayman had been an only child for 40 years when 
she got the phone call: 'Hello, it’s your sister Carol’ 


Suzie Hayman , agony aunt of 
•Woman’s Own’, found she had a 
history as complex as anyone’s she 
counsels, and it gets more 
complex as time goes on. 


e 


1 “Hello Suzie, it’s your sister Carol” is a 
pretty ordinary way for a Sunday morn- 
l jng phone call to begin - except that I’m 
| in my 40s and have spent my entire life 
fas an only child. Carol’s existence wasn’t 
total surprise - her ringing me was. 

My parents divorced when 1 was three 
tooths old. Once, in passing, my moth* 

: said, “And another thing, I’ve never for- 
iven your father for giving Carol back,” 
ixcuse me? Who’s Carol? I did manage 
> pick up that Carol was his daughter 
»m a previous marriage, before the sub- 
ct was closed, never to be mentioned 
;am. When 1 was asked to appear, in my 
>le as Agony Aunt, on an edition of The 
me, The Place on television that dealt 
^ th getting in touch with lost relatives I 
I und myself considering my own miss- 
ig link. 

One of the other “experts" was Colin 
I irclough of the Salvation Army Family 
1 icing Service and when I said on air that 
I rould not only understand but em- 
p hise with one woman’s feelings because 
I, oo, had never known my father, Colin 
aj ed me whether I would like to use their 
sc nee to trace my father's side of my fam- 
il) When Z asked Colin to go ahead, he 
qickly confirmed that my father had 
be □ married before and had a daughter, 
Ci ol, from that earlier relationship. She 
wa five years older than me but neither 
sh< nor my father conld be traced in the 
HI So he placed an ad in the Johannes- 
burg Star , asking for any news about iny fa- 
then his Last known whereabouts. I didn't 
fine my father, but my sister found me. 

1 e talked on the phone and wrote to 
eacl other and then Carol made a flying 
visit for a short week, to the UK last Sep- 
tember, to meet me and to visit her god- 
:r Margaret, who was her mother’s 
It was a strange, edgy week that: 
with a new tie, wanting to keep in' 
and know more. It also left me, 
to Margaret, with the only fiill-fece 
"ve ever seen of our father. Three 
ago, I returned the visit and trav- 
' South Africa, where I had been • 
d left over 35 years ago. 



Bo&bfus have beep on2y,duZdrcn and 


both of us were brongbj: irp m^Smt^t^ . . 
talignorancfcaboiit ouf.4 
actually spent a"ye^"w^<ffi'ghe was 
arou n efi thr ee&fot^ BV&ig with our fa- 
ther an<!| my mothetbefore berown moth- 
er regained custody. But when her mother 
remarried Dad had never been mentioned 


again. ; 

Bothof us were, have been, are thrilled 
and intrigued at having a sister. She has 
a daughter and a son and all three can re- 
member her interrupting a squabble of 
theirs once, to tell them one day they’d 
be grateful to have each other. It’s in- 
teresting that we only describe each oth- 
er as “half sisters” when explaining each 
other to other people. Tb each other, we’re 
“sissies”. She’s the South African sissie 
born in England, I’m the English sissie 
born in South Africa. 

Carol and I have enough physical 
likeness for it. to be no surprise to any- 
one that we are sisters. When I met her 
mother, I thought 1 1 was seeing my owu 
grandmother for a second. There’s no 
doubt that people tend to be drawn to the 
same template, so it shouldn’t be sur- 
prising that Carol's mother Jane and my 
motive, and so their, daughters, share a 
stKMjgjphysical resemblance. 

I’raet my sister, and went to South 
AfnS& with very few preconceptions and 
without expecting much. I was very aware 
that both of us could have very conflict- 
ing ideas about what we wanted, antici- 
pated or needed from any contact. I’ve 
talked to and heard from enough people 
who have run, arms wide, towards a lost . 
relative to be met by horrified rejection 
or incomprehension, to know that this is 
a situation that has to be taken slowly, 
carefully and with frequent pauses for 
stock-taking. 
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Sister act: Suzie and Carol, above, reunited in England. Below left, Suzie with her mother Anne, leaving behind South Africa and, below right, Carol 


My new sister 
- or is it ‘my 
remarkably 
Jewish sister?’ 


I’m unmistakably Jewish. My 
mother is Jewish and I had al- 
ways thought I got my looks 
from her line. I bad been told 
chat my father was not Jewish. 
My half-sister Carol's mother 
was certainly not Jewish (she 
was Church of England). 
Carol’s husband is not Jewish, 
yet my first big impression of 
her daughter, my lovely niece, 
was how Jewish she looks. It’s 
- the mouth, it's the cheek- 
bones and yes - it’s the nose, 
just like mine. 

So were ray father's parents 
(or one of them) Jewish? This 
was certainly not the autho- 
rised version of the stoiy; the 
only thing my mother has ever 
said about my father is that be 
was not Jewish. And yet when 
Dad was with my mother, he 
threw himself into the Israeli 
War of Independence and 
pulled off one of the most au- 
dacious stunts of the whole 
campaign; he stole a flight of 
planes, flew them illegally 
from England to Palestine, 
and hit the headlines of every 
major British newspaperof the 
time. Why had he been pre- 
pared to put himself at such 
risk, if he wasn’t Jewish, ac- ' 
knowledged or unacknowl- 
edged? I have so far found no 
way of discovering. 

My grandmother adored 
my husband Vic, and as Jew- 
ish grandmothers do when 
they adore someone, she 
thought he must be Jewish. 
She always said his name - 
Cowan - must have original- 
ly been Cohen. But Vic’s father 
was violently anti-Semitic, so 
it was always a bit of a dig at 
him,_to claim Vic as an hon- 
oraiy member of the people. ' 
Except, we later found out, it „ 
was . true. V!c> father was 
Jewish. 

And so, as I have found 
time and time again when 
counselling others, the sub- 
conscious drive towards “mar- 
ital fit” keys in to common 
ground that we are not even 
told is there. 




What happened in our week together dangers of expecting one thing and get- 
in Britain and our two weeks in South ting another. She had arranged a breath- 
Africa wasn't all moonlight and roses, and taking, non-stop tour with lots of activity, 
what underlay some prickly moments was and little pause for reflection. We had a 




something we should have anticipated, spectacular bust-up on my last-but-onc 
Just because Carol had welcomed contact, day. which in retrospect 1 could see com- 
was older thaa-me aad just as intelligent, ing. But even this was new and reassuring, 
didn't mean we were both as aware of the She thinks I'm frighteningly competitive 


and aggressive, I think she's horribly lack- 
ing in assertiveness and confidence. Yet 
you can, I discover, have awful fights with 
a sibling and still be close. We’re not 
friends, who you choose, but relatives, that 
you’re landed with, and that actually feels 
good. 

We went to several game reserves, 
which I’d missed out on doing the last time 
I was in South Africa, and we both laid 
and raised quite a few ghosts when we vis- 
ited my grandparents’ house in Joburg- 
a very atmospheric, melancholy and 
strange event What did take me unawares 
was how much going hack to South 
Africa would feel like going home. 

Take the language. I hadn’t realised the 
extent to which Afrikaans was also part 
of my vocabulary. I've always worn 
"takkics" rather than trainers, I tend to 
say “Shame" instead of “What a pity! ” 
and found myself dropping into“Ach, sis” 
( another variant of the same ) very quick- 
ly. When someone said “Wagenbikki” I 
did. because I knew it meant “Whit a 
minute", and when asked to look for the 
robot, knew it was a traffic light I was nev- 


er meant to find, not R2D2. 1 needed no 
translation or explanations when order- 
ing brinjals or biltong, started (or re- 
sumed) thinking of anything I liked as 
“lekker” (nice, great, pleasant), and re- 
turned the greeting “Yebo” (Yes, or an all- 
encompassing “How’s it going?” in both 
Siswati and Isuzulu) as if I’d been doing 
it all my life. As, I suppose, I had. 

The reaction of friends has been illu- 
minating. Some are thrilled, excited and 
delighted for me and inLrigued to meet 
my new relatives. Some are wary, even 
shocked and appalled. One, who himself 
has an older half-sister in similar 
circumstances, is forceful in his insistence 
that he'd never want to meet her and that 
he can’t understand why I should. As I 
pointed out, however, it’s easy for him - 
he has a full sister and brother and grew 
op knowing what it’s like to have siblings, 
l didn't. 

f was more surprised by my husband 
Vic, who three weeks before I left sud- 
denly said this isn't something he’d have 
done. I was taken aback because he has 
been so supportive, so pleased for me. 


He’s been unstintingly generous in urg- 
ing me to spend so much of our money 
on my trip. But he was honest in point- 
ing out, as I don’t think I quite appreci- 
ated, how little he does or can, share how 
I feel. But then Vic, too, has a brother and 
was brought up with all the drawbacks and 
negatives of sibling rivalry and jealousy. 
He has the baggage of having a brother 
and not being able to remember anything 
positive about that bond while I have the 
baggage of having no one. 

I went back to South Africa to meet a 
family 1 hadn't known 1 had - a half sis- 
ter, a niece and a nephew. In the process 
I recovered parts of myself I hadn't re- 
alised I missed, and found exactly what 1 
always thought siblings provide for each 
other - a mirror image, that can be re- 
assuring as well as disconcerting and some- 
times uncomfortable; a link and sense of 
belonging; some companionship, some 
emulation, some competition. We have 
startling parallels in our lives and our likes 
and dislikes, and some tastes that are 
worlds apart. But we are sisters, and that’s 
new to me, and fun. 
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Diary of a divorce 


I'm getting a decree absolute for 
Christmas. It’s through on 
Christmas Eve and 1 don't know 
bow I'm going to feeL 1 have this 
nasiy suspicion that there is one 
more pothole of grief into which 
I must fail and get soaked and 
muddy before the whole deal is 
over. Probably at around Sam 
on the 25th when I wake np with 
a hangover, alone on Christmas 
morning for the first time in IS 
years. But not really alone be- 
cause I'll probably have Buster 
and Bunny in bed with me, mak- 
ing the most of my new Very 
Nice Chap's absence to wrap 
themselves around my body. 

Very Nice Chap (hereafter 
VNC). being young and un- 
married. is going home for 
Christmas to be with his parents. 
At least my decree ahsoluie will 
do a bit of good there, remov- 
ing some of my status as Female 


Predator. Because, lei's face it. 
on the list of parental night- 
mares, older married women 
with children come somewhere 
around drunken car crashes 
and bit parts in Truin\potiing. At 
least as a divorcee I will no 
longer be forcing their little lad 
into adultery. In an attempt to 
convince VNC's parents lhai I 
wasn’t biting him into pieces to 
be consumed at my leisure we 
went to visit at the weekend. 
VNC was confident that meet- 
ing me would allay their fears. 
I was confident that meeting me 
would give them a nervous 
breakdown. I’m no good at not 
swearing or laying off tasteless 
jokes about the Royal Family for 
two hourvlet alone two days. 

By the time thi* long drive 
Up North was done 1 was almost 
speechless with nerves. "I'm 
39 years old.” I squeaked to my- 


self inside. “I'm an adult.” Bui 
my identity as an adult seemed 
to have dropped out of the car 
going over the Humber Bridge. 
1 was 12 years old and up be- 
fore the headmistress for being 
very naughty indeed. 

We arrived. Parked. Stepped 
out into the frosty street. I had 
expected something dour, grey 
and post-industrial. A place 
where even the architecture 
would label me us a bohemian 
Southerner with the moral fibre 
of a slipper limpet {Crepidula 
fiwicata). What I found was 
that I had entered a Janet 
Arlberg world where every red 
hrick in every house had its 
place and was glowing with 
friendliness. The floodlit Min- 
ster peeping over the rooftops, 
the vclluw light in the windows 
and the clipped icy trees in the 
front gardens, all said this is a 


place where everything is as it 
should be. This is a place where 
all families stay together, where 
the milk is delivered in lime for 
breakfast and there is always 
cake for tea. This was the place 
that had made VNC into a 
VNC. Where magical child- 
hood stuff happened all the time 
without anyone having to flash 
a Mastercard, or plan it for three 
months in advance. 

VNC walked up the path in 
the middle of the front garden, 
to a door in the middle of the 
bouse. He walked in without key 
or knocking, rightly certain of 
the welcome we’d get warm. 
Open. Not the armed combat 
you have waiting to offer 
Parental Nightmare number 
23. And then I was in danger of 
weeping my way across the 
threshold. This is what I had 
wanted for my kids dammit. 


This feeling of safety and right- 
ness. This is what Td have liked 
myself, a parental front door still 
open in adulthood to go 
through without question. A 
place where you could go and 
make yourself toast and Mar- 
mite at bedtime but still be told 
off about putting your feet on 
the furniture. 

So anyway, I stopped being 
nervous and began to enjoy a 
weekend off being an adult A 
weekend staying with some- 
body else's Mummy and Daddy 
who are just like your own 
Mummy and Daddy only nicer 
(or in my case alive). I ale roast 
and gravy, played whist, spent 
ages in the bath and was flood- 
ed with the stories of another 
family: the time VNC grew a 
giant pumpkin, the time his sis- 
ter nearly fell down Snowden, 
the time his Mum bad hyster- 


ics burying a rat and his dad 
climbed on the roof of Beverly 
Races. I even enjoyed sleeping 
alone in the spare room while 
VNC was tucked up in his old 
bed next door. Saying good 
night with smouldering re- 
pressed passion at the bed- 
room door is something I 
haven't experienced since I was 
17. As a fuel for the first months 
of a new relationship I'd rate it 
along with the stuff they use to 
get rockets into orbit. Tbcked up 
under my rose petal quilt and 
dressed in the only nightie 1 
could find at home which ap- 
proaches virginal, I let the long- 
term homely rightness of the 
house sink into me. And prayed 
to the God of rose petal quilts 
and trellis wallpaper that second 
time around I could build a lit- 
tle of this world for myself. 

Stem Morgan 
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Should we gloat? After years of be- 
ing told that the Anglo-Saxon mod- 
el of capitalism was out of date, and 
that salvation lay in slavishly copy- 
ing the Tiger economies of the Fj» 
we see South Korea in deep, deep 
trouble. No. we shouldn't gloat, part- 
ly because gloating is unattractive 
and partly because our own system 
is so far from perfect Perhaps, in- 
stead, we should lament, because of 
the investment consequences for 
British workers who had hoped for 
Korean-backed jobs. But certainly, 
we should took and learn the lessons 
of what is shaping up to be a very 
nasty economic smash indeed. 

South Korea's problems will not 
be cured by the recent change of 
government there, nor by an IMF 
bail-ouL It won’t be cured either - 
though this thought has been seri- 
ously entertained in some alleged- 
ly geopoliticaily sophisticated 
quarters- by some sudden invasion 
of the South by Comrade Kim D 
Jung's war machine, forcing Seoul 
to get its act together. The Presi- 
dent-elect Kim Dae Jung says they 
never told him things were as se- 
rious as they are. Hardly surprising: 
for what is wrong in South Korea 





is the system, an entire network of 
dependencies between firms, banks 
and the political class. and beyond 
them organised labour with its ex- 
pectations of jobs and rewards in an 
industrial sector that is, to put it per- 
functorily, half bankrupt. 

The blunt fact is that the 
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Korean post-war syMcm does no! fit 
the world of the 21st century. 
Changing will be painful. The po- 
litical fall-out from the International 
Monetary Fund's demarche in South 
Korea has yet to register - think of 
Britain's trauma in the mid-Seven- 
lies when the Cabinet sat to take dic- 
tation from the world bankers, and 
then multiply that. This time, the 
IMF loan is only a starting-point. 
Next year, and many years to come, 
will sec a drastic restructuring of 
both social and economic relation- 
ships within South Korea. Autarky 
is noi an option, as the merest 
glimpse through the wire north- 
wards towards Pyongyang is enough 
to show. Somehow the Korean po- 
litical class will have to find the re- 
sources to force nation and 
economy to take and keep on tak- 
ing some nasty medicine. 

Meanwhile, we are not idle 
spectators at Korean and Japanese 
convulsions (and let as all hold our 
breath for China). Thai stock 
phrase of the decade, globalisation, 
is now seen to have concrete mean- 
ing for the workforces of South 
Wales and Tyneside. It means Lucky 
Goldstar or the other Korean 
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conelomc rates reconsidering in- 
vestment projects. And it is not just 
indastrial workers who are going to 
be caught in the Korean knock-on 
through Tokyo to Will Street; whose 
pension fund does not contain 
stock vulnerable to decline and 
fall in one of those markets? 

And yet- to say this risks hubns 
- the British system appeals in its 
fundamentals in relatively good 
shape and as such offers - meekly 
offers - a lesson or two. This is no 
compliment to Gordon Brown or 
even to Kenneth Darke but per- 
haps. yet again, a tribute to the ne- 
cessity of Thatcherism. Though we 
are still counting the considerable 
social cost, the British economy did 
survive a necessary trial by liberal- 
isation. It hurl but it worked. True, 
we can hardly claim a bill of health 
that docs not have large doctors* 
queries on it. The flow of capital 
through the banks into productive 
investment is far from perfect, 
there does seem to be a national 
preference for short-term prof- 
itability over corporate (and em- 
ployment) growth. 

None the less. Big Bang worked. 
It sharpened financial performance 


and make relationships between 
savers and investors mart trans- 
parent It destroyed 
Jrfthe closed corporal* wodA 

What you see - cribcaDy - in ten® 

of decisions by politicians, regula- 
tors and central bankets is largely 
what you get If most of Britain is 
having a good Christmas, that 

Pard ta&oul and Tbkyo, though, 
non-transparency has been the 

post-war norm, along with a behet 

in the capacity of governments to 

make and move markets. We need 
to be careful in our use of laftguage- 
Some find it all too easy to mount 
the pulpit steps and start preaching 
liberal epistles to the Confucians. 
There is an incipient danger of 

racism at worst and, at best, of fate- 

tempting arrogance in suggesting 
that we, the West, have the key to 
tbeir salvation. They alone possess 
that. The Japanese economy m 
particular is a big and powerful beast 
which, if sluggish, may spring again. 

It is indeed to Japan that at- 
tention starts to turn even as mar- 
kets collapse and politicians weep 
in SeouL When will the Japanese lay 
bold of their regional responsible- 


ties? A Korean 

Japanese trade and investment 

^chrnore rerio^thandgOrf , 

any other country. Yet Japanese a- _ . 

-arity to advise and assist Semti is_ . . 

hampered not just by juries*-. : 

oflSory but Tokyo* 

tnaturitv in diplomacy and defiim e % 

polity. "What isno dearly mi®ui8 m i; 

japan is a younger generatnwm . 

economic life as muc h as m -part y 

politics, angry and enetgent ... 

^ What has come over us? Qn»- 

mas Eve beckons and wo re Math- 
Stag about Japan? Yes. berause a ... 
central lesson for the year ahead is 
that today the economics and pol- 
itics of the -FaY’ East are actually , 
very dose to home. Their success ^ 
or failure touches our own lives and. -. 
prospects. But politically and« f r 

turaDy they are much nusunderstooo. 

and little studied. The agony. ^L-V- 
Seool doesn't touch us quite as 1$; " 
would if the crisis was happening 
Paris orTbronto. But that's out-of*> - 
date thinking : our prosperity part^ 
ly depends on how successful^; '• 
bravely and quickly these too nation^ ; 
reform themselves. In tbe yea 
ahead, they will need all the luck ad : ; 

courage they can muster. . . 


• 
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Blair’s project 

Sin Sadly a partem begins to 
emerge. 

1) Make welfare savings 
from those most in need, not 
those best able to lose benefits. 

2) (Rightly) reduce tax ex- 
emptions for the moderately 
well-off while (wrongly) justify- 
ing tax havens for tbe super-rich. 

3) Make university fees a 
land of inheritance tax, related 
to parents' income not the 
wealth of all who gain from 
graduate skills. 

Therefore I predict: (4) pre- 
serve the extra payments per stu- 
dent for Oxbridge colleges. On 
the whole they have the bright- 
est students, tbe biggest incomes, 
the greatest reserves, the readi- 
est donations. Of course they 
need tbe most state support. 

Is this tbe shape of Blairisms 
to come? 

PETER ROBB 
London N1 

Sin There is indeed no doubt, 
as Polly Toynbee says (article, 
22 December), Lhat the whole 
welfare system needs reform. It 
is far from the platitude that she 
assumes, however, to say that 
unemployed people should be 
“prodded" into work. 

Whilst it is true that National 
Insurance should no longer pay 
out according to notional con- 
tributions made, it is far from 
obvious that ail payments 
should be made according to 
need. Assessment of need, oth- 
erwise known as means-testing, 
has, when applied to state ben- 
efits, the very undesirable side- 
effect of creating poverty traps. 
It is in any case redundant 
when we have an existing sys- 
tem of assessment in the form 
of income tax. 

What is so degrading, even 
unethical, about the present sys- 
tem is the withdrawal of bene- 
fit from a marginally employable 
person who starts to cam a lit- 
tle money. This is the equivalent 
of an income tax rate of at least 
70 per cent and sometimes over 
100 per cent on the earnings of 
the very poorest of our people. 
They don't need “prodding". Re- 
moval of the present disincen- 
tives would suffice. Benefits can 


be universal while income lax 
looks after the inequality. 
OWEN DUMPLETON 
Washington, Tyne and Wear 

Sin Who are these armies of 
people claiming benefit not de- 
signed for them? (David 
Aaronovitch, IS December). 

Incapacity benefit, intro- 
duced by the last government, 
is accompanied by a strict and 
terrifying medical examination 
(less like a medical, more like 
being on trial, in my experience.) 

To hear some people talk 
one would think that benefit 
c laim ants receive lottery-size 
fortunes each week. In fact few 
benefits exceed £3,000 a year 
and some, including incapacity 
benefit, are taxed. 

Mr Aaronoviich’s world of 
work and good health is miles 
away from the lives we disabled 
people live, as I can testify, hav- 
ing journeyed from the former 
to the latter. All we ask for is a 
fair deal: the ongoing debate 
shows that there is little un- 
derstanding of the world of 
disability and what it involves. 
DAVID SEYMOUR 
London SE4 

Sin Fran Abrams kindly quotes 
my maiden speech (“Maiden 
speeches that came top of tbe 
class", 22 December) but un- 
fortunately repeats comments at- 
tributed to me in connection with 
the debate at the Parliamentary 
Labour Party meeting on the 
subject of lone parent benefits. 

Can I, once and for ail, set 
the record straight by confirm- 
ing that 7 actually said that if we 
felt benefit payments alone 
would meet the needs of lone 
parents we “should be paying a 
realistic amount of £50 to £60 
per week not the price of a cou- 
ple of packets of cigarettes”. 

1 certainly did not demean 
the importance of the benefit to 
lone parents: nor would I. It is 
unfortunate that the strength of 
feeling during the debate was 
such as to lead some comrades 
to put out the inaccurate and 
damaging version lhat Fran 
Abrams unwittingly repeated. 
STEVE POUND MP 
(Ealing North, Lab ) 

House of Commons 


Bum or recycle 

Sin Reading tbe article (6 De- 
cember) which asked “Should 
you recycle this paper?” I was 
pleased to see reference to our 
research comparing the envi- 
ronmental credentials of recy- 
cling and other types of waste 
management. I was surprised 
though to see that I apparent- 
ly recommend that people bum 
waste paper in their fireplaces. 

This is not the case, and from 
an environmental viewpoint it 
would be quite damaging (and 
probably illegal in most UK 
cities). Our research investi- 
gated the burning of waste pa- 
per in modem “energy from 
waste” plants, which have ex- 
tensive environmental controls 
and recover the energy content 
of the paper veiy efficiently. Do- 
mestic fireplaces are smoky 
and inefficient - however nice 
they are to sit by. 

Our research showed that re- 
cycling is much better for the en- 
vironment than landfilling, but 
that recovering energy from the 
waste might be better stiH How- 
ever, modem energy from waste 
plants are at present few and far 
between. So don’t stop recycling 
now, but as a society we need to 
think long and hard about waste 
strategies for the future. 

Dr MATTHEW LEACH 
Imperial College 
London SW7 

Faith for today 

Sir Paul Vhllely's forward-look- 
ing articles on religion (20 De- 
cember) rightly stress the need 
for religion to be recognised as 
a vital part of our fife here on 
earth, not a subject for intel- 
lectual gymnastics nor a mystic 
means of communication- even 
of salvation, open only to true 
believers in a particular theo- 
logical system. 

The three phases of religion 
identified by Friedrich von 
Hugel - institutional, intellectual 
and emotional (perhaps better 
termed as spiritual) - are all in- 
dispensable; but moving to an 
understanding of the next 
should not imply rejection of the 
last, merely the need to put it 
into context. We are not se- 


quential pilgrims; we do not 
need to leave behind our cultural 
roots, nor our intellect, when en- 
tering spiritual territory. 

How can we promote a com- 
mon human purpose and faith 
which is not merely relativist, 
pluralist or materialist? How 
can we respond to those who 
seek spirituality but would nev- 
er enter a church? In the UK 
the liberal religious witness - 
Sea of Faith, Unitarians etc. - 
seeks to provide a public forum 
and a structure for self-devel- 
opment which encourages spir- 
itual progress. Religion fit for 
the 21st century, incorporating 
all three of von Hugcl’s ele- 
ments. will only emerge if we 
can move beyond the distortions 
and limited vision too evident 
in both anti-religion and insti- 
tutionalised religion. 

MILES HOWARTH 
Chelmsford, Essex 

instead of cars 

Sir: Road pricing looks in- 
creasingly impracticable, in- 
creasing fuel tax is said to 
disadvantage rural residents 
and other forms of taxation 
upon the motorist are likely to 
prove an electoral liability. 

Perhaps, rather than being 
beastly to motorists, we should 
consider giving citizens who do 
not possess a driving licence free 
universal travel passes for bus- 
es, metros, undergrounds, trams 
and trains, perhaps taxis too. 
This would be a positive ad- 
vantage to the young, the old 
and the poor. 

Funding could be raised by 
distributing tbe cost, as in- 
creased VAT, uniformly over all 
forms of energy. 

STEVEN FORD 
Haydon Bridge. 
Northumberland 

Film invasion 

Sin For 22 December and 23 De- 
cember the five television chan- 
nels billed 40 films, of which 37 
were advertised as US and only 
three as UK. If British culture 
cannot fill the bill, the channels 
should be on the air for less time. 
BASIL KENTISH 
Colchester. Essex 



Santa Claus as envisaged by Arthur Rackham. The scene defies the laws of physics, the 
reindeer team not having burst into flames Mary Evans Picture Library 


Supersonic Santa » 

Sir Does Santa Oaus exist. .... 

There are perhaps 378 nil- 
lion Christian children in the 
world. At an average rate oi3-5 
children per household, hat 
comes to 108 million hones, 
presuming that there is at .hast: 
one good child in each. , . 

Santa has about 31 hoizs of 
Christmas to work with, thahks 
to the different time zones. 
This works out to 967.7 visbs per 
second. So Santa has aroend a 
thousandth of a second tqpaxk 
the deigh. hop out, jump down 
the chimney, fill the stockings, 
distribute the remaining pre- 
sents under the tree, eatwhat- 
ever snacks have been left for 
him, get back op the chimney, 

. jump into the sleigh andget on 
to the next house. . 

Assuming that each of these 
' 108 million stops is evenly dis- 
tributed around the earth, San- 
ta’s sleigh is moving at 650 
miles per second. 

Assuming that each child 
gets nothing more than a medi- 
um-sized Lego set (two 
pounds), the sleigh is carrying 
over 500,000 tons. A conven- 
tional reindeer can pull no 
more than 300 pounds. Even 
granting that tbe flying reindeer 
could pull ten times the normal 
amount, Santa would need 

360.000 of them. This increas- 
es the payload, not counting the 
weight of the sleigh, another 

54.000 tons. 

A 600,000-ton vehicle trav- 
elling at 650 miles per second 
creates enormous air resistance. 
This would heat up the reindeer 
in tbe same fashion as a space- 
craft re-entering the earth’s at- 
mosphere. The lead pair of 
reindeer would absorb 143 
quratillion joules of energy per 
second each. They would burst 
into flames almost instanta- 
neously. The entire team would 
be vaporized within 4.26 thou- 
sandths of a second, or about 
the time Santa reached the 
fifth house. 

D J R POWELL 
Atomic Weapons 
Establishment 
Aldermaston, 

Berkshire 
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Everyone has a funny turn when they try to draw a Christmas tree 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Today we bring you the second 
half of this year’s Melvyn Bragg 
Christmas Science Lecture, an 
annual institution which aims to 
bring scientific awareness to tlze 
public by bringing out the scien- 
tific principles on which Christ- 
mas is based. Professor Gene 
Jones is this year's speaker. 

It is commonly believed that 
when the human bod)’ under- 
goes heal loss, most of it goes 
from the lop of the head - in 
other words, that if we wear a 
haL we prevent a lot of the heat 
from leaving the body. This is 
certainly true in most circum- 
stances. but not so true when 
we are out for a long, muddy. 
Christmas Day walk wearing 
Wellington bools. The pres- 


ence of the feet in the boots cre- 
ates an enclosed warm, damp 
microclimate which pushes a 
funnel of warm, damp air up the 
side of the legs and out into the 
atmosphere, and common 
sense tells us, never mind sci- 
ence, that this causes a tremen- 
dous amount of heat loss. 

Yet although we are sensi- 
ble enough to wear hats, we 
never have the sense to lake the 
same precautions when it 
comes to gum boots. To prevent 
heat loss from gum boots, all 
you need do is stitch or glue 
some sort of lapping round 
the top of the boots, a bit like 
a pelmet, perhaps, which would 
act as a stopper to all that 
warmth escaping... 

What's that, sir? It would 


look rather stupid? Of course 
it would, but all sensible things 
look stupid to begin with. Gum 
boots looked stupid to begin 
with. Baseball caps worn back- 
wards look stupid. Actually, 
baseball caps worn the right way 
round look pretty stupid, es- 
pecially in a country where 
baseball isn't played... 

Now. you m3v get the im- 
pression from what 1 have been 
saying that science can explain 
everything, but of course this is- 
n't so. And indeed there is one 
Christmas mystery that science 
has never explained, and lhat 
is to do with Christmas trees. 

Here’s a little experiment 
you can do at home. Get a child 
or a grown-up to do a drawing 
of a Christmas tree. We can all 


do that. Now. take the drawing 
and put it beside your own 
Christmas tree, and ask the 
artist if they can spin the dif- 
ference. Usually, they can't. 
But the fact of the matter is that 
we always draw Christmas trees 
with the branches drooping 
down. And yet Christmas trees 
in real life have branches that 
stick up. Wc draw them stick- 
ing downwards and see them 
sticking upwards. We don't do 
it on purpose. Wc do it because 
we have been taught in do it 
that way and yet nobody, until 
it is pointed out to them, ever 
realises that the two things are 
opposite to each other. 

Why is this ? 

How come we can be taught 
to do something which is the di- 


rect i >ppc wite of our experience? 

Is there some genetic flaw in 
our visual make-up? 

Is there a human predispo- 
sition to certain ways of draw- 
ing the world? 

No - it's because we’re stu- 
pid and lazy. 

We also know that Christ- 
mas trees are highly inflam- 
mable. and vet fur many years 
we insisted on putting candles 
on the tree branches. No doubt 
there were many fires and 
many houses burned down, yet 
it was not until the invention of 
electric light that candles were 
phased out. even though there 
IS always one dud hulh in anv 
set of Christmas lights. 

Does this mean that there 
was always 0n e dud candle on 


every Christmas tree in the 
old days? 

i Wc simply don’t know. But 
it s a pleasing thought. 

Incidentally, when it come to 
the lime to make a bonfire af- 
ter Christ mas «,f a fi the wrap- 
pings and the free and boxes, 
remember that Fulbright’sNo- 
vemberMh Law operates here 
as well. Fulhrights Law of No- 

5th Status that when you 

put all the dead fireworks on a 
htmGie.m (, November, there 
r! ;‘ Kv;iy ? bc cn,Hi gh expire 
left to make a few bangs. Bv ex- 

S2, ,n - wilcn you put' the 

n S : uhhish on fire 
lhvrew,l| a | W;i>Nheafewojfe 

^nthere.. & , S0 | hnjughlhc 
And finally, the big question: 


can reindeer realty fly? The sci- 
entific answer to this is, of 
course; no they can't. But the 
question a scientist would like 
to ask is this: why do people 
THINK that reindeer can fly? 
And even better, why do peo- 
ple think that when reindeer fly, 
they move their legs and gallop 
in mid-air, even thou gh thfe 
wouldn’t help them to fly at all? 

(And who was it once point- 
ed out that when Superman flies 
through the air, there is no 
need for him to be in a diving 
position - he could simply sit in 
mid-air like a fitst-class airline 
passenger, reading a magazine?) 

1 hope to answer these and 
many more questions in next 
year’s Melvyn Bragg Christmas 
Science Lecture. 
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On the unseasonal 
death of a pet 
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RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

THE RUNT OF 
THE LITTER 


My eight-year-old son bad al- 
ways wanted a pet, and the plan 
had been in the works for more 
than a year, ever since we knew 
we would be returning from 
America, Obviously, given 
Britain's savage quarantine 
laws, it was pointless to do 
anything before we got here. 
But once established in a new 
home, we would bow to the 
ceaseless pressure and buy him 
one. He plumped for a kitten 
- and what better present to 
^ mark his first Christmas in 
England ? But this is a most 
uaChristmassy tale of a plan 
which went tragically wrong. 

Now kittens are not that easy 
to find in mid-December. Na- 
ture’s ancestral mechanisms, ap- 
parently, arrange thing s so that 
cats tend not to give birth when 
the weather is cold. But a pet 
shop in Bromley did have some 
for sale. And so last Wednesday 
my wife and son returned from 
a short ‘expedition to suburban 
Kent with the required para- 
phernalia of cat ownership: a 
cosy padded basket, pet food, lit- 
ter boxes, a scratching pole and, 
most important one tiny, 
adorable kitten. She was seven 
fci weeks old and the runt of the Iit- 
W ter, scarcely longer than the 
outstretched palm of a hand. No 
modish names for her. Fluffy, the 
little boy insisted, and Fluffy she 
was called. And that should 
have been that. A child’s wish 
comes tttiej and a littie ftmy crea- 
ture, scarcely longer than an out- 
stretched hand, lives happily 
ever after. 

And for a couple of days 
everything was fine. Fluffy did 
exactly what kittens are sup- 
posed to da She crawled all over 
us, played with bits of string, and 
chased her own shadow. She 
purred louder than a buzzsaw 
and flopped her way up the steps 
of a staircase just like the pup- 
pies in Lotfyqnd The 'Damp. My 
sou was in seventh heaven. But 
then the problems started. 

Fust she wouldn’t eaL Then 
she would - only to develop di- 
arrhoea. We called the vet Put 
her on water for a day, he ad- 
vised. We (fid, and Fluffy 
seemed to regain her spirits. By 
Sunday evening she was weak, 
but once more eager for food. 

A good sign, we thought, and 
went to bed relieved. Overnight 
however, she was struck down. 


The next morning she was so 
feeble could not stand, her 
four legs splaying out beneath 
her each time die tried. So my 
son held her on his lap and 
stroked her, as we tried on the 
vet’s advice to at least get some 
water down her. But it was 
plainly too late. By now Fluffy 
was emitting rasping coughs 
chat made her tiny body shud- 
der. If there's such a thing as a 
death rattle, that was it. 

Nor was there anything to be 
done at the vet’s. Fluffy was too 
snail to take a drip. My wife 
and son went home to go 
through the motions of prepar- 
ing for Christmas, while wait- 
ing for the inevitable news. In 
mid-afternoon the phone rang. 
Fluffy had not made it. The vet 
did not know what she had died 
of, but told us we could have an 
autopsy carried out if we want- 
ed. We (fid not. He then asked 
if we wanted the body. Ws did. 

And so on a dank and dark 
winter’s evening, Flufiy was 
buried at the bottom of a mud- 
dy garden in south London. 
Fbur feet deep, the vet had rec- 
ommended, otherwise the fox- 
es common to those parts might 
get to her. Bultiy digging a four 
foot hole. My wife managed but 
half of that, before laying the 
tiny cadaver to rest in a biscuit 
box. Prayers were said. My son 
phoned me in the office to in- 
struct me to bring some flowers 
when I came borne that evening. 

I returned armed with a bunch 
of chrysanthemums from the 
garage over the road. Later, in 
a second ceremony, we solemn- 
ly laid them on the grave. 

From the conventional per- 
spective of Christmas, I sup- 
pose, it was better that if she was 
going to die, she went quickly. 
What would more comprehen- 
sively wreck the season of mer- 
rymaking, than an extended 
deathbed agony that might 
have lasted until Christmas 
Day itself ? Wasn’t Christmas 
meant to be about children 
being happy? 

A couple of days on howev- 
er,-! have to admit, this do- 
mestic calamity has acquired a 
not unwelcome astringency. 
It’s more than 20 years since I 
spent, Christmas in England, 
and Fd forgotten how, more 
than any nation on earth, we’ve 
turned Christianity's second 
festival into a saccharine-dad 
suspension of reality. Fluffy’s 
brief existence chez the Corn- 
wells began as part of the illu- 
sion By the end though, she was 
a reminder of hcrw even in this 
week life goes on. We have con- 
structed a three-week carnival 
of self-indulgence around the 
tale of an infant’s miraculous 
birth 2,000 yearn ago. In the real 
world however, people and 
pets not only are born over 
Christmas. They also die then. 
But enough of moralising. My 
son said it was the saddest mo- 
ment of his life. For a couple of 
adults too, it came dose. One 
way and another, we won’t 
quickly forget this first Christ- 
mas back. 



Pupils from die Royal Ballet School rehearsing yesterday for ’Peter and the Wolf* at the Royal Festival Hall, London 
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Pantomimes, holly, roast turkey - we are 
enslaved by the fantasy of a real Christmas 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

POST-MODERN 

RITUALS 


They started in October. 
“Please Mum" begged my chil- 
dren. “Please, this year can we 
have a real Christmas?" “Not 
like last year,” they chorused. 
Last year we spent Christmas 
in Bethlehem which, according 
to my kids; was “not Christ- 
massy enough”. 1 know what 
they meant. Sure, He might 
have been born there but a cou- 
ple of straggly attempts at a 
Christmas tree, one string of 
fairy lights and an enormous 
poster of Yasser Arafat cannot 
compete with the wonders of 
Wood Green Shopping City. 

One of the results of their 
gloriously multi-cultural edu- 
cation is that neither of my chil- 
dren seem to realise that 
Christmas might have anything 


to do with Christianity. The fact 
that Bethlehem is in Arab ter- 
ritory they felt was no excuse for 
this poor show. Although (hey 
can recite the legend of Rama 
and Sita in great detail they tend 
to regard all religious festivals 
as largely secular events, with 
Christmas just being the biggest 
and the besL 

Anyway, this year they are 
going to get their real Christ- 
mas as they have grounded 
me. No exotic destinations for 
os. No we are going to do it 
properly. Whatever that means. 
For as I leaf through the Christ- 
mas schedules and catalogues, 
I notice how often the word real 
crops up. I have watched Gaby 
Roslin's Real Christmas show,- 
in which ordinary people video 
their Christmases and then talk 
about them afterwards. This 
was the saddest thing I have 
seen all year. I also see there is 
a programme called Nigel 
Slater's Real Christmas Dinner 
giving us the real taste of 
Christmas. I have bought 
“Real" Christmas crackers and 
a real tree and, like every oth- 
er woman I know, I am ex- 
hausted rushing around to 
provide this level of realness for 
my family. 

Yesterday, under seasonal 
strain in the supermarket, I 
cracked. I bought everything 
that 1 could that was ready- 
made, pre-prepared, “just 
needs heating". So I notice, did 


many of the other bad-tem- 
pered trolley zombies, who 
whisper to each other in the 
aisles about the madness that 
has overtaken them. Yet I won- 
der what all this emphasis on 
realness is about What does 
our anxiety about having a real 
Christmas betray? What hap- 
pens to you if you fail in the 
“Real Christmas" stakes? Are 
you a lesser, sadder person? 
What is it that propels so marry 
of us to try and replicate what 
is not actually a “real" but a a 
imaginary Christinas that only 
exists somewhere in our minds 
and on our Christmas cards? 

It is not simply that we want 
to recreate the Christmas of our 
childhoods, for even then I re- 
member feeling that other fam- 
ilies did it better than mine, that 
we were somehow falling. No, 
we want to create a Christmas 
that belongs to some collective 
memory which is not actually 
our own but lodged deep in the 
culture. That memory of a 
Christmas that is rural, com- 
munal, spontaneous is the ex- 
act opposite to what most of 
cod up with. 

Christmas may be a public 
holiday but it is privatised rit- 
ual. We each sit in our own lit- 
tle households, all doing much 
the same stuff and imaging 
that someone out there is do- 
ing it all perfectly, that their 
Christmas is somehow the real 
thing. Those who are too poor 


or too alone or too depressed 
are non-starters in the real 
Christmas stakes. They are im- 
mediately disqualified. So how 
would we categorise the Christ- 
mases that don’t make the 
grade? The antithesis of the real 
Christmases of the imagina- 
tion? How many of us endure 
False Christmases, Noels that 
are not quite good enough? 

For isn’t that the common- 
est complaint about the whole 
damn enterprise. It has been re- 
moved from its roots, it's too 
commercial, it doesn't mean 
anything any more, it goes on 
too long, it’s just about con- 
sumerism, (he meaning has 
been sucked ouL We yearn for 
it all to mean something, some- 
thing secular and acceptable, 
something about feelings in- 
stead of objects, about people 
instead of profit And we look 
for the odd glimmer of this, as 
if to reassure ourselves that all 
the material crassness cannot 
entirely drain the event of some 
deeper meaning. 

Yet instead of complaining 
the idea that Christmas isn't like 
it used to be, why can't we just 
accept that It is a simulacrum, 
a simulation, a copy, of some- 
thing for which there is no 
original? Then we could wor- 
ry less about whether it is all 
real enough or whether it is all 
too artificial, and accept it for , 
the bizarre post-modern mish- 
mash that it is. There is almost 


nothing about Christmas which 
is authentic, so why pretend 
otherwise? 

The meal that most of us will 
eat has come from birds whose 
breasts have been so genetically 
enlarged that they cannot stand 
up by themselves. The tradi- 
tions we make so much of, from 
Father Christmas onwards; are 
all modern inventions less than 
a hundred years old. Most of us 
will organise our Christmas 
dinner not around the church 
service but around what is on 
television. 

Just how slickly post-modern 
the whole thing has become was 
brought home to me last week 
at a pantomime. Those who 
think that pantos are packed 
with rich vaudevillian tradi- 
tion should think again. Their 
references are not to theatre but 
to TV, with their B-list celebs, 
jokes about Sky Television and. 
I’m afraid, Dennis Waterman 
singing the theme tune from 
Minder -/ Could Be So Good 
For You - in the middle of Al- 
addin. This pantomime con- 
sisted of a number of ill-fitting 


themes woven together. No 
one seam to mind if the joins 
are visible: throw in a bit of soap 
opera, a bit of Chinese legend, 
a bit of pop culture, a bit of Dis- 
ney and hey you have a show. 

The same could be said of 
the modern Christmas, which 
is a jumble of themes and sen- 
timents parceled up together. 
Let’s not kid ourselves there is 
any great continuity with the 
pasL A contemporary Yule is 
really something of a pick-and- 
mix experience. We take the 
things we want, don’t bother 
with what we don’L What is op- 
pressive is trying to do it all and 
do it all right, I say let it go. Why 
can’t we do some of it wrong? 

Once we liberate ourselves 
from the idea of a real Christ- 
mas then we can revel in our 
fakes ones, genuinely enjoying 
the inauthentic, the artificial, 
the unnatural Herein lies the 
true spirit of Christmas, which 
is that we make the whole 
thing up. Over and over again. 
So here’s wishing you ail a tru- 
ly unreal Christmas and a mag- 
ical new year. 


Six predictions from five years past, and six for the future 
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THE COMING 
RECESSION 


People in the prediction business rarely check 
back on their past performance —so I am gra e- 
fnl to a reader who has sent me a copy o an 
article I wrote in December 1992 gfamg a 
dozen ideas that were deepfy 
then; but which seemed to be “decent odds-on 
bets’* for 1997. The result? Several near bull- 
eyes, rine poor shot and one catastropbe. 
-Wejhadjust been ejected nn<*remomouSr 

fy from the ERM and were soil 
of iwessfon, so the first prediction - 

jsassajs 


have also stood up pretty well. World inflation 
would head down and “by the last years of the 
century (maybe by 1997, but it could take a lit- 
tle longer) Britain will have as near zero inflation 
as makes no difference". Maybe we do have to 
wait a little longer, but the latest projection for 
the UK. GDP deflator - the best measure of 
overall inflation in an economy - is 2-5 per ccol 
and for the G7 economies. 1.7 per cenL Not 
quite there, but beading in the right direction. 

As for unemployment, we have done even 
better than the “less than 6 per cent by 1997, 
below the European average" that I expected. 
Even if the official unemployment total of 5.1 
per cent overstates the fall, this is still re- 
markable; 1 don’t think, on the other hand, I 
had fully grasped the possibility that European 
unemployment would rise by as much as it has. 

There were two micro-economic forecasts, 
one of which I got right, the other wrong. The 
one which was right was that house prices would 
not soar “although'they may rise a little in mon- 
ey terms, say by about 15 per cent over the next 
five years”. The actual rise in the Halifax house 
price index from the last quarter of 1992 to No- 
vember 1997 (the latest figure) I calculate at 
a little under 14 per cent, but would admit hit- 
ting that one so close was a bit of a fluke. 

I missed the other specific projection: that 
Britain would have the second largest car in- 
dustry in Europe after Germany, thanks to the 
build-up of Japanese manufacturers. Produc- 
tion has risen and we are ahead of Italy, but we 
are still far behind France, as well as Germany. 

The other and worse miss was the one po- 


seem a bit extreme. Actualfywej^ Utfcal prediction I made. Given the success of 

better, for every smgle yearjon ^ economy and the divided opposiuon, I 


BCU0T, er ‘ ? j Q-r- the economy auu me - 

we have grown fester than Frana an ^ t ^ ^ Torie5 would be safe for an- 

raaoy, and in four out of the five Y other term and I predicted “a Tory majority of 

then Italy too. forecasts 45 in October 1996" Hopeless. My only defence 

-■ ^‘Thedtotwobigin^^ n0 ^ fore ^ 


is that at the time John Smith was still leader 
of the Opposition and I did not appreciate that 
the voters might be offered Tory economic poli- 
cies by a Labour leader. My colleagues unkindly 
suggest that i should stick to economic pre- 
dictions and leave the politics to others. 

That is the track record: what of the future 
- the year 2002 - following the same pattern 
of five economic predictions and one political 
one? It is much harder, largely because in 1992 
things were so dreadful that they had to get bel- 
ief, whereas now the domestic economy seems 
OK. but there are powerful external uncer- 
tainties that are very difficult to call. 

Starting from a global viewpoint, it does seem 
clear that we are now definitely in a period of 
global deflation, so prediction number one is 
that some of the G7 countries, probably in- 
cluding Britain, will experience falling price lev- 
els at some stage in the next five yean. 

Does that also mean global recession? Not 
necessarily, but 1 think the balance of proba- 
bility is that there will indeed be another world 
recession in the early part of the next century. 
The end of the long American boom, the de- 
flationary forces from East Asia, the uncertainty 
associated with the introduction of a single cur- 
rency in Europe and the Millennium comput- 
er bug will combine to make another world 
recession probable before 2002 - prediction 
number two. Wt may be less hard hit than most, 
particularly if we have remained outside the sin- 
gle currency, but wc will still be affected. 

Will the "euro” happen? 1 suppose that the 
probability is that it will, but l do not believe 
this is the certainty that European politicians 
currently think. If it happens, I am sure 
that it will collapse: but I don’t think collapse 
will come immediately, because initially the 
political glue will be too strong. Collapse 

' €BO# 


will come in 10 or 15 years' time, not five. 

Prediction number three concerns unem- 
ployment. Managing the UK economy through 
global recession will be difficult, particularly so 
for an inexperienced UK government that is 
hound to make mistakes. It would be surpris- 
ing if unemployment were not higher in 2002 
than it is now. though I would expect it still to 
be below continental levels. 

Meanwhile the shape of the economy will 
continue to change, with such industries as com- 
munications and entertainment continuing to 
grow while manufacturing continues to shrink. 
So prediction number four is that employment 
in manufacturing will be lower in 2002 than in 
1997. despite general economic growth. 

Number five is the positive side of that: we 
wiU have increased world market share in the 
communications and entertainment industries. 
,4s a result physical trade with the European 
Union will have become less important relative 
ro service trade with the rest of the world. The 
economy will be slowly reorienting itself away 
from Europe, not for any political reason but 
because ties of language and culture are be- 
coming more important in trade than physical 
proximity. 

And six? This general picture is one of the 
UK continuing to do quite well relative to oth- 
er developed countries, but having to struggle 
into the head-wind.of the post-Millennial eco- 
nomic slump. The present Government wiH, in- 
evitably. catch some of the blame, but I do not 
think the electorate will be sufficiently miser- 
able yet to want to throw it out of office. That 
comes in 2005. So yes, I envisage Labour get- 
ting back with a majority of 45 in October 2001. 

And if that, given my past performance, 
seems the kiss of death for Mr Blair and his 
colleagues - sorry. 
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Dawn Steel 


Steel, film producer: 
bom New York B August 
W4$; married 1975 Ronald 
Rothstein (marriage 
*»solved) ( 1984 Charles 
R®*en (one daughter); died 
Los Angeles 20 December 
1997. 


It is hard to imaging a Holly- 
wood without Dawn Steel the 
New York vulgarian worka- 
holic who rose to the uppermost 
echelons of, respectively. Para- 
mount, Columbia and Disney. 

Famed for her “big hair”, 
and many would add her big 
mouth. Steel was an atypical 
brash New York lew, a mar- 
keting merchant who applied a 
hard-sell technique to the movie 
business. Neither agent nor 
movie boss, nor graduate of any 
Hast Coast business school. 
Steel rose to the top of a par- 
ticularly slippety pole, as a fe- 
male executive in a resolutely 
man's world, and helped, inad- 
vertently, to free up top indus- 
try positions to women. Her roll 
call of films - love 'em or loathe 
'em — defined the look of the 
New Hollywood, every inch as 
vulgar as the old, albeit lacking 
the former’s sense of taste and 
genuine style, and in so doing 
created the populist culture of 
incoming generations, also by 
the by generating an awful lot 
of hard cash for an ever- 
inflationary industry. 

Steel was born in 1946 on 
Manhattan's Upper West 
Side, the daughter of second- 
generation Jewish immigrants 
who met at a dance at 92nd 
Street Y. The family name was. 
ironically. Spielberg, but her fa- 
ther was a muscleman body- 
builder who called himself Nat 
Steel, and it became the fami- 
ly moniker. Her father’s even- 
tual breakdown led to a 
troubled and impoverished 
childhood, and she worked 
her way through both Boston 
and New York Universities, 
studying marketing at the lat- 
ter’s School of Commerce, 
working as a bookkeeper in the 
evenings. 

Steel never finished her 
schooling and in 1968 began 
full-time employment, deter- 
mined not to be a mere recep- 
tionist or secretary in an era 
when women were fighting for 
equal position in the work- 


Professor R. V. Jones 


M. R. D. Foot's obituary of 
R. V. Jones (19 December] in- 
evitably concentrated on his 
outstanding contribution to 
winning the war. 1 write as one 
of the thousands of students 
who were taught by him, writes 
Roger Lindsay. 

“R.V" 's first-year Natural 
Philosophy course at Aberdeen 
taken by all Science, Engineer- 
ing and medical students was 
the most wonderful mind- 
opening experience. It is the 
part, above alL of my degree 
course that I have had cause to 
recall; rarely for facts and always 
for approach. Intellectual rigour 
was central to all he did. Early 


on he emphasised to us “Oc- 
cam’s Razor”, which, simply 
staled, says: “Accept the simplest 
explanation that fits all the 
facts at your disposal." 

Whilst the science was rig- 
orous, the lectures were FUN 
and many of them memorable 
for the way in which the prac- 
tical demonstration lifted any 
clouds of misunderstanding and 
seared the principle on to the 
brain. Like the experiment to 
measure the speed of a bullet 
for which in front of an aston- 
ished audience he drew a ser- 
vice revolver from the folds of 
his gown and drilled the two ro- 
tating discs at the other end of 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
&. DEATHS 


DEATHS 

IRVIN & Elizabeth (Betty). former Se- 
nior Psychiatric Social Worker at the 
Havisicvk Clinic and Reader in Social 
Work at the University of York, died 
peacefully in Highgate after a short 
illness on 21 December, aged 91. 
Mucfa-lovcd mother of Chris, and 


Grandmother of Ben. Jcolv. Alexia and 
Louise. Funeral at Golden Green 
Crematorium on 27 December at 
1 1 am. Friends welcome, donations if 
desired to Odam. 


IN MEMORIAL 


PARIKIAN: In losing memorv of 
Moncwg Phrildan. who died on Cfirisi- 
mas Eve 19S7. 


Announcement* fpr Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adopti on s, Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services, Wedding an nl vw — i i a t. In 
Memoriam) should be sent In wr itin g 
CO the Gazette Editor, The Indepen. 
dent, I Canada Squire, Canary WhaK 
London EI4 SDL, telephoned to 0171* 
291 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 20(1) or taxed to 0171 -293 20M, 
and are charged at CAJ50 a floe (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Forthcom- 
ing marriages. Marriages) must be 
submitted in writing and are charged 
at £10 a One, VAT extra. Please indude 
a daytime telephone number. 


The OBITUARIES e-mail address is 
obtaiariesQIndepcridenbcobuk 


Changing of the Guard 

CHRISTMAS EVE: The lUnndrM Ondiy 
Mill rued Rj-ptoctH rajum* 1 ihc Queen 1 ' tile 
Heard a Horse Curds, 11am. 1st Bauabno The 
Rind Rupmcw uf *ikl nmol' the Queen 1 ' 


Guard, at BocUneham Mace, I l.’Mbm . hand 
ptuvrJcJ h the CSUjueun Goanfc CHRIST* 
MAS DAS: The I [iumduM CnaJir Mounted fag- 


cncuf mouats the Queen", Life Oaanl al Hon* 
Guards, 11am. 


Birthdays 

CHRISTMAS EVE: Mr Alistair 
Baillie, farmer diplomat, 65; Mrs 
Mair Barnes, former managing di- 
rector, Wbohvorths, 53; Mr John Bar- 
ron. actor, 77; Professor Anthony 
Clare, psychiatrist, 55; Sir Colin 
Cowdrey, former cricketer, 65; Sir 
Gerald EUiot, former chairman, 
Christian Salve sen, 74; Mr Jeremy 
HnuDey. horse-racing trainer, 54; Sir 
James Hodge, ambassador to Thai- 
land, 55; Ms Helen Jones MP, 43; 
Dame Joan Kellehcr, former Direc- 
tor. WRAC 81 Sir Ivan Lawrence 
QC, former MP, 61; Dr John Marek 
MP. 57; Miss Suzy Menkes, fashion 
editor, International Herald Tribune, 
54; Miss Thea Porter, fashion de- 
signer, 70; Mr Norman Rossington, 
actor, 69; Mr John D.Thvlor MP. 60, 
Miss Carol VonJermao. broadcaster 

and writer, 57; Mr Philip Ziegler, au- 
thor and editor. 68. 


CHRISTMAS DAY: Princess Alex- 
andra, 61; Princess Alice, Duchess ol 
Gloucester. 96; Lord Arman, author, 
81; Miss Sheila Browne, former 
Principal Ncwnhant College, Cun- 
bridge. 73; Professor Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, chief medical officer, De- 
partment of Health. 56; Mr Quentin 
Crisp, writer and performer, 89; Mr 
Edward Davcy MP, 32; Ms Barbara 
FbUctt MP.55: Professor Christopher 
Frayling. Rector and Vice-Provost, 
Royal College of Art, 51: Lord 
Grade, chairman, the Grade Com- 
pany. 91; The Right Rev Noel Jones. 
Bishop of Sodor and Man, 65; Miss 
Annie Lennox, singer, 43; Professor 
Philip Love. Vice-Chancellor, Liv- 
erpool University, 58: Mr Tony Mar- 
tin, singer and actor, S4: Sir Peter 
Matthews, former Chief Constable 
of Surrey. SO; Mr Ismail Merchant, 
film producer, 61; Professor Phylli- 
da Parsloc, former Warden of Wills 
Hall. Bristol University, 67; Mr 
Lawrie Quinn MP, 41; Mr Noel 
Redding, rode musician, 52: Mr John 
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force. She fetched up at Stadia 
Publishing in New York, sent to 
cover a Giants football game at 
Yankee Stadium, gamering a 
place for herself in her own 
press box on behalf of the Na- 
tional Football League Digest, 
knowing nothing about football 
and commentating on the 
costumes that the Vikings 
were wearing: it was a stop-at- 
nothing approach that would 
serve her well in Hollywood. 

Steel worked for Penthouse 
magazine as merchandiser, 
placing Penthouse logos every- 
where, aping Playboy, and 
trawled the world searching for 
apt products. In Frankfurt she 
secured the rights to a hand- 
knitted item that she success- 
fully marketed as a Cock Sock: 
her next big success, in tandem 
with her first husband Ronnie 
Roths Lein, was the wholesale 
sale of Dutch bulbs, marketing 
amaryllis as “Penis Plants” with 
the slogan “Grow Your Own Pe- 
nis - all it takes is S6.98 and a 
lot of love”. 

Steel's next big success out- 
lasted her marri age: toilet pa- 
per embossed with a symbol 
suspiciously s imilar to the in- 
terlocked “G” of Gucci. Gucci 
sued, but Steel continued to 
produce designer toilet paper, 
utilising such items as The Book 
of Lists and The Dieter's Guide 
to Weight Loss During Sex. Such 
shameless marketing triumphs 
could only end her up in one 
place. 

Her marriage over, her only 
ambition to open a gift store in 
Greenwich Village, Steel was in- 
vited out to Los Angeles by a 
friend, a junior production ex- 
ecutive at Paramount, who re- 
alised that if Steel could market 
Penis Plants and Designer Toi- 
let Paper, she was ready for 
movies. For Steel's part, she had 
been inspired by the 1976 film 
/forty, a movie about the will to 
succeed, and her personal taste 
inclined to Doctor Zhivago and 
The Godfather, but she had no 
filmic consciousness to speak of. 
In the cynical words of the Los 
.Angeles Times columnist Jack 
Mathews: “Marketing designer 
toilet paper seems as good a 
background for success in 
Hollywood as anything else'." 

Steel's move on Hollywood 
was as swift as it was unpre- 
dictable. The Paramount 
powerbroker Michael Eisner 



Steel: i-Jefl on heels* or the American career woman par excellence 


(later “whiz-king" at Disney) 
hired Steel immediately after 
she related to him her life sto- 
ry to date (“It’s a television se- 
ries like Rhoda," Eisner is 
alleged to have said - “the 
Dawn Steel stoiy starring Pen- 
ny Marshall”), and put her on 
to marketing Mork and Mindy 
merchandise. Given Star Trek- 
The Movie to market, and de- 
nied access to the unfinished 
film. Steel put on a spectacular 
show utilising the whole Enter- 


prise cast, which was beamed on 
io the main Paramount theatre 
stage via lasers, and successfully 
ended up with Klingons pro- 
moting McDonald's and Coca- 
Cola. Eisner was so impressed 
he immediately promoted Steel 
to Vice-President of Feature 
Production, and so, quite liter- 
ally, a Hollywood legend was 
bora. 

Despite the myth. Steel 
wasn't quite the first woman to 
run production. By 1980 Sher- 


ry Lansing was already Presi- 
dent of 20ih Century-Fox, and 
both Znetrope and United 
Artists had female executives. 
Bui Steel's own personal pub- 
licity was considerable, and her 
rise undeniably swift, and by 
l»*K3 she had become Senior 
Vice-PresidenL Production, at 
Paramount, her position pro- 
ceeded by her reputation and a 
variety of nicknames: “Hell on 
heels", for instance, or the 
“Queen of Mean”. 


“Abrasive" would be too 
mild a word for a woman who 
changed secretaries on a 
monthly basis, but the style 
suited her imm ediate boss, the 
equally abrasive Don Simpson. 
Under Simpson, Steel found 
and produced Flashdance 
(1983) - a trite, novelette-ish 
fantasy flick she parlayed 
through three writers (with one 
of whom, Tom Hedley, she had 
a torrid affair) into a fast- 
moving, energetic, identifiable 
smash hit. It cost $7ra and took 
$90m domestic, and began the 
now-common device of mar- 
keting theatrical features via 
pop promos on MTV. Steel 
followed Flashdance with a vir- 
tual clone. Footloose (1984), 
an equally artless smash hit- 

Stecl's star was on the rise, 
as was her image. She was 
becoming perceived as the 
American career woman par ex- 
cellence. In 1983 she met and 
embarked on a long and torrid 
romance with the director Mar- 
tin Scorsese, and learnt about 
the cinema. It was Scorsese 
who urged Steel to turn a cur- 
rent news story into a movie and 
the result was The Accused 
( |U88), which won an Academy 
Award for Jodie Foster . It was 
also Scorsese who introduced 
Steel to another aspect of film 
culture: Steel loved to relate 
how, prior to playing Trivial Pur- 
suit with Scorsese. Steven Spiel- 
berg and Ingmar Bergman, no 
less, she stayed up the night 
before memorising the cards. 

Steel’s formidable presence 
was responsible for a slew of 
popular successes at Para- 
mount: she continued working 
with the Flashdance director 
Adrian Lyne on the box-office 
success Fatal, Attraction (1987), 
forging a working relationship 
with that film’s star, Michael 
Douglas, and immensely aided 
the success of the action movie 
Top Gun (1986) by astutely 
suggesting that, since the star 
Tom Cruise was the film's main 
attraction, all flying masks be 
dropped from the character’s 
faces as often as possible, and 
where such masks were ab- 
solutely necessary, the charac- 
ter’s name was to be written on 
their helmets. Realistic? Who 
cares - in marketing terms a 
major triumph. 

But Steel's personal public- 
ity was making enemies at cor- 


oorale paramount, and|«Me»fr 

^greeting hernewlu^an^ 
Otudc Rover,. after tie birth m 
1989 of her baby R=be«a.shf 
learnt from a headline m 
esy in Roven's pocket flat she 
was no longer President of 
Production at the studio. 

. However, the head of Co- 
lumbia David Puttom ^5 

managed in his all-too-bnef 


tenure to upset, onenu,^ 6 — 
erally rile agents and manage- 
ment at Paramount’s sister 
studio, and the Columbia 


fered the prime position to 
Steel. Id her candid and ad- 
monitory 1993 autobiography 

They Can Km You But They 

Can ’f Eat You Dawn Steel states 
that it was the call of her life, 
the proverbial offer she conldnT 
refuse, and on 28 October 1987 
Dawn Steel became President 
of Columbia Pictures, effec- 
tively the first woman to head 
a major Hollywood studio. 

The very antithesis of 
puttnam, Steel had the extra- 
ordinarily difficult task of 
mending nets, bringing back 
into the Columbia field movies 
that Puttnam had no interest in; 
films like Ghostbusters II and 
The Karate Kid in (both 1989). 
Steel is on record as saying that 
David Puttnam thought these 
sequels were just crass and 
commercial movies. “To us, 
they were unmined gems.” 

Also at Columbia. Steel re- 
stored David Lean’s epic 
Lawrence of Arabia and turned 
the 1962 film into a successful 
1989 re-release, on the advice 
of her former lover Martin 
Scorsese. The nin e-Oscar win- 
ner The Last Emperor (1987) 
also, as Steel put it, fell into her 
lap. Steel's Columbia regime be- 
gan to reek of prestige product 
and box-office hits: The Ad- 
ventures of Baron Munchhausen 
(1989), Postcards From the 
Edge (1990), When Harry Met 
Sally (1989), plus Look Who's 
Talking (1989) and its two 
sequels. 

Many of the Puttnam- 
instigated titles were tried, and 
failed, and left a crippling lega- 
cy of celluloid. Columbia be- 
came ripe for takeover. On 25 
September 1989 Victor Kauf- 
man called Dawn Steel at 7am 
and announced that the com- 
pany had been sold to Sony, and 


by 1991 Steel had settled. her 
contract at Columbia, lea^A. 
Fladinets 

1990) as her last , 

there. 

Invited by Midwel ESkife; . 
who had first started 
business, to join him 
. Steel didn’t hesitate,' ahaSnalH - 
jy achieved tbatwhkftwasd^> - 
nied her previously: no tffle,phis- 
her name on the credos ofh^-cj 
own movies. (TMtiona^r, 
tywood studio exiech^aifeike . 
no credit on their cM m ms.> : 5 
Her first self-produ<xd \filia r " 
was Disney’s most stfocessfiit Jt - 
1993 release Cool 
with a world-wide djsatricd 
gross take of over 
her own outfit, St^i pktuit^ : 8 . 
also produced Honey fmavtfc 3 
the Kid (1992) an&SisKxAcl2? 
Back in the Habit. (i9^J, beth. a 

tremendously successful. _ 

It was a matter of timeTjes 
fore Dawn Steel was coortedhy; r 
the mogul of moguls, T2&Tbzxfe r 
er, but Steel demanded; com- .T: 
plete autonomy . i /Before .» 
accepting Turner’s -rr 

Chairman and Chief 
tive, and negotiatkmscofiapised^ 
only to re-surface in 1994when t ti 
as Atlas EntertainmentfmnBed k 
for her father Nat Ste^ Wlp ji 
performed as “Mr Atlas'^ she fo 
strode a first-look, multi-year 1 * 
production agreement-. .Wiftii *•’ 
Thiner Pictures, a KMea&gttrV 
slate jointly funded byBrifaiaV 
BBC, France's TFi, -and Ml 
Germany’s TbleMundnsn. i- . a 

But rumours started to dr- : 3 
culate in Los Angeles about > 
Steel's health, and the faac^nty is- II 
sued a wish for personal respect ".a - 
on behalf of the press; sudi was s 
Steel’s standing in the HoDy-s 
wood community, this wish was a 
observed. Although .she had - 
been heavily active with 12 
Monkeys (1995) andL4/igt«{aIso . s 
1995),the New York Awtbroke ;j 
the silence in 1996 .with the ./ 
news that Dawn Steel iiadan j 
inoperable brain tumour. '/* 

Steel dealt with therevela- - ( 
tion by immediately hiring the -l 
director Gregory Hoblit to hdm 
her new Denzel Washington- 
starrer. Fallen, which, with City 
of Angels, starring Meg Ryan 
and Nicolas Cage, will pre- j 
miere in early 1998. Holly- : 
wood’s Fnst Lady, Dawn Steel, 
will not be around to see them 
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the bench. The gunshot and the 
applause were deafening. 

A frill first-year turn-out of 
perhaps 200 students could be 
quite high-spirited. On one oc- 
casion a cornet began to be 
blown sporadically and tune- 
lessly at the back of the theatre. 
Eventually and a little griuily. 
R.V. called the cornet-holder to 
descend Lo the front and then 
confiscated the instrument - 
but not before giving us a solo 
that would have done Louis 
Armstrong proud. 

Another measure of his 
range, humour, concern for lu- 
cidity of thought and under- 
standing of scientific principle 


came in his exam questions. For 
example, “If action and reaction 
are equal and opposite” (an oft- 
stated principle in physics), 
“how does a horse pull a cart?" 
Or, “If you have studied past 
Physics exam papers and ob- 
served any trends in the types 
of questions, state what the 
trend was, then set your own 
question and answer it.” 

In 1979, after watching a nat- 
ural history television fDm of a 
sidewinder snake moving 
speedily across a desert at right 
angles to the direction pointed 
by its head, I thought to write 
to R.V. suggesting that ex- 
plaining the movement of the 


sidewinder would make an ex- 
cellent exam question. But I 
should have known! After kind- 
ly thanking me for my sugges- 
tion and dearly explaining in a 
few words what we both bad 
seen on television and I had not 
understood, be revealed that he 
had anticipated my thought by 
some 30 years. 

In 1949 he had set the 
following question: 


What explanation would you give 
to Solomon for any three of the 
foregoing? 


•Theft: are three things which are too 
wonderful for me, yea, four which I 
know not; 

"The way of an eagle <n the air; the 
way of a serpent upon a rode the way 
of a ship in the midst of the sea; and 
the way of a man with a maid” 

Proverbs sxx.18-19 


As a good Intelligence Officer, 
R. V. Jones stood by Occam’s 
Razor, writes A B. Sdnsbury. He 
also perceived the truth of an- 
other law, defined by his col- 
league John Crow - “Do not 
believe what you wish to believe 
until you perceive what you 
ought to have perceived" 

And then - and here whim- 
sicality took over - he adum- 
brated Crabtree’s Bludgeon, a 
fearful blunting of Occam's 
Razor “No set of mutually in- 
consistent observations can ex- 


ist for which some human in- 
tellect cannot conceive a co- 
herent explanation, however 
complicated” In which case, 
he observed all the Intelli- 
gence Officers can do is to 
stand by Occam. But Crab- 
tree? Unmentioned by obitu- 
arists so far, he was Jones's 
greatest spoof, though his gen- 
esis was shared with a number 
of contemporaries, including a 
distinguished Professor of Ger- 
man and a subsequent Public 
Orator of London University. 

He and his crqnies at [he 
Athenaeum created a fictitious 
character, 44 Chrislmases ago, 
as a joke on the literary frater- 


nity to see how many of them- 
would be honest enougffto ac- 
knowledge that they hadhevier 
heard of him. He is still com- 
memorated by the annual Crab- 
tree Oration, and it was for this 
some years ago that Jones 
mused on 


Jispit 


the human tendency to seek com- 
plicated explanations that I have of- 
ten seen in intelligence committees 
and elsewhere. It almost became neo- 
essaiy in Crabtree's case because, al- 
though we early orators took great 
care never to have Crabtree in two 
places at the same time, subsequent 
orators sometim e s threw such can- " 
don to the winds 
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-which led to some bludgeon- 
ing. 





S harm an, former High Commis- 
sioner io ihe Seychelles, 60, Lord 
Sheppard of Didgemere, former 
chairman. Grand Metropolitan, 65; 
Miss Sissy Spacck, actress. 48: Mr 
Nigel Scanner-Smith, sports com- 
mentator. S3; Sir Noel Stock dale, life 
president of the Asda group. 77; Mr 
Stephen Twigg MB 31; The Right Rev 
Benjamin Vaughan, former Bishop 
of Swansea and Brecon, SO; Sir 
Christopher Wales, chief executive of 
'Wites Building Group, 58. 


MEANINGS OF CHRISTMAS 


What happened to the cattle by the manger? 
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Anniversaries 


CHRISTMAS EVE: Births 
Matthew Arnold, poet and critic. 
IS 22: Howard Rob aid Hughes, mil- 
lionaire and recluse, 1905. Deaths: 

William Makepeace Thackeray, nov- 
elist, 1863: Frank Richards (Charles 
Hamid St John Hamilton), creator 
of “BiDy Burder", 1961. On dtis day: 
Verdi's Aida was Erst performed. 
Cairo 1871; Ahmed ben Zogu (lat- 
er King Zog) overthrew the Alban- 
ian government and proclaimed a 
republic. 1924. Today is Christmas 
Eve and the Feast Day of St Adel a. 
Si Ddphinus, St Gregory of Spotc- 
to. Si Irmina. Si Sharbel Makhlouf 
and Saints Tbarsilla and Emfliana, 


Ox and ass looked on as Jesus 
was bom in their stable. Or so 
myth has it. Yet Christianity 
has consistently sidelined the 
rights of animals. In the first of 
our Christmas series. The Rev 
Professor Andrew Linzey turns to 
the Pseudo-Gospels and 
Apocrypha to explain how. 


CHRISTMAS DAY: Birchs: Sir 

Isaac Newton, mathematician, physi- 
cist and astronomer. 1642; Humphrey 
De Forest Bogart, actor. 1899’. 
Deaths; W.C Fields (William 
Claude DukenGdd), comedian. 1946: 
Sir Charles Spcnccr Chaplin, come- 
dian. 1977; Nicolae Ccaususcu. for- 
mer Romanian president executed 
by firing squad 1989. On this day: 
William 1. “the Conqueror", was 
crowned in Westminster Abbey. 
1066; President Mikhail Gorbachev 
resigned and the Soviet Union was 
officially disbanded. 1991. Tomor- 
row b Christmas Day and the Fcad 
Day of St Alhurga, St Anastasia of 
Sirmium. St Eugenia and the Mar- 
tyrs of Nice media. 


On Christinas Eve. according 10 
Thomas Hardy, “the meek mild crea- 
tures knell before the crib”. But the 
canonical gospels - Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John - do not depict the an- 
imals kneeling in the stable: in fact there 
arc no references at al! to animals 
attending Christ's birth. 

Where then does this familiar stoiy 
come from? The source appears to be the 
Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, a compila- 
tion in Latin dating from the eighth or 
ninth centuries. This non -canonical 
source probahiv draws on an older oral 
tradition. The ox and the ass, for exam- 
ple, appear on sarcophagi of ihe fourth 
and fifth centuries and on ivory carvings 
of the fifth and sixth centuries. 

To many ihe significance of this tra- 
dition, if it has one. is rather opaque. But 
this story does not stand alone in ancient. 


non-canunical literature, in the infancy 
Gospel of Thomas (fifth century). Je- 
sus revives a dead fish and moulds spar- 
rows from clay. In the Gospel of 
Pseudo-Mallhew. the child Jesus makes 
peace with dragons in a cave, and lions 
and punthers accompany the Holy 
Family in Egypt. Most remarkably, Je- 
sus encounters a family of lions who 
worship him, provoking the comment 
to bystanders that "the beasts are bet- 
ter than you. seeing that they recognise 
their Lord and glorify him”. 

In one Coptic fragment of unknown 
antiquity. Jesus encounters a man 
beating a mule, heals tL and admonishes 
the owner with these words: “Now go 
on and beat it no more, that you also 
may find mercy." Indeed in the Acts of 
Paul (end of second century), Paul is 
made to fight with a lion who turns out 
to be a peaceful convert to the new faith. 

Of course these stories strain 
credulity, though in some cases only as 
much as their canonical counterparts. 
But they do nm come from nowhere. 
They pick-up animal-friendly hints 
found, for example, in Mark 1,13 that 
Jesus hegan his ministry in the wilder- 
ness “with the wild beasts”, his tri- 
umphal entry to Jerusalem on a 
“humble ass" (MatthewxxM-yj.and ra „ 
least of all his saying about sparrows 
“not forgotten by God” ( Luke xii.ft > i„ 


John’s gospel (i,36) Christ is explicitly 
claimed as the “Lamb of God”. 

The significance of these gospel hints 
and apocryphal traditions concerns 
Christ’s identification with the animal 
world. Christ’s birth and ministry are 
understood as a harbinger of peaceful 
creaturely relations in fulfilment of 
Isaiah's prophecy that the “wolf shall 
live with the sheep ... and a liiil? child 
shall lead them” (xi,6). God's kingdom 
then consists in peaceable, filial 
co-operative relations between species 
Theulogy has been the poorer for 
not pursuing this connection. Much of 
Western theology remains firmly an- 
thropocentric. Ils concentration on 
humanity has noi unjusrly fed phifoso- 
phers m suspect that Christianity is 
nothing other than thl . deification of 
humankind, ftucihachs warning U,n i 
uvanl here: “Religion makes Godhe- 

comc man and only i hi; n KllU p t ™ 

•“‘Iras human Form . . L an 

Hbjecl Of,,, worship and revere„“- 

. Al ,IS worst. Chrislianiiv is uUdairv 

, °r exclusive concern n rr j 
( he Creator. Consequently, con 
animals and their suffering! fro 
quently regarded as mureinal Y 

Pcnphcral, 10 Christian falh ‘ 






incarnation. However picturesque the 
nativity scene now appears to us, it em- 
bodies a vision of the peaceful kinilom 
which Christians need to recover. The 
incarnation is not just about God be- 
coming human, but about the Word be- - 

coming “flesh” - a God-given sotidaxity 
with all fleshly, sentient creatures. Tb 
put ft in less theological language: a non- 
specialist endorsement of the rights of - 
all sentient beings. 

Despite their poor record on animal 
welfare, there have been moments 
when Christians have seen and made 
the connection. The RSPCA was 
founded in 1824 by an Anglican priest, 
Arthur Broome, as an expression of 
Cnnst’hke charity. That Christmn,cro- ' 
sade against cruelty effectively laid?the - 
oundation for the modem movement: 
tor animal rights. .! 

Not insignificantly, it was Thomas - 
Hardy who wrote “Compassion: An ' 
Ode in celebration of the sodetyYceo- ? 
tenary. He maintained that “mercy* ;, 
should be the dominant Christian eth- ' 
it “helplessness. 

The Baptist preacher Charles Snur- 
f e0 ?T°rn? e recoQnted the view of Row-. 
™. ™ ^ ai a P«son “was nofatnie:; 
Chn«ian if his dog or cat were not bet-' 
ter off for it”. And commented; “That 
wtaess is true." ' 
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South Korean won 
: & hits record low as 


^ hits record low as 
; market dives again 


= & 

^ Th ® financial ends in 
South ICoinea deepened 
T* fi,rther as the 

won a record low and 
:* the stock market took a 

• record one-day dWe. 

r r‘ Commentators now 
< ;s > believe there is a real 
J " 1 possibility Korea could 
- ^ default, as Stephen Vines 

i "* >uq£ l reports from Hong Kong. 




. - 

T.r-/; hd* 


'■'"*93^ rw Market watchers in South Korea 
T bej 816 nmnin S out of negative 

\ 11 acgectives to describe the slump 

■ rh«rj p/ " of financial markets now under 

' way in : the world's eleventh 

largest economy. 

/Vn 7 *. Yesterday the Korean won 

■ hurtled dawn in value by almost 

’ 15^cem, jet another recosd tow, 

•; • „ l 4 taking the currency to almost half 

i :"*;ir.-n S va * ue “ the space of weeks. 

^ 1 * V Meanwhile, the Sock market fell 
.Jh by almost 7 per ceait. its steepest 
... ir, oofrdayplungeever- 
\ *' It seems that not only are mar- 

ket watchers left groping for 

• wwds, the President elect Km 
V f ^ Dae-jnng said yesterday that he 

7% could not “sleep since I was 
. .. " ' ^ ^ briefed f about the financial at- 

• •* •*: i, nation] JL am totally flabbeigast- 

• ed”. VfrJKhn, who is no stranger 

■" ’* *tsr. io hyperbole, also said the whole 

i: country could be bankrupted in 
"• = r a month -or “even one day”. 

■ - :*£ jk. Last night, however, aides to 

' the president-elect moved to 

’’’ 4- i i play down his comments, made 

• in a Korean newspaper. “The 
pieadenridact did notmean there 

jji was a retdpossibfliiy of a national 
bankruptcyibiri wanted to ejqxess 
"... r— his wffljp gpeai to undertake re- 

smxtiidng,” Saida jpokr^eison. 

Yesterday Standard*. Baer's 
Ptp (S&P) followed Moody inknock- 

. ^ ing down Korean sovereign debt. 

- 4^. corpOTateiandbankjaiii^stojunk 

1 . bond levels. 
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“The lowering of Korea’s 
foreign currency ratings out of 
investment-grade reflects the 
agency’s view that recent steps 
taken by the government are in- 
consistent with the spirit of the 
International Monetary Fund’s 
rescue programme,” the agency 
said. 

The warnings from the cred- 
it agencies spread fears that 
South Korea would start de- 
faulting on its debts. Many 
bankers in Seoul believe that 
some $20bn is duefor repayment 
by the end of the month. How- 
ever, the Finance Ministry said 
yesterday that the figure was 
around S14-15bn, with another 
$15bn due in January. 

A fresh shock was delivered 
to the system with news that 
Korea’s total foreign debt stood 
at around S180bn_ 

The IMF, however, is 
adamant that its loan will suffice. 
A spokesperson said: “The ques- 
tion [of whether ihe IMF loan to 
Korea will be sufficient] has been 
asked at various levels. The an- 
swer is yes:” TIteIMFhas already 
despatched $9bo of aid to Korea. 
The UK provision of $125bn has 
not yet been drawn upon, and 
Tteasury officials are thought to 
believe no further UK aid wffl be 
required. 


emor of the Bank of Korea, pro- 
vided a modicum of reassurance 
by stating that Korea did not face 

thepnaqfnHtynf srwerw gn rkfanlt, 

given its increasing supply of us- 
able foreign reserves and an ex- 
pected inflow of funds from the 
IMF rescue package winch would 
take the country’s fore^i reserves 
to Sl75bn by the end of the 
month. 

These remarks reduced the 
toll on the Korean won from its 
lowest point in the day’s trading 
but die currency dosed at 1,960 
against the US dollar. Just weeks 

A • , • _ 1 


ago a parity ofl, 000 against the 
US dollar was considered to be 
as far as the won would drop. Now 
it looks destined to slip below the 
2,000 mark 

One reason for the acceler- 
ated rate of decline is that the 
government has lifted limits on 
daily fluctuations of trading in 
the won. It last stood at 10 per 
cent, but with strong urging 
from the IMF, this limi t was 
removed. 

The buiid-up of foreign 
currency repayments due at the 
end of the month has forced com- 
panies to scramble for dollars. 
Meanwhile, the sharply lowered 
credit ratings for Korean banks 
and the rocketing of interest 
rates mean that even if it proves 
possible to roll over debt repay- 
ment in the short term, these 
debts will be far harder to pay off 
in the loqger term. 

Such is the unease in Korea’s 
financial markets that it brought 
the debt market grinding to an ab- 
solute halt yesterdsw. 

Meanwhile, the Korean Con- 
federation of Trade Unions, Ko- 
rea's largest union grouping, 
threatened an “all-out struggle*’ 
of industrial action to prevent the 
layoffr which will inevitably result 
from the tight fiscal measures im- 
posed by the IMF. 

The unions had thought that 
Mr Kim would prove an ally in 
resisting redundancies because 
he has a long history of support- 
ing labour struggles. However, he 
is reported to have told Ameri- 
can offidals that he saw layoffs as 
“inevitable” if wage cuts were not 
enough to prevent corporate 
bankruptcies. 

The contagion from Korea 
swept across other Asian currency 
markets yesterday, striking with 
particular vengeance in Malaysia. 

. Japanese markets were dosed for 
a holiday yesterday. 

Comment, page 12 




An elderly South Korean man watching a trading board as stocks plunge in Seoul yesterday. Comments by Kim Dae-jung, the president-elect, that 
he was ‘flabbergasted’ by the seriousness of the country’s crisis added to Seoufc sense of impending financial doom Photpgaph: Paul Barter/Reuter 

Far East investors’ money devalues by one-third 


Tens of thousands of 
investors who put money 
in Far East unit trusts 
have lost more than one- 
third of their value in the 
six months since Asia's 
economic crisis began. 

As Andrew Verity reports, 
investors have withdrawn 
another £1 bn, leaving 
around £5 bn invested. 


An investor who put £1,000 into 
a Far Hast unit trust IS months 
ago would now have investments 
worth less than £600 on average, 
according to the most recent fig- 
ures on fund managers* perfor- 
mance.^ That compares with £924 
just six months ago. 


Investing £1,000 in the worst 
performing fund. Fidelity's 
Asean fond, would lead to a 
value now of less than £390, ac- 
cording to Money Facts, a per- 
formance measuring specialist 

Of funds investing in the Far 
East, but not Japan, even the 
best performers have seen 
devastating losses. In the same 
example, £1,000 with another 
Fidelity fund. South-east Asia, 
would now be worth less than 
£740. 

Fund Research, an arm of 
Standard and Poor's which 
tracks the performance of unit 
trusts, said in a statement to 
clients: “It has been a market 
for brave investors only. None 
of the Asian markets has pro- 
vided the sterling investor with 
a positive return over 12 


Cinven’s successes 
pave way for private 
hospital giant in UK 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE100 


Dow Jones 



Cinveni -the venture capitalist groups 
is poised to announce the creation of 
the biggest private hospital group in 
Britain with the merger of BMI and 
Amicus Healthcare, two of the many 
companies in which It has invested 
heavily. Andrew Yates charts the 
progress of driven and discovers 
the secret to its success* 


Cinven specialises in throwing money behind 
some of British industry's best management 
- tcamsJEmmdcd in 1977 as the venture capi- 
q^talist aim of the Coal Board, it was freed from 
’ the shackles of the nationalised institution two 
years ago when it was bought out by its own 
management team. Since then Cmven has ex- 
panded rapidly to become one of the biggest 
venture capitalist groups in the UK. Having 
raised a £lbn venture capital fund last year it 
is currently raising another £l-5bn to spend 
on new ventures. 

Unlike some other venture capitalists 
which are seeking a quick buck from their in- 
vestment, ■ Cmven has a policy of investing in 
companies for the long term, typically three 
tofiveyears;- 

John Brown, Cinven’s deputy mana gi ng 
director, said yesterday: “One thing that 
distinguishes us from our competitors is that 
we are-^ independent and not owned by a 
financial services group. Our strategy is to put 
capital expenditure into companies ... which 
have often been starved of investment, to help 
them grow Our philosophy makes us welcome 
to many management teams.” 


Cinven has capitalised on the huge growth 
in the management buy out and buy in mar- 
kets, orchestrating £4.9bn worth of deals since 
1990 including the £372m management buy out 
of Dunlop Slazenger from BTR and the £4Q2m 
deal to spin off Gardner Merchant from Forte. 

“There is pressure on large companies to 
divest of non-core businesses by sales or 
demergers and that trend will continue. Our 
rate of return has outperformed the stock 
market over the last 20 years and we aim to 
continue that performance.’’ Mr Brown said. 

Cinven confirmed yesterday that merger 
talks between BMI and Amicus Healthcare had 
reached the advanced stages and a deal was 
likely to be announced early in the new year. 
The new group will be the country's biggest 
private hospital owner, pushing Bupa into sec- 
ond place. It will control 41 hospitals with more 
than 2^00 beds. 

Cinven owns a large stake in both compa- 
nies and has been instrumental in creating the 
merger. It bought a majority stake in BMI in 
July as part of a £1.1 bo acquisition from 
G6n6rale des Eaux. the French utility. The deal 
was the largest European management buy out 
this decade. It also backed a £200m manage- 
ment buy out of Amicus in December 1995 when 
it was spun off from Compass, the caterer. 

Analysts believe the merger could create 
a company valued at well over £lbn. The new 
group is likely to be floated on the stock mar- 
ket within a few years. 

Charles Auld, who currently heads BMI, 
will become chairman of the new group, how- 
ever most of the senior management will be 
made up of Amicus personnel according to in- 
dustry sources. Analysts rate the Amicus 
management as some of the best in industry. 
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BAT investors take smaller stake in giant 
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BAT shareholders will have only 4 3 cent 
of Zurich Financial Services group (ZES) '!» 
£22bn financial services giant to be formed by 
mexgjngBATs financial services businesses Ea- 
gle Stacand Allied Dunbar, Threadnealle As- 
set Management and Farmers, the US-based 
insurer.with Swiss-based Zurich Insurance, not 
the 45 per cent stated when the merger was 
first amfeunced in October. The adjustment 
refleartfce imprewanent in Zurich santoripaiea 
earnings since that date, a joint statement from 
the twdLtnnpac^ said yesterday. 

“We believe these definitive terms otter ex- 


cellent value for shareholders.” BAT Industries 
chairman. Lord Cairns said. Other details in- 
cluding the arrangements for joint control re- 
main the same. The deal is subject to regulatory 
consent and shareholder approval and is not 
likely to become final until the second half of 
1998. but the terms are now binding and wiU 
cot be subject to further adjustment. ZFS will 
be one of the largest insurance and asset man- 
agement groups in the world with gross pre- 
mium income of S40bn, asseis under 
management of £342bn and 68,000 employees. 

BAT Shares fell 7^p to 5335p yesterday. 
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Far East funds 


What £1,000 invested in Asia 
18 months ago is worth 


Top three funds 

£ 

fidelity South-east Asia 

742 

Stewart Ivory Asia Pacific 

700 

Edinburgh Pacific 

684 

Average 

597 

Bottom One Iotas 


DrasdnerBCM Asian Growth 

475 

tazadPacSic Growth 

433 

fidelity Asean . 

332 


months, losses ranging from 1.6 
per cent in Thiwan to 703 per 
cent in Thailand.” 

Paradoxically, conserva- 
tively managed trusts such as 


HSBC’s index fund have 
been hit hardest because they 
have avoided speculative 
“red chip” stocks in Hong 
Kong and stuck with blue 
chip investments. 

fat Cunningham, a fur East 
expert at Edinburgh Fund 
Managers, said: “The crisis in 
the Thai baht was only the tip 
of the iceberg. Companies had 
geared up with what they 
thought was cheap foreign 
debt, thinking that growth 
would go on forever and a day. 
When their currencies deval- 
ued, the foreign debt exploded 
their balance sheets." 

Fund managers are being 
forced to sell hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds in shares to 
meet withdrawals and double 
the amount they hold in cash in 


order to limit exposure to 
further stock market falls. 

Martin Harrison, manag- 
ing director of Global .Asset 
Management, said: “We now 
have more than 20 percent of 
our fund in cash and two thirds 
of our money in Hong Kong. 
The rest is in Singapore. 
There's almost nothing in Thai- 
land. Korea, Indonesia or 
Malaysia. By the beginning of 
the year we will be looking for 
bargains; very often there's a 
sharp spike upwards after such 
a downturn.” 

Fidelity said its Asean fund 
had performed badly because of 
a brief to invest in all South-east 
Asian countries except Hong 
Kong; its South-east Asia fond 
had poured money into the 
former colony. 


Knickerbox shops hit 
crisis at Christmas 


The slowdown in consumer spending 
in the run-up to Christmas claimed 
its first corporate victim yesterday 
when Knickerbox, the lingerie 
retailer, called in the administrators. 
The company blamed poor trading 
in the last few weeks before 
Christmas which had caused a 
cash-flow crisis. Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports on an 
unseasoned high-street malaise. 


Buchier Philips have been appointed admin- 
istrators at Knickerbox which will continue to 
trade normally from its 27 branches on high 
streets and railway stations. Simon Ffeakley, 
at Buchier Philips said be was confident that 
a buyer could be found and that several ex- 
pressions of interest had already been received. 

“Fundamentally we have a strong brand 
in a well established niche that has potential 
in its marketplace." 

Knickerbox was launched in 1986 by two 
former Marks & Spencer employees. Janie 
Godber and Stephen Schaffer. It recorded sales 
of £13m last year. 

Gieves Group, the 200 year-old Savfle Road 
tailor bought a 49 5 per cent stake in Febru- 
ary last year. Gieves shares have been dent- 
ed by Knicfcerbox’s poor performance and fell 
a further l_5p to 36p, a new 12-month low. They 
stood at 82p last year. 


Knickerbox experienced a poor Christmas 
last year and announced a £27m management 
restnicturing-structuang. Buchier Phillips 
said the management had been doing the right 
things such as upgrading the stores but had 
been caught out by poor consumer spending. 
The directors applied for the administration 
OTder themselves. 

The collapse of Knickerbox is the most se- 
rious evidence yet that this Christmas has not 
lived up to retailers' high expectations. It fol- 
lows profits warnings from Oasis Stores and 
Mulberry and an economic survey suggesting 
the January sales will offer shoppers record 
bargains because shops have over-stocked. 

Retail experts have blamed the slow- 
down on higher interest rates, increased tax- 
es and the evaporation of the building society 
windfall money. However, John Lewis Part- 
nership yesterday said that though trading bad 
come very late, its targets should be met. Bren- 
dan O'Callaghan, director of trading at John 
Lewis’ department stores said: “It looks 
promising but it will go right to the wire. We 
will need to trade strongly until close of busi- 
ness today. He said traditional gift items such 
as perfumes, books and fashion had done well. 
Electrical goods had not performed so 
strongly. 

John Lewis’ department stores sales had 
been running 4 per cent up on the previous 
year a gainst a cumulative increase of 7 percent. 
Mr O’Caflagfaan said a good final week should 
push Lhe average December figure to a 6 per 
cent increase. 


Sears takes further step out 
of troubled shoe retailing 


Sears, the troubled retail group, has taken a 
further step in the withdrawal from its loss- 
making footwear business with the sale of 44 
Shoe Gty branches for a net loss of £16m. The 
remaining 39 stores which are all large out of 
town warehouse style outlets, are expected to 
close with the loss of 660 jobs. Shoe City is 
thought to have recorded losses of£5m last year ■ 
on sales or around £60zn. 

The stores are being sold for £6m to Bran- 
tano, Belgium's second largest shoe retailer 
which is making its first foray into the UK mar- 
ket. Following the recent sales of Dolcis and 
Shoe Express, Sears now has only the 25 prof- 
itable Cable & Co stores to sell. A deal is ex- 
pected by the end of next month. 

So far the break-up and sale of Sears’ loss- 
making British Shoe Corporation has' in- 
volved around 4,000 job losses. A further 650 
jobs are at risk at British Shoe's headquarters 


and distribution centre in Braunstone, Leices- 
tershire. The net costs of the retrenchment pro- 
gramme to Sears has been £1 15m , slightly less 
than the £150m expected. Around 300 shops 
have closed in the Shoe Express Shoe City and 
concessions businesses. 

It is a remarkable demise for a business that 
until recently controlled 2.000 shoe shops in 
Britain and was responsible for one in five of 
every pair of shoes sold. 

Seam will now concentrate on the de-merg- 
er of its Selfridges department store business 
which should take place next summer. Free- 
mans, the mail order business whose sale to 
Littlewoods was blocked by the competition 
authorities, is also expected to be spun-off in 
2-3 years. The return of around £S0m to share- 
holders is also expected, though no decision 
has been taken on the timing. 
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Bid hopes dial up Vodafone shares 


DEREK PAIN 


Vodafone dialled the festive 
number. Helped by a round of 
share tips and the inevitable 
stories of a US strike the 
shares dim bed to a 45tt5p high 
with a 12J5p gain. Trading was 
brisk. 

Merrill Lynch and HSBC 
provided the investment 
nudge. US buying rekindled 
the take over thoughts with the 
likes of American giant AT&T 
in the frame. 

The mobile telephone 
group has climbed from a 
240p low this year. Its perfor- 
mance has been due in part to 
its increasing subscriber base 
both at home and overseas 
which, it is generally agreed, 
ensures strong medium term 
growth. 

Takeover hopes, however, 
have been a big inspiration. In 
the global telephone scene 
Vodafone looks one of the 
most enticing prizes. ST, with 


its control of the Cellnei 
network, would stand little, if 
any, chance of clearing 
monopoly hurdles. But an 
overseas group could succeed 
and if AT&T stays at home 
there remains a host of 
potential candidates. 

Vodafone also contributed 
to its pre-Christmas cheer by 
declaring it had finalised lift- 
ing its stake in Franfafce du 
Radiotelephone, the French 
mobile network, to 20 per cent 
from 16.1 per cent. 

Orange, however, pipped 
Voders to the rop of the blue 
chip leader board It gained 
14p to 264p although the ad- 
vance looked unrepresenta- 
tive, no doubt the result of 
order driven trading. 

The rest of the market was 
back in w inning festive ways 
with Footsie scoring a 31.6 
points gain to 5,049.3. despite 
an uncertain New York open- 


ing and more distress in Korea. 
A$12bntakc over spree in the 
US helped sentiment 

Another Footsie change 
gave tracker funds something 
to think about. Only a couple 
of days after being relegated 
Blue Circle Industries was 
reinstated. Its swift return was 
due to Mercury Asset Man- 
agement's departure as Mer- 
rill Lynch's bid for the fund 
manager went unconditional, 
thereby culling its Footsie re- 
turn to just two days. 

Galen, the little known 
Ulster drugs group, replaced 
BCI in the FTSE 250 index. 
The company came to market 
at 150p a share in July. It was 
then valued at £18 1.9m. With 
its shares at 324_Sp the capi- 
talisation has increased to 
£393.5 m. 

Whitbread, the leisure 
group, was another to stretch to 
a new high. The shares dosed 


ISp up at 91 Mp (after 924p). 
They were 695p in November. 

The group is rumoured to 
be contemplating two big 
disposals lo give it ammunition 
and elbow room to continue its 
retail build-up. 

One story is new chief ex- 
ecutive David Thomas is con- 
sidering retreating from the 
bcerage. The group has always 
strongly defended its beer her- 
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itage but there is a persistent 
rumour Mr Thomas, who suc- 
ceeded Pteter Jarvis earlier this 
year, feels there is little point in 
Whitbread remaining the fourth 
force in a dedining market. 

The other possible dispos- 
al said to be occupying Mr 
Thomas is the Thresher s off- 
licence chain which has been 
hit by supermarkets and boot- 
leggers. Parisa, the venture 
capitalist backed arrival on 
the drink shops scene, is 
thought to be interested 

Financial shares, on re- 
newed hopes of corporate ac- 
tion, were given another whirl. 
Lloyds TSB to go for Abbey 
National was the latest varia- 
tion of a well worn theme. 
Helped by the sale of a loan 
business Lloyds gained 25p to 
7hlp. Abbey put on 41p to 
1.069 (after l,080p). 

Sun Life St Provincial im- 
proved 22p to 440p as the 


French 

stake, as promised, to W 

eent selling 6 million shar^ 

Rolls-Royce finned to 228p- 
. _ r>«cthwaite rate 


ta king STOCK : 

Optoptast. supplying optical* 


Henderson Crostbwmte rate 

the shares a buy. su eS es “« 
profits of £285m this yew will 

Electronic held at 258p with 

Salomon Smith Barney joaung 

the buy chorus. 

Ionka, the under P re *° rt ' 
telephone group, recovereda 
farther 9pto9d5p ? encour^ 

by director buying at S*p. 
Aegis, the media buyer, was 
firm at 67p with Seaq turnover 
approaching 10 mfllioft 

Acatos & Hutcheson, the 
edible ofl group, slumped 26p 
to 259p after a 25 percent prof- 
its fell* Reflec, a reflective inks 
group, was the day’s worst 
performer, losing nearly 70 
per cent to 95p following an- 
other profit warning- The 
shares once touched 126Jp. 


debut Placed at 128p by 

stockbroker Williams deBroe 
the shares went to 142p*TIir 
company is thought te W5* 
per amt of the -opficdHtose 
marteL sdlfaig to d* dj* jjfc 
optician chains* ' 


Langdons Foods, the 


at i.75p as non 
director Stephen BardayjpB * 
his 4JZm shares at USfj- Last 
week plantation General- 
sold 24m shares (U percatW 
It still has 1L5 percent 



Bfckerton,abuiIderaiid^roil- 

ertydevefopeAheldat^-its 

March flotation price. Stock-'; , 
broker Teatber & Gree nwood- 
sees this year's profits tiring^ 
from £232,000 to SSOOfiOO and 
then hitting £L3m. 
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WOO. -550 5? 
<2300 -100 28 
3BJ0 _ 46 

30100 _ 62 

57JO. - W 
IfiOC _ . 

E10O _ II 
93000 *750 40 

2)600 -050 24 

M10O -200 48 
MOO *300 44 
24500 -4» M 
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ECO _ 30 
MOO .23 
23700, 460) 13 
19501 - 7J 

48500 -750 67 
3050 . SJ 

28750 -i 00 41 

rrr m _ jji 


8)4 39S6 
240 B0 
l«0 5B3 
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□5 C7S7 
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02 U4J 

a» DU 

196 BJ 
94 M2 
DJ tm 
W 1W 
90 6426 
35 6787 
MS DC 
□ 0 BSP 


162 B77 
M »4» 
3)6 419 
C5 0 
387 7»J 

ao 26M 

7 7 2023 
15.9 3299 
. BIN 
QJ VK 
■61 tea 


6] 38 Pro. 

01 B RnKFsaH 

2D HO HQ 
110 90 SB 
13b 194 Slyrmed 
IE 98 HxkeiMadn 
M MS HA Ei V 
741 99 HUM 
X 55 Haraptai 
W S3 tanSnum 
SO M0 Haaorv 
esini 
684 460 lahmenMi 

303 rn LGanHarGp 

ib i7 lotto rn 

58 39 T0.Ho6db«> 

584 *B PtapBm n i a 
604 2B rwiadna 
E* 97 714MI 
N5* Hcata. 

970 300 Mrfta 
ST) *05 PkxnaOue 

*0 231 Haera Aafy 

B5 HJ PrarareM 

M OS Aaaw 
266 S* QubdnmHK 
58 28 Hirnamn 
276 226 P*ooU 

m b) hiMdoW 
2R IV B to llapt, 

58 229 Tutor* 

K) 90 IUkcso 
n DB SretoErr 
SB 9* 5*w4ld0mi 
034 877 iche 
99* 301 Mato* 

2V M 5pm Swo 

304 237 SnrftaM 
599 4N Tlfirp 
D 68 TmTec 
2)4 MS TiyplQi Lyd 

I 378 ZS2 UtnBecvma 36600 
174 DO v-toi 
I TT) SOS Viaae 
I 952 M VSnpar The 
ISO 2H Wm. M 
95 204 WwGp 
I 260 BB WaawB, 

I 4922 Wdm 

I B2S 525 Wlwnnp 


H7J0. *350 SJ 
27250 _ 61 75 B4 

21750 500 65 9.4 3546 

16300 - 17 SI HB 

0008 - 56 140 3«44 

M65Q - 56 87 0» 
3550 -050 - -908 

7750 -150 20 - 2840 

9100 -150 II IU U0 
40000 *B0Q 21 EJ m 
7050 4X50 26 52 0 

8575 . _ 0 

6050. . l.l 90 DIE 

10000 BOO IJ 249 08 
Q9 DOk .150 IJ 85 ISO 
10050 . 70 127 1777 

94JO. . 58 Bl 6408 

8850 . . 61 IU 6425 

2HJ0, 10 ni B22 

71500 -150 4* 09 SB 
S3 50 -150 24 _ B41 

83350 _ 10 2S5 9*5 

P900K _ 7.7 _ MR 

_ _ DJ «16 
3HJ0 . 50 Q.I bBCB 

BH0 - 28 9 4 KM 

3809, _ 53 D0 2GB3 

2050 - - .0 

7490, . 55 0 5 2M 

0750 *150 15 19 9 007 
IHOClx . 14 51 Q0 
3) 35 - - K2 ffl 

□090 6» 17 Q9 am 
B850k 650 36 205 008 
9500, _ 59 14 B2S 

74*50 *100 64 no on 
D200 . 16 Hi 2534 

19*00 . 50 9.1 2252 

U80D _ 26 167 2254 

7200 050 4J 6J 3887 

950 . 98 201 972 

2S0O, - 31 - JM 

4I&50 *100 10 D.9 BS0 

9850, *150 10 BJ Q80 

2S150 - II CU 4849 
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3D 250 AcaodHunh 
4 34 AJben Ftair 
a a At pioEst 
S79 4B Aw Bm Fa 
320 275 faHMC 
4S0 222 Doer A G 
401 244 Booto 
07 464 Ctahw^Seto 
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■2 58 Creator 

260 204 CntatoA 
364 2B Ddpn 
409 264 Oarev. 
a 00 Ftay! 
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26 D GhhdGp 
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K2 07 MtaMB 
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28150 - 51 1.9 MU 
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8000k 350 17 - UO 
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437 38) ReroHedp 
291 DO Hem GuHee 
258 87 Ran I6G Gyp 
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MO| H 1 27 !eneodbrU» 

_ Ml . » «9* Ve. An— 

2*43 J DO 91 5«x Eetren 
. J102 , 3*1 2» 5a* ton 
WK i 365 276 5a* Hong 
CP) ID 5a* Klhje 
03 A hreddre UiAn 
2350 HtOStaXMl Atact 
8* 40 SepwCereal 
551 4D Srrtrtd Mretffl 
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. 2*04 ‘ 102 72 THKan to 

. MB I «h> 371 Tropl to to 
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43500 

2050 

8850 
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tU bV ConrolM 
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M30b _ Bl 03 gW 
047 JO -27 JO li HJ ffl) 
0750 - 7 1 0760 6833 
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280 04 Got. Con Cp 
■09 8)0 CanConin 
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I2fc 67 Furndvrey 
<»“ Bl 8un>Lrou* 

116 60 firaOroaH 
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567JC *050 19 261 2917 


niii 


Bloomberg 
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29 - GGT Group 
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«K BC 
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26500 . U 123 23* 

Kg 00 . 40 S< 2399 

47750 *250 15 229 2307 
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VOO . _ 266 nw 
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63600 *250 24 209 8747 
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Europe overbanked? Pull the other one 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE CHALLENGE 
FACING BRITAIN'S 
LEADING BANKS 
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Martin Taylor, chief executive of Barclays, 
has asserted in a number of recent inter- 
views that Europe is “overb anted". This 
is not a concept most ordinary banking cus- 
tomers find easy to grasp, for despite the 
burgeoning number of high street banks 
and Mr Thylor's belief that we need less 
of them, banking profits arc booming and 
most British banks are throwing off excess 
capital like there's no tomorrow. In these 
circumstances, the need would seem 
rather to be for more competition, not less. 
So what does Mr Taylor mean by over- 
banked? 

Plainly there’s a sub text here, for Mr 
Taylor believes that regulators can even- 
tually be persuaded that Barclays be al- 
lowed to merge with another sizeable 
British bank like Nat WesL Though he ac- 
knowledges that such a merger would raise 
serious competition concerns in particu- 
lar market segments and regions, he ar- 
gues that these could be overcome 
through disposals. In any case, any merg- 
er of this son should be viewed not in 
terms of narrow domestic market con- 
cerns, Mr Taylor believes, but in the wider 
European context and in particular in the 
light of imminent European Monetary 
Union. 

With monetary union comes the real- 
ity of a single European market in bank- 
ing and other forms of financial service. 
Most companies will progressively require 
just one bank to deal with their European 
needs, not as at present a bank in each 
country. The same argument can be ap- 
plied to retail banking. When in matters 
financial, Britain, Germany, France, Spain 


and the rest are as one, do we really need 
so many banks? The dynamic of the mar- 
ket place, bankers like Mr Thylor argue, 
win force a series of mergers and takeovers 
among the present plethora of national 
banks to create a limi ted number of pan 
European super banks. Already we are 
seeing one attempt at this with the moot- 
ed merger of Union Bank of Switzerland 
and Swiss Bank Corporation. 

These pressures are not confined to 
banking. Most chief executives of laige in- 
ternational companies make exactly the 
same sort of arguments about their own 
industries. But because banking is all about 
money, the effects of European monetary 
union do take on a special significance 
when applied to this sector. 

It is therefore vitally important that reg- 
ulators get these decisions right when 
banks and other financial services or- 
ganisations come hammering at their 
door for permission to merge. Do Mr Tay- 
lor and others like him have a point, or 
is this just a case of dressing up an old and 
fundamentally disreputable ambition in 
new clothing? Is not this in the end all 
about the businessman’s natural desire to 
acquire the competition so as better to 
crunch and exploit the customer? If it is, 
bow handy that monetary union should 
provide such a splendid new justification 
for this time honoured endeavour. 

A new book on the banking industry. 
The Banking Revolution - Salvation or 
Slaughter, provides a useful insight into 
the commercial pressures on this indus- 
try, though it doesn't pretend to offer pol- 
icy makers answers on how to deal with 


Strong pound takes its toll 
on balance of payments 


the creation of European super banks. 
WWnen by a groupof consultants from the 
Mitchell Madison Group, the book is 
about the impact of information tech- 
nology on the industry and it paints what 
in some respects is an apocalyptic view of 
the future for the present market leaders. 

No bank can afford not to invest in in- 
formation technology, the authors point 
out, because it would then get left behind. 
The problem is that as they do so, their 
profits begin to drift away since their cost 
structures are not changing fast enough 
to allow them to generate sufficient re- 
turns. 

The effect of IT therefore is simulta- 
neously to increase value for users of bank 
services while destroying the profits of the 
providers. Technology has made possible 
the provision of enhanced services at low- 
er cost; it has enormously increased ca- 
pacity while diminishing the need for 
labour, thereby working in favour of con- 
sumers rather than shareholder and 
workers. 

One of the results of this is greatly to 
increase the pressure for consolidation and 
for expansion into other areas of finan- 
cial services as organisations attempt to 
defend present rates of return and mar- 
ket positions. The question for regulators 
is not just whether it is appropriate to al- 
low banks the luxury or this response, but 
also whether present lines of regulation 
are sufficient to the task of customer pro- 
tection. 

IT has allowed the blurring of chan- 
nels of distribution and product in a way 
that creates pressure for cross financial in- 
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dustry consolidation. U is partly in response 
to this process that Britain is setting up a 
super regulator, the Financial Services Au- 
thority, which brings together previously 
separate and industry specific forms of in- 
vestor protection and supervision. Gov- 
ernment regulation is thus already 
beginning to mimmick the pressures of the 
market place. 

So is Mr Thylor right about this after 
all? Or to put the question more correctly, 
should policy' makers be allowing the old 
established organisations of banking a spe- 
cial dispensation because of the way IT 
and the single market are transforming 
their industry? What the Mitchell Madi- 
son book shows is that because the cast 
of large scale information processing has 
been declining by orders of magnitude for 
many years now, established banks can- 
not help but invest in it. By doing so they 
are creating over-capacity and reducing 
the barriers to entry as technology be- 
comes more widely accessible and reduces 
the scale required for low cost operation. 

This in turn has encouraged a range 
of new entrants - supermarkets, other fi- 
nancial institutions like Standard Life and 
the Prudential, and entrepreneurs such as 
Richard Branson. Furthermore it has al- 
lowed smaller banks such as Royal Bank 
of Scotland not saddled with the cost of 
an extensive branch network an un- 
precedented opportunity to raid the cus- 
tomer base of huger players with new, low 
cost products. The book wants “the po- 
tential exists that radical innovation could 
undermine traditional banking and that 
defenders are unprepared and vulnerable”. 


In these circumstances, is it not only right 
and fair that established banks be allowed 
to merge? 

The arguments might seem finely bal- 
anced, but in the end the answer has to 
be no. at least for the time being. Yes Eu- 
rope is “overbanked”, but not in the sense 
that Mr Taylor means it The overbank- 
ing is in the form of tired old established 
players whose response to the process of 
change is to reach for the nearest invest- 
ment banker and begin planning to take 
each other over. Mr Branson doesn’t be- 
lieve Britain or Europe to be overbanked, 
and nor does Standard Life and the 
many others now entering the market for 
the first time. 

There is really only one good argument 
for allowing big established banks in 
Britain to go this route. The possibility, al- 
ready apparent in the Swiss banking merg- 
er, that regulators in other countries allow 
their national banks to consolidate would 
undoubtedly put players like Barclays not 
allowed to do the sam e at a serious com- 
petitive dis ad vantage in the single currency. 
However, this conld easily be dealt wft b by 
apply ing a consistent European wide ap- 
proach to mergers policy. 

If established banks are allowed to con- 
solidate their position there is a real risk 
that they will use their power to stifle new 
entrants and the process of change will at 
least be slowed. The customer, who for a 
chan ge is beginning to get the upper hand 
as things stand, would lose as a result The 
market should be allowed to work its ways 
and established players must either adapt 
or die. 


The first concrete signs 
that the strong pound 
has begun to take its 
emerged yesterday, 
with news that the UK’s 
trade deficit widened 
sharply in October and 
November. As 
Lea Paterson reports, 
there are : also 
indications that the Far 
Eastern crisis has begun ■ 
to hurt UK firms. 


The' pundits who predicted 
UK firms could withstand the 


pressures of the strong pound 
appeared to have been proved 
wrong yesterday. The UK's 
global trade deficit on goods 
and services rose to £0.6bn in 
October. This was up £0.2bn 
from September, and was the 
highest monthly deficit record- 
ed since July 1996. 

“The figures provide a fur- 
ther blow to the theory that UK 
firms can cope quite comfort- 
ably with the strong pound," 
Jonathan- Loynes; at HSBC 
Greenwell, said. .. 

Preliminary indications are 
that the November deficit will 
be even worse. The Office for 
National Statistics estimates 


that the deficit in goods tradedi 
with non-European Union 
countries will be i’l.lbn. up 
£0.2bn from October, and the 
highest since October 1995. 
“The trend in the UK trade bal- 
ance is widening," the ONS said. 

The market deterioration in 
the non-EU trade balance in 
November was attributed by 
many economists to continuing 
difficulties in the Far East. 
“Today’s data suggest an Asian 
effect scorning through," said 
economists at ABN Amro. 
“Exports to Asia are weaken- 
ing significantly as demand 
collapses,” agreed Adam Cole 
of HSBC James Capel. 


The trade deficit on goods 
alone widened to £I.4bn in Oc- 
tober, reflecting a combination 
both of sterling’s strength and 
a levelling off in world-wide de- 
mand. 

Geoff Dicks, of NatWest 
Markets, said the figures pro- 
vided “the first definitive sign 
that exports are cracking be- 
neath the strength of sterling 
and/or early evidence of a slow- 
down in world demand”. 

A deterioration in the UK 
trade balance has been pre- 
dicted by economists for some 
time. Indeed, many were sur- 
prised that no concrete signs of 
a deterioration had come 
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through sooner, especially giv- 
en the warnings sounded by re- 
cent surveys of manufacturers. 

"The full force of the laws 
of gravity, long in abeyance, is 
now being felt,” Mr Dicks said. 

But the UK's trade, balance 
is, by historical standards, still 
remarkably healthy. Econo- 
mists are predicting that, even 
with {urther deterioration in 
December, the UK’s balance of 


ICI sells explosives arm to Orica for £223m 


JCI’s radical re-structuring 
. .jpnade further progress yes- 
• terday when. It sold its explo-; 
sives businesses in -Europe 
and the Americas to the for- 
■? mer ICJ Australia, now 
known as Orica, for £223m. 
Orica, which was itself 62 
' i per cent owned by JCI until 

- earlier this year, said the 
. ■- move followed a competitive 

- auction for the business. 

.. i The businesses form part 
of the original grouping of 
lCI’s operations when the 
" / group was formed in 1926. 

The move is part of a 
■ ; string of deals by ICI under 
* which it fa moving away from 

PEOPLE & 
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Aaatgh. The tane for making New 

Year^Resolutii^isiipaniisonre' 

again- Wifi those kitchen cup- 
boards fmtdfybc replaced? 

Acconfinfe io HA Promotion, 
the lobby group for independent 
financial advice, over 15 million 
people saylbeywffl start 1998 with 
a resolution. Just one in four will 
keep to iL " ' 

The lobby group also esti- 
mates that nearly 7 million w31 
make a'firiandal resolution. 

TFA Promotion surveyed over 

LOJOpe^andcaarapotitedtlie 

I. « '■ ■ .1 * ■ * . «-J i y i rnif 


lower margin bulk chemicals 
to specialise in more prof- 
itable sectors such as coatings 
materials and speciality 
chemicals. 

ICI paid £5bn for 
Unilever’s speciality chemi- 
cals business earlier this year 
and the proceeds from recent 
disposals are being used to 
replace debL 

Yesterday’s deal includes 
the explosive operations in 
Canada, Latin America and 
Europe and its distribution 
business in the United States. 
The division made a trading 
profit of $3m last year on 
sales of S46m. ICI will book 


less money, and a fifth wanted to 
dear outstanding debts. Other 
popular restitutions indude chang- 
ing jobs to get more money (13 
per cent), investing more money 
(13 per cent) and pitying off the 
credit card (12 per cent). 

The survey also says that Will 
Carling, former captain of Eng- 
land’s rugby side, “wants to be- 
come fluent in French and 
Italian”. He also warns “to spend 
less money on wieid gadgets”. 
Nothing, though, about winning 
back his place in the Harlequins 
side, from which he was recently 
dropped. 

Anita Roddick's Body Shop em- 
pire is to lose Eric Hefyer. a board 
director and one of the compa- 
ny’s key managers over the last 
16 vears. Eric, 62, wifi retire on 
New Year’s Eve. He created 


an £85m profit on the deal. It 
is expected to be earnings 
enhancing. 

Rob Margetts, ICTs di- 
rector responsible for indus- 
trial chemicals and materials, 
said the deal re-united ICI's 
American and European ex- 
plosives businesses with those 
of Orica, “recreating once 
again the global leader in 
the industry". It will have a 
global market share of 20 
per cent. 

The business manufactur- 
ers and supplies a range of 
bulk and packaged explosive 
and blast management ser- 
vices to the mining, quarrying. 


has been the cornerstone of our 
manufacturing, purchasing and 

operational business.” 

Mr Roddick went on: “Asa di- 
rector of Soapworks in Glasgow. 
Eric has played a central role in 
the renovation of the Easter- 
house site and the acquisition of 
plant and machinery for an ini- 
tiative that has helped breathe new 
life into one of the most eco- 
nomically marginalised commu- 
nities in Britain." 

While Eric prepares to take it easy , 
Keith Clark has been elected to 
a second gruelling three-year 
term as senior partner of Britain's 
biggest law firm, Clifford Chance. 

Keith, 53, is best known as a 
global “Mr Fixir", helping coun - 
tires to reschedule their sovereign 
debt He has provided legal ad- 
vice on debt restructurings for 


construction and allied ex- 
ploration industries world- 
wide. The business employs 
27.000 people. 

ICI’s explosive business 
has manufacturing sites in 
Canada. Mexico, Brazil and 
the UK. 

There has been a flurry of 
disposals by ICI in recent 
weeks. Earlier this month it 
sold its explosive interests in 
Africa to Orica for $1 17m. It 
sold Us UK fertiliser opera- 
tions to a US company for 
£200m last month. A raft of 
industrial chemical opera- 
tions are due to be sold to Du 
Pom. 


Poland. South Africa. Sudan, 
and most recently Russia. The 
Russian rejia invovled debts of 
S33bn. 

Although Keith is a keen trav- 
eller, a spokesman insists he will 
not being Dying off to the Far East 
to help Japan and South Korea son 
nut their financial woes. The 
spokesman admitted, however, 
than “Obviously debt rescheduling 
(for those countiresj is an option." 
Sounds like Keith should keep his 
toothbrush handy , just in case. 

Grovelling apologies to Tim 
Miller and Richard Timberlake. 
who recently sold 3ft per cent of 
their unit trust business. Portfo- 
lio. to Liberty, not Fidelity as 1 
wrote yesterday. 

Merrill Lynch has poached 
Richard Brook from Credit 




is that, of those making a finan- 
• i dalresufation,ne^ 

41 percent) wifi aim to save for 
£a specific ildn like a car or a hoL 
jrfrt^iday. in thfe^car ahead. 

More than a quarter (27per 
cent) said they warned to spend 


ly&cai 1 ’huiu nuw- 

ton. West Sussex. Fburyeare lat- 
er he established another 
warehouse and a head office for 
the company at Wick, West Sus- 
sex. which was opened by Diana. 

princess of Wkles. 

In 1988 Eric joined the board 
and supervised a further move by 

ihe company to IittlehanJpfon ® 
year later. 

Gordon Roddick, husband of 
Anita and chairman of Body 
Shop International, paid tribute 
to Eric. “He joined us when we 
had fewer than .^employees, and 



In October, Allan Spall, 
ICI’s finance director said 
there were £2.5bn of dispos- 
als still to go with Methanol 
with its gas businesses high 
on the list. The stock market 
has been impressed with the 
speed of ICI’s transformation 
which some analysts 
expected to take three year 
to achieve. 

However, the shares have 
lost some of their fizz. They 
shot from their year's low of 
68Sp in the spring to 1 108p on 
the hack of the restructure an- 
nouncement. Yesterday they 
edged S.5p higher to 930p. 

— Nigei Cope 


Agricole lndosuez Group to 
join the former's European eq- 
uity strategy team. The invest- 
ment bank, says Mr Bronk. will 
-focus on the European Mone- 
tary Union and the impact the 
single currency is expected to 
have on European equity 
markets". Racy stuff. 

Prior to Credit Agricole Mr 
Bronk. 37. headed up the Euro- 
pean equity team at Barings 
Asset Management, from W1 to 
J 995. His very fiiM job was at the 
Bank of England as an analyst, 
followed by a stint at NM 
Rothschild. 

His interests are hill-walking 
and writing. His first book, slat- 
ed for publication in mid-summer, 
is called: Progress and the Invisible 
Hand Philosophy and Econom- 
ics nf Hitman AJiance. Sounds 
like a page-turner. 

I thought this Christmas 
card from the Serious Fraud 
Office (SFO) was worth 
sharing. It’s not often that 
the inhabitants of Elm 
Street exhibit a sense of 
humour. On the other hand, 
this card could have been 
meant entirety seriously, as 
an example of the way the 
SFO uses its controversial 
‘Section Two* powers to 
require witnesses to provide 
information. That's nothing 
to the Inland Revenue's 
thumbscrews, of counter- 


trade will remain in surplus for 
the year as whole. 

And although a balance of 
tirade deficit is forecast for 
1998, this is not anticipated to 
be as large as the shortfalls that 
typically accompany UK boom 
times. Some economists are 
sceptical that the figures will 
persuade the Bank of England 
to ease off on interest rate pol- 
icy- 


Shake-up 
as Reflec 
shares 
plunge 


Investors in Reflec, the reflec- 
tive inks group, took fright yes- 
terday sending the shares 
plunging nearly 70 per cent to 
9.5p as it warned that sales of 
new products continued to dis- 
appoint and raised the spectre 
of a US legal battle after one of 
its products allegedly infringed 
a patent. 

Reflec also announced a 
management shake-up, after a 
dreadful share price perfor- 
mance angered institutional 
shareholders. Harold Morley is 
stepping down as non-executive 
chairman, to be replaced by 
Alan Edwards, a partner with 
accountants Neville Russell. 
Peter White. Reflec's managing 
director, has been promoted to 
chief executive. However, de- 
spite Reflec's problems, Peter 
White was unavailable to an- 
swer mounting concerns about 
l be group’s ftnure yesterday, 
having flown to America for his 
Christmas holidays. 

The new board has also ap- 
pointed accountants Arthur 
Anderson to assess its financial 
plight and determine whether 
it needs to raise more funds. 

Floated in April 1996 at 
40p, Reflec's shares rose to 
more than 130p earlier this 
year before its dramatic fall 
from grace. 

Adam Hart, of Peel Hunt, 
the company's brokers and 
sponsors of the flotation, said: 
“This is a disappointment. 
Small companies are high risk 
and until products produce 
profits they always remain so.” 

Reflec's flotation document 
forecast the group making an 
operating profit in the year to 
February 1 998 but Mr Hart ad- 
mitted it would not meet this tar- 
get and refused u? predict when 
It would break into the black. 

— Andrew Votes 


Jacques Vert pulls back 
from brink of bankruptcy 

Jacques Vert, the troubled fashion group, pulled itself back 
from the brink of bankruptcy yesterday after a nnounring new 
financing and a wide-ranging shake up of its business. Bob 
Reid, the chairman, admitted the shake-up would lead to “sub- 
stantial redundancies" among 900 staff. 

Losses ballooned from £5m to £9 .5m for the year to May. 
Uttlewoods, which owns a 29.9-per-cent stake, is providing 
a £500.000 loan and Midland Bank has increased its over- 
draft facility to £8m. Jacques Vert is selling Grace Collec- 
tion to a management buy-in team for £L6m. But the group 
has been forced to close the rest of the wholesale division. 
Problems stem from a derision to create trendier clothing 
ranges designed to appeal to a younger customers. The ex- 
periment flopped and the group has introduced new ranges 
to cater for the more mature, affluent woman. 

Reckitt on US buying spree 

Reckitt & Colman, the household products group, has ac- 
quired four US household brands for £96m. They are Spray 
'n Whsh, Giass Plus, Vivid and Yes, bought from SC John- 
son & Son, a US group. SC Johnson in turn is acquiring the 
brands as part of its purchase of the Dow Chemical consumer 
products business. Sales of the brands are estimated at £78m 
and are expected to record profits of £I0m. Following the 
deal. North America will account for 36 per cent ofReckitt's 
sales. 

Gaming machine buy-out 

European Leisure has sold its Maygay gaming-machines busi- 
ness to a management buy-out team led by Roy HoweQ, whose 
father founded the business in 1968, for£16.5m. 31 the ven- 
ture capitalists, are backing the management team. Maygay 
is the UK’s second-largest gaming-machine manufacturer, 
with annual sales of £29m, and produced a pre-tax profit of 
£3m for the year to June 1997. European Leisure will con- 
centrate on building up its bars and discotheques business. 

KPMG’s accent on Europe 

KPMG and Ernst & Young stressed the strong European fo- 
cus of their planned merger in their formal submission pre- 
sented to the European competition authorities yesterday. 
Presentation of the document comes as Brussels sources in- 
dicated the planned deal and that between Coopers & Ly- 
brand and Price Waterhouse would - as expected - be 
subjected to an investigation lasting several months. 

Lloyd’s broker suspended 

Lloyd’s has suspended Anthony Frost, former chairman of 
Nelson Hurst Marine Ltd. for six months, and fined him 
£10,000 plus Lloyd’s costs of £40.000 and censured him, fol- 
lowing findings of misconducL The allegations against him 
related to the taking of a secret profit by NHML. 

Tonic for Pernod-Ricard 

Shares in Pernod-Ricard rose 5 per cent in Paris after it sold 
its Ora Elgin a drink brand to Coca-Cola for S840m to concen- 
trate on higher-margin spirit hrands. It may now buy Dewar’s 
whisky and Bombay Gin. brands that Guinness and Grand Met 
must dispose of under the terms of their merger. 

Profits fail in edible oils 

Edible oils processor Acatos & Hutcheson saw profits fall 
percent to £5. 84m in the year to 28 September on sales which 
slipped 2 per cent to £277 m. 

Farm equipment buy-in 

Specialist metals group Wilshaw has sold its farm -equipment 
spares distribution business to a management buy-in team 
for £22 Jm to concentrate on its powder metals division. The 
businesses disposed of made £3 .5m last year. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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‘My mind is very, very open and so is my mouth - as 
ypuVe probably gathered. Hopefully I can synchronise 
tb^m* — Tony Banks, on being named Minister of Sport 

Sayings of the 



Quotemeister 

*jlt flashed through nw mind that Rory might be taking the piss. 
~ It was just as well I didn’t say something Eke, ‘Fuck off Rorv ’ 
Because that wouldn’t have gone down too well. Tony Banks. 
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■kimlhejabo! Miniver OfSpon. offering 

I know one thing. If Td been Tbny Biair, I wouldn’t have 
appointed me. Banks. 

Tbny Blair said to me, “Get in there and liven it up", and Tm 
going to do precisely that. Bonks on his suggestions to form a 
United Kingdom football team and for players to turn out for the 

country they play in. 

Picking the England side is a matter for Glenn Hoddle. Tony 
Banks is certainly livening things up. Downing Street statement 
an the same issue. 

On certain subjects it’s better to think before vou speak. 

Cesdre Mfdduu, Italian national coach, on Banks’ ideas. 
National'flags should not be carried into the stadium, because 
then sport becomes almost an extension of war. I don’t th jpir 
yon should- have the playing of national anthems before 
football matches. Why stir people up? Banks. 

When God gave Paul Gascoigne his football talent he took his 
brain out at the same time. Banks. 

^ So much .of women’s tennis is treated like soft porn.We have 
,* :: vj&ttd nothing about Tun Henman or Greg Rusedski’s choice of 
£ ^underwear or their body shapes. Banks during Wimbledon. 

* ! The idea of throwing my arms around the Queen when 

Hi • Chelsea score, or screaming “the referee's a wanker", which 
3; ;; I'm likely to <io, probably would not go down too well in ibe 
■{ " Royal Bor. I’m nor going to have my enjoyment of one of the 
/ ■ neat days of my club spoiled by being next to Royalty of no 

u - fixed abode. Banks, on being offered a seal in the Royal Box for 

e the FA Cup finaL 

H i: If I had to choose between being the Sports Minister or a 

' - Chelsea supporter, I wouldn’t be the Sports Minister. Banks, 
in the run-up to the finaL 

, The idea that the only sports worth encouraging are 
■ -s competitive sports is bollocks. Its ideological bollocks. And I 
hope that you ain’t going to see much ideological bollocks 
around here. Banks. 

HI have a hell of a job not leaping up if he scores. Banks, on 
Italian striker Gianfranco Zola before the crucial World Cup 
deader in Home. 

A cosy stitch-up. Tbny Blair on Ceja's backing of Germany's 

2006 World Cup bid. 

* .)i people don't like the way 1 do things, stuff 'em. Banks. 
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The gospel according 
to the gaffer 


I am ugly, but I have other qualities. You, I think you have 
problems with your wife but you seem a nice person. Georges 
Leekens, Belgium coach, asked about the spirit in his squad before 
the World Cup play-off" against Ireland. 

There was nothing between the sides. Apart from the seven 
goals. Danny Wilson, Barnsley manager, after his side’s defeat to 
Manchester United. 

I want this to become my ticket to dreams. I came by 
underground because I wanted to know the way the fens feel 
coming td Spars. Christum Gross, new Tottenham manager, 
holding up a Tube ticket at the dub’s press conference. 

They have the potential to be a sleeping giant. Chris Waddle, 
on his new side, Burnley. . 

, We are developing oar youth policy. Sarny Dalglish, Newcastle 
United manager, after acquiring the aging Jan Rush, John Barnes 
and Stuart Pearce in the dose season. 

I don’t want to be anyone’s assistant but I'd go to Manchester 
United as the kit manager. Sammy Mclbay, Macclesfield 
manager and former United player, on his career ambitions. 

1 don't know bow old I was at the start of the. game, but Tm 93 
now. It was like 120 years in Alcatraz. Martin 0*NeiB, of 
Leicester City, after his team % Coca-Cola Cup semi-final victory 
over Wimbledon on away goals. 

Twill spend next week coaching my players on how to get their 
hands out of the way of a ball belted at them from six yards 
and travelling at 120mph- Gary Megson, of Stockport, upset at 
the penalty awarded against his side in a 1-0 defeat at Reading. 
Perhaps he did go in with two feet, but I thought referees in 
England allowed that Ruud Gullit, of Chelsea, after a challenge 
by Demis Wise on Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira. 

I’m going'to be as natural as I can - a right miserable bastard. 
Ray Harford, taking over at'West Bromwich Album. 

Magnifeo, as they say in Paris. Peter Rod, of Sunderland, on a 
j Usplay by UondPerez. 

£ think he will eventually play for England. Reid predicts a call- 
up fbrLeeOdric.A couple of hours later, the player was drafted 
into the Tbumoi de France squad. 






-i 


Trials and tribulations, 
troubles and treachery 

You mu^be daft. No one person can.throw a game. Bruce 
Grobbebaion trial for match-firing with Bans Segers, John 
Fashanaakdothers. 

Christopher Vincent is the repository of treachery. He is a 
serpent— hb creator of literature could have invented aim. He 
slithers forward to his riches, hoping you wiU do right by form 
He might as well have taken the oath on a cheque-book. Rodney 
Kievan, Grabbelaarli barrister, on the chief prosecution witness. 
Maybe wem have to decide this on penalties. Buiwe U win 
because we've got two goalkeepers. Grobbdaar, after the jury m 


Nobody has the right to win at ail ecstt... What happened was 

a dirty tridk, an unworthy blow which m eve 

have criminal consequences. “ Corrure 

following die shunt in the European Grand Pnx that put 

Schumacher; out and gave Jacques VWeneuve the world ale. 

I knew Michael was capable of just taking me off, and that s 

n-hyl don'l quite untold U>e atuaaoa ^ SAw^ 

not to piny Pon W."™“!“sS r *^ 
avffised animals. Laurent Seigne, Brae ^Eawing^ 

room bm* Between the two sides, STf he 

Tiger Woods has shown the world b ^ is h s ^ urse be flies into 
doesn\get what he wants instanUy cin the co ^ iL Mac 

an ufentSe rage. It’s pathetic and the playe 

Johnson, effter w innin g the Sint (£ 600 , 000 . 
let^einlbtmtto. 



Ears and tears 
in boxing spheres 


1 snapped in that ring and did something that 1 have never 
done before and will never do again. I apologise to the world. 
Mike Tyson, two days afler being disqualified for biting ojf a piece 
of Evander Hofy field’s ear. 

I have something he probably wants. Mitch Ubonati, cleaner, on 


Holyiieid is not the warrior he claims he is. He got a nick on 
his ear and he quit. Tyson. 

Boxers should eat before they fight. Sylvester Stallone, at 
ringside. 

When he walked away I thought it was a joke. 1 thought he was 
trying to fool me so he could sucker-punch me. Lennox Lewis, 
after beating Oliver McCatt, who ended the fight in tears. 

I am never going to get beat. 1 am going to retire a legend. 
Naseem Homed, before bearing Billy Bardy. 

I wasn’t there when he killed the guy, but shit, if the guy got 
killed be was probably doing something he shouldn't have 
been doing. Tyson on his manager Don King, who served four 
years for beating a own to death. 

People like Don King shouldn't be allowed to be in boxing. 
He’s a disgrace to the human race. Frank Maloney, Lennox 
Lewis's manager. 

I'm going to get on the aeroplane tomorrow and bare my big, 
black ass out the window and show what I think of Denmark. 
Larry Holmes, the former heavyweight champion, after losing on a 
split decision to Denmark's Brian Neilsen. 

Women are made for loving and not hitting. Women's boxing could 
attract some kinky people. 1 am all against it Henry Cooper. 


‘If people don’t like the way I do things, stuff ’em’ - Tony Banks, Sports Minister 


Photograph: Reuters 


Sex and violence 
and wild, wild athletes 


He's the only player I’ve ever known who could drink 16 pints 
and stDJ play football the next day. Foul Gascoigne, on why his 
hero is Bryan Robson. 

Smoke billowed out of the toilets when the door was opened. 
Cardin Cherry, waitress at the restaurant in New Zealand which 
Phil Tltf/ieO was asked to leave after allegedly smoking a joint. 

1 won’t let them do it at the hotel where we're staying but 1 
won't object if they rent a house or find a place to do iL Daniel 
PassareBa, Argentina coach, consents to his players having sex 
during the World Cup finals. 

I have worked hard on my own by doing lots of swimming, 
cycling and making love as often as possible. Giantuca VutOL of 
Chelsea, on his fitness regime. 

I tackle to hurt people - Samoan players are Eke thaL When 
they go for a hit, the aim is to put the player out so he never 
comes back. Terry Fanolua, Gloucester’s Western Samoan signing. 
There were lots of pictures of Martina [HingjsJ's knickers and 
Anna [Koumikovaj's short skirL This year I think they went 
too far. These are 15- and 16-year-olds. These are babies. 
Monica Seles, on this year's Wimbledon. 

She may be a light Blue, but she’ll be a dark blue when she’s 
finished. Cambridge rugby fan on the Ihrsity match streaker. 

She’s got nipples Eke organ stops. Roger Black, British athletics 
team captain, on heptatldete Denise Lewis's photo spread in * Total 
Sport'. 

1 am a British spy. You can't do this. Alex Higgins , on being 
arrested in a Manchester hotel 


‘Today, Italy is inferior to England' - Gazzetta dello Sport 


We played the Italians at their 
own game. They- are very good 
at diving, cheating, trying to 
waste time. Paul Gascoigne on 
England^ success in the World Cap 
qualifier in Rome. 

He looked like a pint of Guin- 
ness running around. Gascoigne 
on die bandaged head of captain 
Paul bice. 

I look Eke a black Tem Butch- 
er at ibe moment. I didn't want 
the bandage on because I 
thought I'd look silly. But I don’t 
care now Ince. 

They’ve become a great side. 
Cesare Maldini, Italy's coach, on 
England. 

Today, Italy is inferior to England 
It doesn't have its sense of se- 
curity, its control of play and not 
even - listen to this - its adapt- 
ability. The Eons who once knew 
only bow to bunch the ball and 
run under iL tackle, cross and mix 
it up. now- dribble with skill, take 
control of the action, take pos- 
session with elegance and look 
for the winning chance. -Gaz&ta 
dello Sport”. 

We are talking about a new 
epoch- “La RepubbUca”, Italian 
newspaper, on Roberto Baggo's de- 
cision to shave off his panyutiL 
1 have always planned to retire 
when 1 was at the top and at 
Manchester United 1 have 
reached the pinnacle of my ca- 
reer. Eric Cantona, on retiring 
from football. 

The page has rureed. Eric has 
gone to become a film actor. 1 
preferred it when he was a foot- 
baller. 1 was proud of him. 
Maybe 1 will be proud of him in 
his new career, but not yeL 
Eleanore Cantona, Eric's mum. 

I am the steering wheel. My foot 
is on the accelerator and the 
brake. The deal simply means we 
will have a bigger engine. Sam 


Hammam, managing director of 
Wimbledon, on selling part of his 
stake in the dub. 

Ronaldiiis: an infantile disease of 
footballing neoliberaiism. “Fam- 
igUa Cristiana ", Italy s best-selling 
magazine, on the lucrative move of 
Ronaldo to tntemazioaafe. 

The thrill of the European Cup 
was the immediate elimination, 
with one’s chest bared. He who 
is hit dies. AIJredo Stefano on the 
Champions' League format. 
There has been too much slop- 
piness and disregard for money. 
The golden til. me. won't go on 
forever . Jack Hayward, Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers owner. 

1 told them all - the butlere, the 
chambermaids, everybody - io 
have the day off and go and 
watch the game. I even had to 
make my own lunch. The Duke 
tf Devonshire, president of Cluster- 
field, on the FA Cup semi-final 
against Middlesbrough. 

T m not mad. J cannot do it. If 1 
train every day. I will die. Diego 
Maradona, on Boca Juniors' offer 
to lake him back if he undertakes 
io train every day. 

This is a highly sought-after lo- 
cation. We don’t warn someone 
rolling up and making it look like 
some kind of gypsy eneamp- 
menL Neighbour of Frvde Grades, 
after the Chelsea goalkeeper was re- 
fused permission by his residents ' 
associa ti on to pin up a satellite dish. 
Everton is a house on fire, the 
walls are down and. if the blaze 
isn't put out soon, it will engulf 
the entire dub.X/an Bad, former 
Everton player, on the Goodison 
Dirk crisis. 

The FA is like Madame Tus- 
saud's. We tell our people to keep 
them moving so we can tell 
them apart from the dummies. 
.4Jan Sugar, Spurs chairman, at the 
Oxford Union. 


1 could get Spurs into the top six 
and into Europe. Uri GeBer. 

If he was in Slur Trek, he'd be the 
best player of whichever solar sys- 
tem they were in. Ian Wright on 
his Arsenal team-mate, Dennis 
Bergkamp. 

The team are worshipped in my 
town. We love them and we think 
the team is well organised and 
has got high skills in football. Za- 
karia Yusuf Mwam-zandi. of 
Kenyan village side Msambweni 
FC. who changed their name to 
Darling/on (The Quakers) FC af- 
ter seeing them lose to Leeds in the 
Coca-Cola Cup iast year. 

The eves were cut out and hang- 
ing down. It was really disgust- 
ing. Ian Botting. chairman of 
Eastbourne FC, who found a pig's 
head in the diig-out before a match. 
Armenian Footballer. Very 
Hairy. Credit cards accepted. 
With Moustache. .Advertisement 
in massage section of the “ Fulham 
Chronicle's” classified pages. 
Rugby union is a beast's game 
played by gentlemen, soccer is a 
gentlemen's game played by 
beasts, American football is a 
bvast's game played by beasts and 
rugby league is a beast’s game 
played hy demons. Robbie Paul 
Bradford Bulls captain. 

This jersey is going to win the 
World Cup. Just make sure that 
when the final comes you are 
wearing it and not stuck at home 
watching some other bastard 
wear it. CSve Jtbodwanf to Ins Eng- 
land rugby union squad. 

Before Christmas we had a bad 
taste in our mouth, but we 
shrugged off the cobwebs. Our 
jaded players from early in the 
week transformed from an ob- 


solete spring into a cofled spring 
and threw off the psychological 
bondage. They responded spon- 
taneously and made large dents 
in the scoreboard. Jack Rowed, 
then Errand RU coach, after the 
Five Nations' 'victory overScodand. 
We will get better. Christian 
Cullen, AB Blacks full-back, after 
the 81-3 win over Llanelli. 

He could come out with an axe 
and he wouldn't get sent off. 
Great Britain RL manager Phil 
Lowe after Australian hard-man 
Garden ThUis escaped dismissal for 
three high taddes in the second TesL 
My wife hits harder than him. 
Terry O'Connor. Wigan forward, on 
his brawl with Tallis in the World 
Qub Championship. 

J was watching some rugby for 
the first time. It made me think 
that tennis players are maybe a 
bunch of sissies. We'd better beef 
things up. John McEnroe after 
Twickenham rugby union lest. 

If God had meant for am to 
shine on Wimbledon, he would 
have put it in Florida. The “Mi- 
ami Herald”. 

Don't stand there like the Stat- 
ue of Liberty, give roe some bails. 
JeffTarango, Wimbledon contro- 
versialist, to baB-gfil during his de- 
feat to Rodtdphe Gilbert. 

1 have freed myself from the 
chains of the pubEc. Boris Beck- 
er, who played his last Grand 
Slam at Wimbledon. 

Rum and coke, bananas, sugar 
and laid-back, lazy black men. 
Speaker at the *1 Caribbean Expe- 
rience" briefing Jor the England 
cricket team, on what to expect in 
the West Indies. 

I expect our cricketers to die for 
England When they wear those 


Compiled by Chris Maume 


three lions on their chests it 
should be the greatest honour of 
their Eves. If there is a laissez- 
faire attitude then we have a 
problem. Lord MacLaurin, Eng- 
land Cricket Board chairman. 
Steve Waugh was saying just 
hew much the Australians re- 
spect Aiherton. He said, “they say 
he's like a cockroach you can’t 
fall. You stamp on him but he 
keeps coming back.". Adam Hol- 
lioake on the England captain. 
Michael Atherton. 

It serves them right for sending 
us Rolf Harris. Barnard Manning, 
on Australia's first -Test defeat. 

If anyone slags us off after thaL 
they need beheading. Darren 
Gough, on England’s memorable 
first day of the Ashes series. 

In terras of the impact be caD 
make on the game, he’s the 
most important golfer who has 
ever played. Tom fthtson on Tiger 
Woods, at die US Masters. 

The only way 1 can create such 
arm speed is when I drive with my 
elbow hanging out of the car win- 
denv. Nick Faldo on Woods’ driving. 
You'll nae turn this place into a 
pitch and putt. Spectator to Woods 
after the world No lftjundtherwfJi 
in practice for the Open. 

I'm a CablinasiaiL Woods, who is 
a quarter black, a quarter ThaL a 
quarter Chinese, one-eighth white 
and one-eigfttk American Indian. 
Everyone wants more money and 
it’s better in my bank account 
than theirs. Eddie brine, efia- Fer- 
rari attended his contract. 

1 didn't see what had happened 
to him. Our minors don’t see that 
far back. Michael Schumacher on 
Damon HUTs parade-lap exit from 

the Melbourne Grand Prix. 

It would be ludicrous to suggest 
that my brothers and I were down 
to our last three camels, but we 
can no longer go on as we have 


before. . . At present the process 
of owning horses is like driving 
with a flat tyre. All we seek is the 
luxury of aslow puncture. Sheikh 
Mohammed, racing's most pow- 
eifid owner, threatens to remove his 
horses from Britain. 

Their sole concern is to squeeze 
every last pound for their own 
purely selfish interests. The 
Sheikh on the bookmakers. 

My Mum set five or six chapels 
ablaze because she lit so many 
candles for me. Maybe now 
sbc’U shut up about me getting 
a proper job. Ken Doherty, after 
beating Stephen Hendry to be- 
come world snooker champion. - 
I don't know why I do so well 
abroad. Perhaps it*s because 
there's not much else to do and 
you can’t nip out to the bookies 
to back three doubles and a tre- 
ble at Fbntwell .John Parroa at 
the German Open. 

My son was sat having his break- 
fast the other day and he said, 
“You’ll be finished by tomorrow, 
won't you daddy, because you just 
play, lose and come home". 
Steve Davis reveals the motivational 


son and Hedges Masters final. 

It felt like someone was stubbing 
a burning cigarette in my back for 
an hour and a half. Chris Board- 
man after a 33-mile time-trial the 
day before he puBed ouL 
It’s a rather strange sensatkm slic- 
ing away at yourself with a 
scalpel. Pete Goss, competitor in 
the lenddc Globe yacht race, who 
operated on his two hernias at sea. 
It was like a shadow going past 
Liz Me CNgpn, beaten by one sec- 
ond in the London Marathon by 
Joyce Chepchunxbq. 

Speed skating is like water bee- 
tles on a .tbirligig oom Yoshunu- 
ra , mayor of Nagano, scene cf the 
1998 Winter ON topics. 
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One Man to shade the grey showdown and hush 

One Man has won the and study of the present grey again. Certainly, One Man hnihhB Mam this season (One A ; - 

last two runnings of the eminences one horse has stood brushes the path for his detrao Man has done i lie same ). f, ■ . •; ; -\-r ’•/; : " •: : 




One Man has won the 
last two runnings of the 
King George VI Chase, 
he is unbeaten this 
season and is favourite 
to collect the prize for 
the third time on Boxing 
Da y, yet still he has his 
detractors. Richard 
Edmondson suggests they 
should be ignored. 


R>r weeks now the talk has been 
of grey horses. The freakish se- 
quence of notable successes 
for the ashen-faced - such as 
One Man. Suny Bay. Senor El 
Betniui, The Grey Monk and 
Relkeel - have led to many com- 
parisons with those of that hue 
from the past. 

There has been mention of 
Airborne and Nicolaus Silver, 
the last grey winners of the Der- 
by and Grand National respec- 
tively. The name of Stalbrklge 
Colonist, who beat Arkie in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup at a time 
when they were putting anvils 
rather than lead weights in the 
great horse's weight cloth, has 
also been resurrected. And, of 
course, the loudest fanfare has 
been saved for Desert Orchid, 
the last truly great public horse. 

Among all the recollections 


and study of the present grey 
eminences one horse has stood 
out. For while the milestones 
and glory moments of the ma- 
jority have been applauded, it 
is a peculiar fact that when One 
Man is discussed the collective 
voice chooses to examine fail- 
ure rather than achievement. 

So while the nine-year-old 
may have won 18 races and 
more than £32(1,000 in prize- 
money, the beam always seems 
to fall on the two contests that 
have witnessed him at his weak- 
est. One Man, it must be said, has 
looked quite horrible on his two 
efforts in the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. On both occasions he has 
appeared the likely winner two 
fences out before shrivelling as 
quickly as a crisp packet on the 
fire at the foot of the final ascent 

■It would be cruel and unjus- 
tified if this was to be the abid- 
ing memory of the horse. Ovct 
three miles on flat tracks One 
Man is as formidable as a starv- 
ing tiger, and for those who have 
rubbished him in the build-up to 
the King George VI Chase at 
Kempton on Boxing Day the 
salutary message is that that is 
exactly the examination the 
chunky horse wfli face on Friday. 

It may be that a residual af- 
fection for Desert Orchid means 
that some of racing’s followers 
are unable to let their hearts go 


again. Certainly, One Man 
brushes the path for his detrac- 
tors by the way he behaves in the 
closing stages of his contests. 

The sight, has become fa- 
miliar. One Man travels in his 
races as if only a freak act of na- 
ture can move him off course, 
but on the run-in he often looks 
like a leaf being tossed around 
in a storm. Gordon Richards, 
the horse’s trainer, believes 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: One Man 
(Kempton 2.20) 

NB: Secret Spring 
(Kempton 1.45) 


these last-minute collapses to be 
evidence of con-staving, but as 
One Man effects this drama over 
a range of distances there must 
be more to it than that. 

Richard Dunwoody. the rid- 
ing half of the partnership, has 
long wanted to have his 
0ne20ne with One Man. His 
theory is that the horse might 
be protecting himself from the 
onset of a pain he has felt be- 
fore by easing up. 

Whatever the cause. One 
Man is now considered vulner- 
able on Friday to anything with 
a smattering of dass and a cen- 
tral rod of resolution. Suny 
Bay is thought by many to be a 
roaring danger as he has won 


MARKET RASEN 


HYPERION 

1JL30 Toulston Lady 1 .0 Dandy Des Plauts 1 .35 
Price’s Hill 2.05 Colour Code 2.35 Dana Point 
3.05 Non Vintage 3.35 Baher 


itomim weight 10a. Tina frandfcan mate D'ArbUy Steel 9a t Jib. 
CiMto en 8a lit>,mxtxxtgGentte 8a 72to 
BErnNtL 11-4 Ctfs Run, CArttay Street 3-1 Price's HSt, 9-2 HOwaft. 
7-1 Master Boston, Cerkhten, 50-1 Woadtands Gentiku 


GOING: Chase cause: Soft (Good lo Soft et back straight). Hu- 
tto course: Good to Soft {Soft m straight). 

• Right-hand, sharp, mdiianng dreut Run-m ot one furlong. 

• Couse is E of town on A631 ADMISSION: Ctub 0250; Tatter- 
sals BMP (OAPr. who are members of corned Jubilee CUi hatf- 
prios); SJvwFfcig C5 (Jutfee Qjb CXPs hrfpnce) CAH RWDfcFree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revetay 23-98 {235%). M Pips 
16G9 (232%). J FitzGerald 14-88 (£3%). K Morgan 14-TS (118%). 
ft LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 20- 1C (172%). L Wyer 0-99 (102%) 
W Worthington 8-147 (54%). D Byrne 7-65 (108%). 

• FAVOURITES: 203-983 (348%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Merchant Ming (L35) 


O OAl SAN Di LANDS HOLIDAYS MAIDEN HUR- 
L__ _^J DLE (CLASS F) £2,500 2m 3f 110yds 

1 3F ANOTHER PtCEA (47) A J Lockwood 4 n S ..MbaADerM 

2 004 AUSStEB0B(34)MsSSmti5Tl5 GFRyantS) 

3 40 CASUAL CALL (13) TEastatry 5 11 S ... . .SRwt® 

4 n- KXjOURCOOE(F79)t*sASwrtHiA5n5 .J Supple 

5 05022/ COTTAGE CRAFT (777) W Betel fill 5 Jratprt 

B P04-3 DONNYBROOK (17) R Wbodwee 4 it s WDnai 


7 F64M FERRERS (10) Mrs P 9y 6 11 5 .WMaraton 


•4 o on I MISTLETOE SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,000 2m If 110yds 

1 651-no UJCTTUFTY (157) (CO) J Pearce fiflO J Ryan 

2 1RM TOULSTON UkDT (16) J Wharton 5 h B_ -WMaraton 

3 420333 THOMAS CROWN (15) MR Bosley 5 11 6. Jl Studhafam (7) 

4 000-20 AFRICAN SUN (43) M Chapman 4 11 3 WWbrthhgtoo 

5 46-POO BAASM (17) J Norton * 11 3 J*r K H O'Ryan (7) 

6 -0533 OAKBUHV(14)[CD)MssLSddal5ll2.._ TSMdaUp) 

7 005040 ERANDON BRIDGE (15) □ Geraghry 8 V 6 J Magee (3) 

B 44P CHIPALATA (1(J) T Dcmely 4 13 5 JSnppta 

9 OOF TUDOR FALCON (29) P Bradey 4 03. DRartarB 

- 9 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Oakbuy, 7-2 Toulston Lady, M Thomas Crown, African 
Sun, 13-2 Lucy Drily. 0-1 Baastn. 12-1 Brandon Bridge, 19-1 others 


a JUICE PLUS (FB23) B 9son 6 ?1 5 D Parker 

9 00- NORMANDV DUKE (NZ) (381) C Item 5 11 5 - . J Magee (3) 

« 0064/ PraUmVEMAN£62e)S1«Tpfe7T15 OPem 

Tf 2541 SBBUAN HB4RY (2C0 B Snort 4 it 5 - JLaedi 

C 4 TAHA-BROGAN (27) I WBaire 4 11 5 -.PHeiteyO) 

13 60- MISS MOUSE £20) K Cornartod 5 n 0 — M Ranger 

- 13 doctored - 

SETTING: 8-5 Colour Code, 5-1 Farrars, ll-aSAartei Hare* 7-1 Tara-Bro- 
gan, 8-1 Donnytaeak, 12-1 CaauafCnL 16-1 Another Pfcaa.20-1 atm 


II nnl BRUCE & JOE CARR NOVICE HANOI- 
l,UU l CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,400 3m If 

1 3064=1 BASSBWAUy[34){CD)MsPSly71tH . ..WMaraton 

2 424U-1 EASY BREEZY (10) C Mam 7 it 9 J Magee (3) 

3 342-32 PEARL'S CHOICE (11) JMeComocfie 9 H6 -2nd pud 

« 34F-24 BE BRAVE (B) T Bhongni 7 11 2 0 Parker 

5 50200 LAHKS HILL (20) J FitzGerald 6 11 2 ~.J Supple 

6 0033 SWERIC (15) S Bel 7 011 Mpnf 

7 -MLST DANDY DES PLAUTS (16) Mrs? SmC:6 O B .GFRyar (5) 

B 1/P3-1 MARKET GOSSIP Cl) (D)RAtw 7 13 5 ..Hr J Tbzard (50 
9 P0233- RECORD LOVB) (284) M Otapman 7 100 - WYtatttngton 
B 066FP/ ASK FOR BARNEY (807) B Ftatfwel 8 10 0. WDwan 

-10 declared - 

MWmum wgftfc IOsl True tunOcsp weight As* Fcr Barney 9sr &b. 
BETTING: 9-4 BaasenhaBy, 3-1 Merkel Gossip, 9-2 Pearl's Choice. 7-1 
Easy Breezy. 8-1 Be Brave, 12-1 Streric. Record Lover, 13-1 nthare 


O OC ROSELAND KILVINGTON HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £6,500 2m 3f 110yds 

1 23441 DANA POMT (13) (D) Us S Sm&b 5 h 12 GFRyanp) 

2 0P-RS3 UARCHANT MING (11) 5117 -H 

3 50-3P LETS BE FRANK (31) (D)N Chance Bn 1 _ D Rnoagan (7) 

4 103/42 NEUBQRHY (IQ Me P9y8 t)Q.- WMaraton 

5 1F231/ DOCSD&BMAA(77iqDShwraiOO OPsara 

6 212VS3 DOWN TIE WHO f43) (O M Otapron 4 O 0— W Wbrttsnghm 

-Bdactarad- 

Mnimren nelght: 10st True handicap might: NeBBgrfy Bst 9£b. Docs 
Ofemms SW Ob. Down The ftrrf 9S S&. 

BETTING: 2-1 Dane Point, 3-1 Marehant Mng, Lett Be Ranh, 9-2 NeL 
tagrt* 7-1 Donri The YkrtL 1M DoesDienana. 


lO nc DUCKWORTH FREELANDER NOVICE 
^___l CHASE (CLASS 0} £5^00 2m If 110yds 

1 534F4 CHKKA(2^CSntti810l2 MRangar 

2 348450 JOHN TUFTY (IS) J Items 8 OB. JRyan 

3 330405 NON VINTAGE (1^ (CD) M Chapman 8DO If Worthington 

4 62322 TEJANO GOLD (15) (D) P BnxSay 7 10 12 .. WMsston 

-4 dtclmd- 

BETTING: 4-5 TeJanoGofeL 5-2 Non Vintago, 9-2 Cheetai. 10-1 John Tutty 


1 orrl CLUGSTON UNCOLNSHIRE NATION- 
l,JJ l AL (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS C) 
£13,000 added 4m If 

1 frUSlP HELWALK (25) R Orta h 1110 J Magee (3) 

2 5®-6 PHCESHILL(20)(BF)KBaieyl)ll3 PHerfey(3) 

3 543425 MASTHt BOSTON (2QH Woodlouse 9 VH .WDmn 

4 14-F42 CATS RUN p7) (C) J Upson 9 0 11 -. WMaraton 

5 60330 CTARBUVYSTHSTpS) WKeraS tQQ. „ D Fraegwi (7) B 

6 OStt- CH0DWEN (322) T Greathead 7 B 0 . WWolfalnglon 

7 4LP-0H WOODLANDS GENH1HE (42) P PnthgnJ O t) 0 .D Rskar B 

-7 declared - 


lo act RON LANE NOVICE CLAIMING HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £2,200 2m If 110yds 

1 P-B5Z3 CARROLLS ROCK (B)C Mare 6 R8~ JMageep) 

2 4 SHARK (43) KMogot 411 3 Mr K R (TRyan (7) 

3 4 SHARP EMBRACE (45) KComertod4 113 - S Ryan (5) 

4 364-3 SALIYS TWINS (41) N Qwica 4 11 1 DFfcnegan(7) 

5 CPPfi AWESOME VBilURE(FB)MChapnrei 7 T1 0..WWorthbiglQn 

6 3 GU1TS GAMBLE (IfqjWartan 4 0 Tt WMaraton 

7 40 LORD HASTTE (USA) (13) N Trt*r 8 TO T1 .OPeare 

8 4 FORGET FARR (14) BUfMel 4 09 JVCurrie(7l 

9 5 LADY SILK (22) Mbs J CrazB 6 10 9 5 Webster 

VI -53341 BAHBt(USA)(ia)Saatk81ia..- JlmRCfarklS) 

IT 00 KAWTONIC (17) Ms L Jaml 4 W 5 RSJudhokna (7) 

12 iBO STEAM ON (17) (D) Ms L Jewel 6 fi 5 - ■ . PHanhryp) 
G 5 jmBEVHH3(18)aa«n5 DO- - - 0 Parker 

WPPU-PP REGAL JEST (49) B Mmay 7 O 0 WDwan 

-14dedared- 

BETTTNG: M Sal^a TWra, 3-1 SwK 5-1 Carroto Reck; Baher, «-i Lort 
Haste, 12-1 Guy 1 * Gamble, Lady SHk, Staere On, 20-1 ottwre 


HEREFORD 


HYPERION 

12.35 The Village Way 1.05 Bold Romeo 1.35 
St MeUton Leisure 2.05 Wayfarers Way 2415 The 
Brewer 3J5 Spearhead Again 3S5 Distant Storm 


GOING: Good to Soft 

• Right-hand course with JOOyd run-n. 

• Course is N ol city on A4& ADMISSION; Ctub Ci3; T&tareals 
EW. course enefcrare C5 CAR PARK: Ree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 34-99 (343%). N Twiston-Daviaa 
26-96 (271%). N Henderson u-30 (467%) p Hobbs u-es (22£%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J R Kavanegh 0-57 |17S%1 C Maude 9- 
48 088%). N WH Ramson S-S4 (14 S%). S Wynna 5-49 (102“.). 

• FAVOURITES: 205-520 l2£»4%L 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Storm Point £351(v«*edL Over The 
WreMn 1305] 


In ae TOTE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 

1 10-61 WAYFARERS WRY (15) (O N HandErtnn 6 h YL J R Kavznogh 

3 3©VP RAPHAH. BODINE (55) Ms& V Wfera B 11 1) SMcfMU 

3 033ZU- SUPER RTTCHART P04) BPttng9 h 4 D J Uoffatt 

4 U2F3-0 PURBECK CAVALIER (29) RAherB HP MrJDKmra(7) 

5 P66F« BOLD ACRE (IQ) (d J M Bradey 7 0 11 „XAbpuru(5)B 

6 20-341 WINNOW (IS) (D) Mss H Knigra 7 D 4 . . ...JCUloty 

7 40CP6 TIE CROOKED OAK (22) N Tinsan-Oanes 5 O 1 . TJenka 
B 00-492 SEHSE OF VAUIE (21) J Smth 0 ffl 0 . . Mr 0 McPItal (7) 

9 533131 CANT SAY (6) J M Biaday 5 00 (7er) _ S Wynne 

X) 43W0 DESERT CALM HTJDMcCanS 10 0 .. . VSWaryB 

-10 declared - 

Mnwnumr lOst TwawEUBte-GmY Say 9a 6B), Dea:C*in9a06 
BETTING: 7-4 Wayfarere Way. 5-1 Winnow, Cant Say, 8-1 BoM Acre. 10-1 
Purtteck CawaBer, Sense 01 Value, 12-1 Raphael Bodne, 1«-1 othsre 


(o qc GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DIV I) £3,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 
C3 THE FULL &KWTY (2S) C 5.-D3W511 5. . . SMcNeB 

422-35 BUILD BT BOY (8) 3 BiOChShM 7 10 E S Wyme 

OP: CRADLERS (1406) ELJamasSW C MBenypi 

0060 GALLANT TAFFY p3) Ms Llltaraon 5 012 . — 

0 GO BOTANHIA (17) F Jordan 4 012...- OByme 

00&F JUSTJIM(21)Ttet«v 5 01£ - 

P4 LIATHACH (13) D Them 6 O 12 JCutoty 

41-5 HAZH-EO (32) I '.'fikrrz 4 to t2 . _ -E Husband (3) 

0 NUNS TOY BOY (18) JM Sradey 5 OC . XAtapuruffl 
DC56 PERFtKLAflK (5TS) P &a»ncn 7 Y) 12- - C Hogan P) 
066 SARAS DELIGHT (38) DNchofeDn 5 10 B. Mr 0 MePfBfl (7) 


12 £0-346 SHORE PARTY (27) N TaiMavDanes S 13 12 


00- WESTERN SUN (237) JR Hughes 70 12 . LCumlna(5) 


K OCO-C OUTRAGEOUS AFFAIR (50) A James 5 07 .. Gary lycra 


15 0- OYSTER DELIGHT (272) D Carey G V 7- Mb* E J Jonas (7) 

6 O RISKY ROSE (F160) Graeme fioe 5 t)T . DJUodan 

- 16 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Shore Party. 3-1 Saras DaSgtrt, 7-2 The Fell Monty, 5-1 
Bulkier Boy. 8-1 Go Britannia. 12-1 Haatea. 25-1 other* 


n oc HUGHES CATERERS HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £4,000 2m 31 110yds 

1 B0560- UTTLE GUNPCR (314) M Seppard 7 It E Mr JM Pritchard 

2 4tr VALlANT(eog)TForWr6T19 S Wynne 

3 02121- SNONSMLLSHAKB1 (E31) N TteOnClauito 3 JIB TJenka 

4 3-3111 Tffi BREWER (52) |CD) J Tu» 5 Tit - -2nd PrWerance 

5 2WC U0RDMTnOGEN(10)(DBF)6UHdyn7tl0-MrJLLJHMyn 

6 -23314 HIGH LOW (118 1 Janes 9 10 D._ -- -JfiisEj Jones (7) 

7 111-22 CARAC0L (io) (CO) (BF) J Neuda 8 0 7 — JRKaaiagh 
B -00141 SECRET GIFT (16) Mis J Pitman 4 10 6 . . GHogan(3)B 

9 2Pi 65 STORM TIGER (10) S Meta 6* T - — CWebb(5) 

O 20606 UME STREET BLUES (9) T<<eckN 6O0_ _2ndpmf 
H 0006P- WHTEBONNET p24)CJ**ssn 7 10 0. -UteaS Jackson B 
E P-S55P UUMGBROOK(S)(D)JMBreMy5CG . XAJqamiG) 
G P3013- ONE MORE DWE (21 5) JR Hughes 7 GO LCummtor5) 
v OOP? STTOHMPOINTt20)HHo™913 0- . _G ShnWai (7) V 

-14 declared - 

Mmrnm tOst Tiue weghfs Lam Sente Hues 9a :I2>. Wha te we Ssr 
7SS, MSng flux* aa 610. One More Daw Ba 2tt Sam Pclt ire 

BETTING: 5-2 S«nR Cm. 9-2 SnawMiO ShaMr, 11-2 Stem TJger, 6-1 
Lord wtrpgen, IK Caracal. 7-1 High Low, 10-1 Ward. 14-1 others 


GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DIV II) £3,000 added Zm 3T 110yds 


... . SMcHafl 
.. Gaq/ Lyons 
.. TJortts 
E Husband (3) 


1 BAU05(F522))VGMTuner4 »15 ...JCdMy 

2 F5 DRAMA KING (6) 6 Llewelyn S T> G Mr J L UmeOyil 

3 RGhTWG TIMES (fiO) C Smlti SBC .V Battery 

J 40 nraiMMCEpO)C&a*s5til2_ SMcHefl 

5 C500 HENRY TW50R (104) A Janes 5 012 . ... Gxy Lyons 

e P-5 JOUO (IS) Y7 Jerts 5 10 12 TJortts 

■ 00 LATCHFOTO (21) l ‘.Vtans 5 10 12 . . E Husband (3) 

S 0 MR LAMBRS6 (9) Mi^ L lYtamsan 5 2) 12 — 

9 50 MGELLO (20) R Alier 5 0 12 MrJDMoora(7) 

13 UOEO SEVERN REEF (22) J M &aiey6 CC GuyUwte(3) 

T1 SHAffii PROGRESS (FK) A Pjores 4 t)t! XAtpera(S) 

12 M SBNER GULL (30) H Hcue E 13 1£ GShreldnm 

O 2K£- THE VU-AGE WAY (219) (EF) FAss V Y.lwnGS D 12 _S Wyroa 
« BUOS OF MAY N rtsjis 7 7 . _. . JRKavanagh 

5 F.X RJRESTROSECBnyShrcisriTDr .. GHqqsapj 
£ N50 TARA GALE (2S) J Nf.-JbS ti7 J. Cnrarabia (5) 

-I6dedared- 

EETTMG.' 7-4 Ftanatirie8,1 5-8 The VBagaWteK^lTOre GMe, 16-1 FlgM- 
Ing Hines. Sharp Progieti 20-1 Uddriind. 25-1 ethers 


Inncl PLUM PUDDING NOVICE CHASE 
l J,ug l (CLASS E) £4,500 added 3m if 110yds 

1 56410 BAUJD0UGAN(B)(P)fltfa3ww9H5 JCotayV 

2 DPfrO SPEARHBUJ AGAIN (55) pnussVVYSsraS r.5 -SKe*y(7) 

3 .OUl-P STRAY HARMONY (11) R&rflh 7110 G Hogatl (3) 

i iVS-i BAGALNO (22) T Parte: 7 Q c _ S Wynne 

£ /set- FRST HARVEST (272) CSemrc JOB 3 UrPHanfy 

6 3630-3 FraODIEIWCK(l0q(BF)NT«!r-*wes7«i2 TJtm 

7 CGSZ FROWN (2SB) P Boren MIC J R Kaanagh 

6 P-PPF5 JEHARO(IS) V/Jenks6 50B - -- . Gary Lyon 

9 UW£P ORPHAN SPA WGlJeCojiBO ST - DJBOBan 
13 P-PP-P CWBTTHEWRB0N(21) JHHupiesO t)a±Cat»ini(5)B 

It 53«>5 COUNTRY STORE PH A PAlfBS 5^7 S McNeil 

12 .■?«-» H0PPSWANTE(Sf)TGecrff7O7 . JlrOMcPhaJp) 

-iSdedared- 

8ETT1NG. 7-4 Fradda Muck, 7-2 Spearhssd Agati 5-1 Bagaino, 8-1 Hcp- 
pantede. 10-1 BMydaugaa 12-1 Firs Harvest Canary Store, tfri uthen: 


ppacl MINCE PIE SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
> *°°l DLE (CLASS G) £2,400 added 3m 2f 

1 4uS4h 5 £TARPERFORSffiTfl371(BF)rjQrBan6120 R Hodges 17) 
1 2IP2FP ST MELL10N L35UHE (15) N hawko 5 It 0 LQjmnWB(5) 

3 33500 WEATHBT WtSE(4)(BF)lVuMldrrer5t!U .J H Kavarngh 

4 -3J35P VIA DEL CUATRO (17) j MiifctJ £ Q 0 -- -JCdtoty 

5 443534 JUST FOR A REASON (3<) R Ju*k 5 BO MrOMcFhMIp) 

6 WHIP PORTOLANO(FR){ii)5=aunhBOO. . Gary Lyons 

7 00C5P- GaffiNNNGlffiBHP Jones ECO ....SMeNeflB 

E DPOP-O THEOffi=SEBARON(11)3F/letoeOO C1W*(5) 

-Bdadied- 

Afrnrrum weight rca Tif teai.'cj? eeflfts JuxfcrA Reason Ssr #h 
ftvtofenoSsf 6*. Green fimg te The Cheese BannSH 4® 

BETTWG: 3- 1 Vb Del Outera, 7^ Just For A Reeson . 4-i Weather Wbe, 
9-2 Sar Puftaimec 5-1 St Keffion Leisure. 12-1 Green Khg. 14-1 others 


\n *5c| BLANDFORD BETTING NOVICE HAND* 
lr™.l ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3300 2m If 

1 222305 SAD BERTTSCH (43) (BF) Gnero F£e £ " C . DJKcGaS 

2 PhC2 D6TANT STORM 19) (0)5 Llewelyn 4 “3. Mr JLUmwBynB 

3 634) RUMPELSTUJSKIN (43) H Hose 5 tl 1 .GShenUn(7) 

i 22449 UARGI BOO (8) M Sappard 4 C 73 i7e>; MrOMcPtaip) 

5 -0263? OG(fTTaLTOM(23)HHayne5 7iGlI .. 2ndpt!B 

6 06-453 BLAZE OF SONG (20) 3 VYrde 5 U G! GaryLyona 

f J3BG0- POT BLACKBIRD (270) fl Etahersr a B 6 -JCdWy 

6 FP03' COUE ON RISK ME (660) D ttCar E r 5 T Jacks 

9 300*6 DOYETTO (IB) AE Press CJ . - . S Wynm 

O 5F0F-1 S7UDIO THIRTY (10) (qRDe»rt 5?);- .. J(Aiepum{5) 

n t'OPFr- MR GOOWaiY (30S) r Joian7lC2 BCtekAd) 

12 4R0M LAOYROSfflURY(371RJPrcer«') . -EHrat»nri(3) 

Mrvmumire^i: toe True nanat a p LacV fiesaa^r, Ssrra 

BETTING: 3-1 Distant Stone, 7-2 Blaza Of Song. Studio TTtkty. 5-1 Margl 
Bed. 7-1 DoueBa, 10-1 Bad Bench, 20-i B uu i pMi ltt sia ivaS-l Share 


hnlh his slam (Ins season (One 
Man has done llic same). 

The fellow- grv> hjissiL-p[vd 

up a shelf in pcrlnrmuncc this 
campaign wiih facile w.ins at 
Haydix'k and in Ihc Hennessy 
Gold Cup. Yet he comes in l his 
race almost as an nlicrihotighi 
as Sunbury is eiinsidcred by his 
connceiions 10 he ihe domain 
of One Man. 

If there is a temptation in 
tack Suny Bay over the next lew- 
days il should he for ihe Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup. If he tails in 
the King George there will he 
legitimate excuse in the con- 
figuration of the track and his 
price will barely alter, hut 
should he win there will in- 
evitably be an immediate anil 
significant contraction lor the 
Festival. The Tole are largest al 
6-1 for the Blue Riband. 

The enmposil h m 1 ■! the King 
George field is as vet imprecise, 
even though nine runners were 
declared yesterday It it rains sig- 
nificantly. as the forecasters 
lell us ii might, then both Rough 
Quest and See More business 
will start but Sennr El Ueirulli 
will be removed from consid- 
eration. In any ease, ihe Sennr 
may find the distance tin» great. 

Rough Quest, last year’s 
Grand National winner, worked 
quite beautifully on Terry 
Casey’s gallops on Monday and 











»' .r. r>... .’U ^.7 XYUnbr; 


photograph: juBan-H 


Imiks ji nkv piiw al h-l wilh hones: display is almost a,- ingany^I^g^osofh 

Coral and William Hill t« • reach sured. he is not at his perkiest yet the image of P that this is also the p - :ypr 

ihs-lramL-.Iiiin.a' U'ink is^un- SSn veSon ot Janua.y w hich is branded m 

marku. aJ Ishik-'anoihar ispn^hlynotathfebanongo- 1996. is too powerfal to ignore, of the grey’s cnuca. -g--. 


SEDGEFIELD 


HYPERION 

1.00 Kakashda 1.30 Dark Oak 2.00 Executive 
Design 2.30 Marble Man 3.00 Stylish Inter- 
val 3.30 Durano 


i txt. •- EXECUTIVE DESIGN (43) Mrs V Rmetey 5«B .. NSmrtfa 

? BF04 JILLS JOY (17) A SinwM 6 012 -_ ~_ TH 7 

v F t34 RIVER CHAUBtGE (20) J Upson 6 OT2 -RSu«fc 

n -irw.' SILLARS STALKER (678) (CO) Ifrs A SwrtMrtr 9 0 12 

_ Mr C WSrwn 

t OPT 3 STAGE FHKJHT (21) F Mmpny 8 T) 12 ...E CNBgtwi 

C P62J6 THE BIRO O'DONNELL (28) IWs A Nau^Wan It O 

. .. HrTJBsny (7) 

-13 teetered- 


HUNTINGDON 


.V- -7 


HYPERION 

1 2^0 The Tbteeach 1 JO Gwethaon 1^0 Ernest WDIam 2J» 

Learie Z30 Edmond 3-00 Fenwick's Brother 3.30 Su 


GOING: Good to Soli 

• Left-Hand. uncMat^g co-jrs-s Ea»v si"d fc |n -3 ri ^. F ' 

• Course w nn SE ol io*n n^3» (kirc>r.'»* o! A6P:* ana *r: AD- 
MISSION: Paddock C9 iOAPs i4, Cwm L. c*R PARK: Pad- 
dock £2. real (roe. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revatey 67 ; J Howard 

Jotnaon 20-SI (C4%i G M Moore »?■ ft* rt'ffM J Wade 5- Si Ww 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 52-r> OO'"-. L Wyer Z2 107 
(2QB%1 N SmHh M-89 H5.7%| T Reed n 75-«iM 

• FAVOURITES: 222-581 (332°-) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Allcal hOCb Mis* Colette d-?0i 
Cadaaux Premiere (20) Uk Hygiene CJJ 1 


- IJBKWtOI- 

BETTING: evens Executive Design. 5-1 Clipped Old, 8-1 RhrerClMflengB, 
7-1 Suge FngM. 14-1 Cadeaux Pranrtere, Caste Rad 20-1 ettm 


o on I RENT ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 110yds 


rT ' rTn n red onion novice hurdle (class 

l,w l E) £3,000 added 3m 3f 1 10yds 

1 02-221 BIRKDALE (16) l u/ijo * n i RSoppte 

2 /231-1 FOR CATHAL (27) Ws M nfvetey 6 n * NSmBh 

3 0OT3 MILL-OOT |17) F Mjrtatfi ?. ii 5 C McCormack (5) 

4 34P-W AUCAT (3S| J Cats 6DC MrSSwimB 

5 2B/F-P FOREVER SHY (til Ws k Larfc 9 O C «*saSLamb(7) 

8 02 KAKASHDA (9) J Howto Johnson 6 0 t? ECaflaghan 

7 P3P- SILLY PET (243J 0 Pogsori 7 1C C DBenttey 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING: 5-4 For Cated. 11-8 Bhkdate, 7-1 MH-DoLB-l Kakaslkte.25-1 
Sffiy Pet, 33-1 others 


i ;*r2ii THBBMYUFE(i23)(D)ttssM^an8nt).ECalaghan 

- ).^.U MARBLE MAN (34) (D) M ftei 7 n 6 - .DBertlay 

S '' ■■j-14 VAL DE RAMA (17) (CDI D Smth 6 n 1 . ..RSappb 

4 50-0 SHAHGRAM (48) IQ JHuttax*9lO0 BGrattSi (5) 

5 2W125 JOUPETE (10) (CD) N Mason 5 B 7 _.L O’Hara 

f P«>36S- POTATO MAN (300) 6 Efccn n B 3 - C McCormack (5) 

7 1125-1 KU-DflUIMJY CASTLE (15) (D) J FtaGwald 5 O 0 _F Leahy (fl 

n 3P46C UK HYGIENE (10) (D) M Hanrnond 7 00 .N Harrecte (7) B 
) -P53P6 SHULTAN (23) J itotte S 10 0 _-K Johnson 

-9 dectored - 

Uk-nmum weight rost True hantow weagta. TMrumny Caste flat 11B>. 
ijt 9B H». SMW) «a 7» 

BETTING: 5-2 TWa b My LBe. 7-2 KUremmy Caste, 5-1 VM Do Rrena, 
11-2 Martite Man, 7-1 Xalpete. Uk Hygiene, ID-1 9ahgrara, 20-1 ottwre 


GOING: Good # (Sght-Wd. levs! couibb. Run-n 200yda ; _ t ~. - . .. 

0 Corse is at junction cri Al end AB04 ADMISSION: Members £12; Ftegdodt ! 
Co^seSA CAR PARK: Ptartc area Cl; rest free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Bailey 23-69 (333%). J GHfbrd 16-72 (2 22%t tTHubiu 

13-61 (2L2Bi). N Henderaon H-38 (289%). - -.-I' - ' 

# LEADING JOCKEYS: N WHItamaon 15-70 C2W%L M Breniwm 7-SI (tSTYf^JAk 

earthy 6^38 r&8%). R Thornton 5-15 (3as%y ,'i 

« FAVOURITES: 2T1 wms in 489 races (431%). 

BUNKERED HBST71ME: Physical FUn (23Cft. " 


l -lb ~ on l CHRISTMAS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) (DHPR E4^|j 
3___J added 2ni 4f 110yds ] 


212-11 THETOIEEACH (17) (CO) J FaMnn 8 11 5 R Thornton 

3831 -P GBUMS WAGER (38)(D)M Oartpon 7«0 cMMfMiaL , 

2/823- DOMINOS HING (322) 1*3 H Wallon 8 D 12 MrAVWton'. 

&3Fn HARLEQUIN CHORUS (15) Mra J Riman 7 10 12 -d-Dlartf, 


0MY HERffiSBYMGHTpD18)MsjHKrlE^8t)12 .O-JFTMayt 


KEN BRIGHT STILL GOING AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 3f 


1 06-3P RUSSIAN CASTLE (15) (CD) JWxteStt n 

2 5«UP«1 DARK OAMZ3JIQ JCtflf* 

3 «P« TIUY (8) A Streeter 7 H 3 

i Pr:-UP ANOTTEH VBflURE (16) = tAiptiv 7 U i 

5 3P»F RYE CROSSING (16) (C) T Easffirty 70 0 

6 U32-84 FBWLEADBT(23)IBF)CGrem7i06 

7 &02k 3 SIRHT1C (15) S Bel 7 19 2 

B 4UB32/ KIBBY BANK (721) J Hcwaid Johnscn 6 D 2 
9 -53UUF OLE OLE (17) (C) Mrj E Mosotp ti ® 0 


N SmXti 
MrSSwnre 
TElev V 
ECaOaglwn 
f Leahy (3) B 
Mra 5 Grant 
. K Johnson 
-A Supple 
M Newton (7) V 


O 52406 MtSS COLETTE (18) (CO) Ms DThanscn 9 3) 0 L O'Hara B 
11 a42£F TTJDOR FBLOW (17) J Wade 6 TO 0 C McComw* (5) 

-11 declared - 

Kkwnum weight: Hht True hantcap wetgte. 01? Ote TiiMIfesCo- 
WBSstSW. Todbr FaSmv 9a SSj 

BETTING: 3-1 Daik Oak, 7-2 Fern Leader. 4-1 Tudor Fekiw. SI Sxenc, 
10-1 T8ty. Another Ventee. 12-1 Rye Crosakig. Ktedy Bank, i4-i others 


|o nn l UNION HALL SIENNA STUD HANDICAP 
°' UU I HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 5f 110yds 

1 000-1 TOSHIBA TALK (16) (CD) B Bfcson SU O.C McConnac* (5) 

2 16-Sn WNDA GROOVY <17) (CO) I Part B H Tt — N Sneth B 

3 F-46W BRANCHS! (t I) J Turner 6 tltt- ... — .R Supple 

4 BTTHAN (9 ) B Ro onrel 7 tl 4 (7ei) MrHHete 

5 531-33 STYLISH INTBWAL (38) (C)(0) DStn*l 5 112 .JFLcotiyp) 

6 21&B TOPOTHBIOHTHRACING (29) (CD) P Beaumont 7 ti 2 

BWton<9 

7 2FF-3P AMAZING SAIL (23) (CO) Mss MIAgan 4111 -.-DBetXlay 

8 Q22» KTTT0CHSDElAD(59q(CZ))M9ASwrtBfr7O5J}WUib(7) 

8 <UP10 SPWMGC«JHSHCO)CPog9or\7t)0 .T Hogg (7) 

0 0006 DtSSINGTON HUES (23) W McKeown 3 00 K Johnson 

n 0-550 SHELTON ABBEY (98) (CD) J Vtete 11 ID 0. E Cdagtian B 

12 6-3406 BARNSTORMER (18) EEfaUT1 100 M H Nmighton (5) B 

- 12 declared - 

Mhmunwe^ »0st TntehanMxpwel^SbangimTmasattakShiS- 
Kn Attoey 9» 5». flamcfcrmar 9sf Ob 

BETTTNG: 3-1 Klnda Qroovy, 4-1 TteWha TMk. Bkran, 7-1 Brancfw, 8-1 
Tbpathenofttiracfcig, Amazing SiB. 10-1 Dtaeington Ten as, 12-1 ottten 


6 3PM5 BKH CHAMPION P2) A Carrol 5 -DC— M JSSr- 

7 FPP-3P kHNOR KEY (1^ J Jrrtots 7 U 12 

8 0003,2 MU9C THBTAPY (30) T Fordir 7 W 'S. -JAMcCiilW 

9 KM 5 ffiSWGMAN (31) jG4tai!610B i-.LAojtelW; 

O orea STFA10HT ON (1^ MsDHarw6t5i2 ...»Bcha«IBtenn«rP) 

-lOdedarad- .. • 

BETTING: 94 Hsrteqcfn Chofua, SB -The ’Botoeech, 11-2 StnrfgW On, 8-1 Huelc TTierapy, 1(MV 
Gnmet Waget 14-1 Domlnoe Ring. He Fltea By Night, Inch Chemptore Mtaor Ke% RtetogMan^ 


I T Vih l CHRISTMAS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) (DIV (W 
l ,uu £4,075 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 423- 1 MARIUS (29) J Grffcrd 7 71 5.. .. . L.^L Aipefl p| ' 

2 FPBPO BALUM1CHAEL (38) G BAfng 3 D C,. BCBtonJ- 

3 RMS- BRIDGE BO (285) K F Ctettertauck S 0 12 I limn;. 

4 04-222 EJRE5PRAY(23)<BF)ttsSSn*iB10E R Wanton £5); 

5 50 EXPANSIVE RUNfCR (USA) (27) A HHarwy 5 1QC. . -X-LAUcC*fty f 

6 73233- GAJETHSON (284) (BF) Ita H KnfgH 8 tt> 12 4FHM 

7 3-123 OCCOLD (25) (BF) G Hiirbaid 8 0 12. Mchael Bnnre pj- 

8 0031-3 SELATAN (28) P) DGdrdrtfc 5 10 12 ..JVflUmk- 

9 1- SHADfiACH (272) (D) Ma H Mct*?y 6 1) C WIcMn!) 

ti 144230 SUMM9) vnXA (49) K IMrgove 5 tl 7 Jl Meeaqr 69 B 

- iQdecterad - 

BETTING: M Marhie, GaraOwm, OcooU, Sludrach, S-1 Breepray. SeMan, 10-1 Battyntehael, 
Bridge End. 16-1 others 


n nnl DURHAM INNS LTD. NOVICE CHASE 
^■ UU I (CLASS E) £4,100 added 2m 5f 

1 4P-1P1 CHIPPED OUT (16) (CD) M ’fatixte 7 H G C McComa* p) 

2 6-U ARACHE RAIDER 0«) F Mi4pPyE DC . L O’Hara 

3 51.-503 CADEAUXPHHHB!Efl)DSirah6 012„ F Leahy (3) B 

4 3FOOTJ CALLBW0Y(25JDUBi*7t)i2. . -J Burial 

5 2-U346 CASTLE RHJ (57) (BF) J Wade 6 D C .K Johnson 

8 232F3- CROWDS) HOUSE (F246) B Efison 9 D 12 Mr H Hate 

7 2032/ DAVlirS WAY (827) M M B X) t2-- . _. DBenttey 


| q on) H ALLGARTH MANOR HOTEL HAND1- 
J ‘ JU 1 CAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m If 

1 0-RJ55 DURANO (89 TEasMrt^BttO JIHomx*s(7) 

? -33031 QUANGO (5) (D) J FttzGaald 5 tl C FLeatiy (3) 

3 -2TT34 FATEHALKHAR (48) (CD) B Sean 5 Tl 5 _C McCormack (5) 

4 4311-0 KIRSTENBOSCH (111 (D) L Lungs tt 0 13 CDunne(7) 

5 ®-43 DIAMOND BEACH (8) GM Moore 4 012 ECalaflhan 

6 16/062 GBJERAL’S0RDB!S(U)(CD}JTum«6na. ..RSuppie 

7 -4R304 NOCATCHM (23) (CD) K Kagan 8 0 0 6 Grattan (5) V 

8 506505 RUBELAW (11) Ms K Lanta 5 00 — .IBsaS Larab(7) 

-8 doctored - 

Urtmum netghn lOn True handicap weights: GernraTe Odws 9St r2ft>. 
NocafcMn 9s 7Bj, RuMtow 7sf IIS 

BETTING: 3-1 Quango, 7-* fttehalMwIr, 4-1 Dtenond Beach, 9-2 Du- 
rano, 5-1 Gwrafa Qnlara. 10-1 Kbxtortigedv Nocachkn, 33-1 Rublstew 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


HYPERION 

1.15 Napier Star 1.40 Riylk 2.15 Frolicking 
2.45 Elite Hope 3.15 Democrat 3.50 Rex Mun- 
dl 4.20 Genuine John 4.50 Chadlelgh Lane 


6 660035 CORNICHE DIEJT (27) (D) M Damon 4 8 C -A Eddety (7) 6 

7 000020 DSliy (8){D)(BF) RMdn4B3 PMundy(7)5 

B 00335 fWER ENSIGN (22) (D) WMBreboume 4 7 tl JQum7 

-Bdectsrad- 

Mnmm weight 7a iBb. True hentfeep weight Hirer Enagn ,’a ». 
BETTING: 3-1 Eastern Prophets. 5-1 EBte Hope, 11-2 Ratten Sympho- 
ny, 7-1 Redoubtable. Comfcta Quest, 8-1 River Ensign, 10-1 others 


1 on I CHRISTMAS HANDICAP HURDLE 
added 2m 5f 110yds 

t 61- RING FOR ROSE (244) T Foster uhtl 

2 Mm THE BREWER (52) J Tuck 5 n 9 

3 CBM-R NOflTHBTN STAR (15) (CD) Mtes J Vtomal 6 11 5_ 

4 63262 MSS BRECKNHX (n) Ms J Pitman 8 tl 1 

5 23P.F4 BARay BLACK (17) N Babbage 9 T10 

6 656W IODERWMIp«)MraCHtJ«5tn3 

7 F4501 ERNESTWILUAM (11) G Hubbard 5 OjO{7®)__ 
B 33444) MASTER DANCER (22) (DJWssC Dyson OD 9. _ 

9 -0263P OONT TELL TQM (23) H Haynes 7 TO 8 

« 35400 WANSTEAD (11) J JenkkB 5 06 

h 20606 UME STRST BUJES (9) T Keddy 6 1) 5 

C 33P-4R CAMBO (ISA) (3) (D) M Ba*s n B4_ 

G 04225 SLIGHTLY SPECIAL (41) □ Thom 5 103 

M 34«- HIAUEN (4771(0 Mra LJwel 9 1)0 

-14 doctored - 

"wrm an worght TOst True handcap weight EmaBen fla 51b. 
BETTING: 1M The Brewer, 6-1 Ring For Rosie, Ernest WHam, 7-1 
Don t TM Tore, Ume Street Blues, SflgMy Special. 14-1 othm 


(CLASS;FJ£2^75‘ 


' — i — XLJFTVtay' 

— L—R Balmy 

— ...^./fl'niordon 

^ i^-JDUtohy 

M K i ig btorp)r 

: .tAspsBP) 

_^J«cMbI Eteansn 

4.1 — ^JSsaC Dyson 

>-JAMcCEJSiyB 

i JCfflonlY 

J Q ddstota (7) 


— JT Massey $. 
...W McFarland V 


Cntbo,8-1UiatBrackne8j 


BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,075 added 3m 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: iresxle. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: rtgft from 6f to 1m 4t 

• FttxBaand, left-hand, oval course 

• Course « N or town on AC49 Wotverhampton station tm AD- 
MISSION: ClUb D5: Tattoraals E6 lOAP membera of Oomond 
Ctub E4); Vrewng Restaurant £2530 rdudrg entrance and meal 
CAR PARK: Iwe. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: R HoIBnsheed — 60 unnnera from 586 
rumen ®vea a success ratio of 102”.: M Johnston 53 from 238 
1225%); J Brary 43 from 301 |VL3%): P Evans Jl from 334 (96%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quinn 25 wns frorr 394 rider, gmra a 
success ratio of 63%: F Lynch 34 from 242 199%). A dark 23 
from 203 (T13%I: D WrtgW 23 from 252 (91M 

• FAVOURITES: 403 m L346 races (3Z3%1 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Head Gardener insoredL Rod Phan- 
tom rasoj. Muara Bay U20). Orange Place [vEwredl (4501 


HAGUE FASTENERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £7,325 added 1m 100yds 


1 006W1 LIONIZE 122) (DJ Ml J Ceci 4 9 n WRyan4B 

2 36TIT1 DEMOCRAT (13) (C) (D) Sr M Prescott 3 93 G0uflMJ7 

3 00005 QUEEN'S PAGEANT (27) J 5oeamq 3 9 2 SDronnoB 

4 420003 SILK ST JOHN (18){D) M Ryan 3 66 A Clark 9 

5 230401 SUAlJACH<S9)(q(D)RHatnste9d4S4 F Lynch g 

6 052041 BENRCO (8) (CD) PAs N Macateey B 94 (Bex) DBga92V 

7 000200 CEE-N-K (14) (D) M Jofrnsttn 38 3 IGranlhanmSB 

6 OTOto THREE ARCH BRIDGE |1fl (D) U JofiwcrtSB 2 

- • N Potent (7) 3 B 

9 023035 ENCHANTING EVE (1B)(C) (D)CAIen 3 7 GMvtki Dwyer 1 
-9 dedared- 

BETTING: 15-8 Democrat 9-2 Uontze. 5-1 STllr Sr John, 13-2 Sualtach, 
8-t Queen's Pageant. Bentteo. 10-1 Cee-N-K. i?-i others 


' GH(S LAD (163) (D) (B^ Us S Sirith OHO .M Rkteadi 

> PPl-34 OCEAN LEADER (31) (IQ (D) MrsDHatne B Tl t) J.--J F TOty 

3 4PH1- SOME DAY SOON (434) M ftadstodi B H 8 R Thorton 

4 3^414 HIGH LEAfl£ (IS) (CD) A H Kantey 7 fl 8 JAMcCtottw' 

\ ^ STAGE PLAY® (217) (D) Mss Cdsoefl OH ILwSS 

6 44-U53 PAVLOVA (10) R Rom 7011 AGarr^m 

7 ORBY YOUNG BALDRIC (IBS) Us J Pferani0 10 9 DLiaby 

6 W-34 KARENASTTNO P) Mrs S Smtti 6 10 2 ..”r WWmoDra' 

9 331-60 WOT NO GW 132) AJ Wh» 8 ton 

O 2-^3 BLACK STAT94ENT (23) J Grind 7 1) 0. . ZT T - 553 S 

ti 30345 RYTON RUN(37)(C)(D)MrsSOdaEttO ... . L’ _ BCHtad 

.. _ -11 declared- 


mere, e-1 Karanatolno. ID-1 Suge Ptayw. Pawtova. 14-1 otoera ■ 


[05) NOV1CE HUI ®^ (CLASS E) E2e» 

1 601 POLO RIDGE f64) 0 Shwni^w, 


rT~Tcl CHRIS MASSEY'S BIRTHDAY HANDI- 
I *■ ,g .J CAP (CLASS E) (DIV I) £4,025 6f 


Q cni TURKEY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
I J,JU I £2,875 added 1m 4f 


I 11 "ri CAP (CLASS E) (DIV 1} £4,025 6f 

1 00003 13UMJD (13) [CDl D Chapin 6 « 0 ACuhawS 

2 TDQOOO DOUBLE-O (13) (CO) A Jarws 39 0. JDuton? 

3 001633 RAMSEY TOPE (7) (CDJCFaetwa 4 9 0 P Roberts (3) 3 V 

4 S3L3M HIKESD(XSLE(24)(CD)G^rltol»tay397 AWhdan(3)tB 

5 360630 NAPIER STAR (8) (C) (D) Mr N Macaiey 4 9 7 . D Biggs 4 V 

6 0£TO VILLAGE NATIYE(IB) (C)(0) KMrmrn 49 2 ACterkSB 

T raW2 W«HIAWT/p5)lD)PHalirtiMfl4 0a .. FLyndifi 
6 200044 RENNYNOLNE (16) (C) A M-jhdnJ 6 7 H . DWHgtu7 
- 6 dedarod - 

BETTING: 3-1 VBageNMrt, 4-1 RBiiaey Hope. 11-2 TeUiW,U-No-Har- 
iy. Rennyhotme. 13-2 Itita's Double, 8-1 Napier Star. 14-1 Double-0 


BREAD SAUCE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4300 added 3Y0 im 100yds 


1 IrtCKD REX MUNCH 120) (CD) PE«W 5 9 12 A McCarthy (7) B V 

2 RED PHANTOM (J37) (C| (D) S Mete 598. MWkfenitB 

3 3&02 PEAHL ANNIVERSARY (J9) (CD) Mss 5 W3kn4 94 

4 53 MOO HEAD GARDENER (Tfl) N Lutmooen 393 V 

5 245403 SKELTON SOVEHSGN (13) (CD) R Hdrehead 3 9 3 

6 M04 SIBOR STAR (239) D anchel 38 0 

7 466000 SWISS COAST (J29) R Jckes 3 S Q ACulhane«V 

8 flOOM BLAZER'S BABY (J39) Mra NMwaiev 3 8 C SDn»w9 

9 OTTO4 SDNEYTHE KIDNEY (181 URyar 3 90 ”, 

HJJ406D6 TABASCOJA7ZP0)BWMhi 388 MTabbUtt7 

- lOdectesd- 

**"*■*■'•* 5- 1 PeertAmtvemry, 
7-1 Hud Gtodonet Ibbssa Jazz, B-T Rod Phantom. 10-1 oowra 


601 POLO RIDGE (64) 0 Shewed 5 n 5 .. wttlcCwhh. 

5 BALLYHAHRY pS) P WnKMrrtfi 7 0 0..... 

55-23 BANNY HILL LAO (20) C Mortock 7 O t? 

*2 SSS ROSE (48) Mra J Pitman 5 V 12 . 

CONttJffl THE KILT (21) J WArts 6 W 12 . 

COTTESMOHE (346) Mrs A E Jryrccn 6 t) 19 ~rix5S?S 

EDMOND (Rl) (30) (BF) T fi^e, b ^ o RTW^rt 

-WmjNCOOL(B)GHi*art6nB... " 


v») (HI (Bf) T Rrsttr b X) 12 

JAVELIN COOL (6) G t-Uftaid 6 Q 12 * -.RltkirtunL 

MONTECOT (ffl) (293) S Mefc, a « O 

RJ^S^PUNP’lAaaArrreeSOC w!**!£Sb 

PURE AIR (6) Mfi C fte 5 D O . ” : 

3 QUITE LIVELY (36) K Batov S -n e 

'Ufil- SPS&mi VIEW (208) Us H Ifcfey ti «7. J."™.". I lI™*MRwSS 
IMG- 5 ., » ■ . - ,fi ftoetated - ;- ^r 


CarasSse. Ss ' ' Z ^ 1Wf * tooteco ‘> M ® 


1 C5-6C0 BLOOD ORANGE (31) G Maureen 9 'j A Dark 2 

2 2 BONGO p!4) C Thgrrajn J 5 IITebbuttl 

2 0QC323 FAYIK (16) A Nenccrrtjf 9 0 . J Chiton 6 

4 66-3 OTHER CUB (31) J Eter 90 . TW«ems4 

5 6C2 AHUYAT(M)JHis8 3 . W Ryan 3 

6 030460 MT1NA (20) HwSntvxi 89. .. FLyndiS 

-6declkred- 

BETTING: 7-4 Ahlryat, 3-1 Faylk. 7-2 Other Clud. 4-i Bongn. 16-1 PM- 
na. 20-1 Blood Orange 


4.20) PARSONS’ NOSE HANDICAP (CLASS 
L_1 — F) (DIV I) £3,300 added 1m If 79yds 

t wrrr HDnuumcrtBiHVin.i.n.. . _ . 9 


12 15l CHRISTMAS PUDDING CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,300 2YO 6t 

1 6OSG0O C0ME(X/T0FrHEF0G(ll1) ^Ffrensi CocB G . SDrorntoS 

2 TREACLE JONES N Truer 013 WRnn3 

3 404G50 FROUCITOG(3S)NLftTwfcn08 SWtilwerthB 

4 C05CCO MGHT AUCTION (4) 2 Fatog 94 TWiBamS 

5 00200 STRAVSEA (102} E Each 6 4 - RUppto7 

6 GH0O3 MaGGKS CO) R Hstoytasa £ 2 - Martin Dwyer S 

7 CO05OO TOUCHANOVA{4)GU»^«or.BO JQutonZ 

B 00 ApFORTUIAIAlWGMT^-e. JUdeCathyma 

i 00 P011YDUUft8)NLrt5rndHiii2 DWi^ei 

-9 declared - 

BETTTN& 1M Fralrttog. M WgM Auctton 1M Trtcle Jones, Str»«a 
Jut For TkB. 8-i ibuefwKhra, 1M PoByduu, IB-1 othera 


1 — 1 aaaea im it 79yds 

J as SSESKSST,* 696 ■ ,SS 

i ^ ss okkeSt! aa^v.7 

9 273115 MUARA BAY (65) (BF) u LPW3 J B C 

o uosrn aipr%ie erftrv. . cd ^ . r A Clark 7 D 


SL D W D,CAP chase iclass fj^rrs 

I 'S? rJJTMecW' 

! S - RTta ^ 

rZS 5?S¥?? , " , Tt ,: 0 J Wlml5O9 TV 


' - rwu (TO1 U L«tj J H c • r-b-H. t n 

” aosw J S;i 

__ , . - 1 1 declared - 

flEni NGcW Muan Bey, M Queens Streter, Ra hh- p. 13 - 

ywds Lady, 7-1 Sckter Cove, CeOna Choice. B-1 FaltodTcfKk 12^1 


! e SBBaSi feaEI 


• .''-.""MuwuinnHahia, 2o-i Atom “-rer 

NH FLAT RACE ( CLftss HJWAW 

2 a SIS^S^WSlNteKfeStU - 


fZcl CHRIS MASSEY’S BIRTHDAY HANDI- 
■Jli! CAP (CLASS E) (DIV II) £4,025 6f 

war. ELITE HOPE (35) (CD) N Trite S OO . .. . WRyani 
F40D n ailAH S VWPHQNV 100) P Bore 1&T1 _AMcCalf»m4V 
OpZSS EASTERN PROPHETS (13) (D) (SF) G Leire 4 9 9 A Clart B 
&-CPD IXJU^GH IffiJ. LAD (!3) (p N Lmrceen 4 9 7 .5Wf*n«l3 
WQQ REDOUBTABLE (B) (D) D Dapiran 69 4 ACuhme2 


4.50 PARSONS' NOSE HANDICAP ICLA<% < 5 
F) (DIV II) £3.300 added Irnl/^dT 

: S « ZE ®ra»(CD)PEv«4 9 n AMcclttwmfu 

0 2030CM ORANGE PLACE (35) BLlwrttir, 6 urn iu)?V yf7,3V 

3 aTEa GUEssrauLTWHmmijS&V^ JWfl ^rn9 v 

4 006120 MERCURY ( 13) B 4 92 94 

5 (WOOD SHE^ A CHACKER|^Mra n Uja*. , a -. - fl 0 ^ ne4 

6 640304 CHADLEK3H LANE (am ID a S Drowre 2 

7 &005I GRL OF MY ‘ 1 OWrigtYTV 

8 60-606 NORTH l*!" 3 ™ 6 

1 ss sss" , «"^« " ijsssss 

v MDOQ GREAT BEAR (65) P Chapm»i 5 7 tn^ 

-lOdedared .Jaunnio 

Uw. 8-1 Principal frt 


i luyuy 

^^ANSTYLE 1^11^5 ,14 nBnf -^ 

JttJLK (ALIS) M Wkreon^Ti 4 

W THE VAN (3211 Mra n c ~ , 0 


SsSSKssi 4 , -■=3=8 

RATAGan M 4 W 4 - JWtod Braian » 

SIS !»ih Pte«Trczrr — - " 


iwtiHlWIIMtiatbrrke - s — 

s . SSSSSSSSSSi -~zz==3S& 

l 

; : 

1 • 0 
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KEMPTON 


12.40 Zarafaska 
1.10 Fiddling The Facts 
1.45 Seranus 


HYPERION 

2220 Sun/ Bay 
2.55 Lake Kariba 

3-25 Friendship 




GOING: Good to Soft “ 

• WghHwnd cant. PrectiRriy Am. Run-In of 200yd 

a * ,bury (*“ ™ Ftahrnoirt Ureter*^ 

** ° M PARK; “■"*"» E5 and rrus be 

ff ^?2SS!lfl S ? ,A,,,|Ef ^ DNI * :,,l,- * OT — * V| *»»«»ho«neSnjnnwB^vesia3iicceosr*i- 

N H8Otte '* 0n n twm 72 053*): w Pipe 70 from 50 (20% l; J Qtffort 9 tarn 

77 {TL796). 

i?n^^i^ 3 ^ E ^ ^ t ^^^)^ tt ^ %ridwgVBSaajCcea3raao ° <g6;wt ’ : 

“ w ™» 103 C«7S»): B Qunwoody * tram BS rnBK,); A P McCoy 9 From 

W iwWJi 

• FAVOURITES: TT7 wins to 288 races (408%). 

BLMKBH3) FIRST TIME: Nona 

112.40! PERTEMPS catering NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) 

Iff -?rl £10,000 added 2m Penatty Value rff.938 ' 

1 . fl 2ARALASKA(29(D) (BF) (Ladyl-tonte) DNcfcfecnfi n 10. A Uagofn 

Mom Syntarttartpitow shares 

2 . WflONFEWHNAMDIfSSJ/LtaJpHMtaciaflROBrSon? it 5 CUevfrffrT 

^^>oloarrtwmMho«w>e*wwp 

3 * bt ^ 0Rra WWW (U«V Jem^MfsAfl»rBttsn5.._JIIAna>«Bfcl 

_ J^^*» d » rtl * l »*W»B«on'»>apBd*J*w(a 1 as<pedcw 

4 3P POTTO OH (17) (V%s Dawn Wt4oman) J Ctfoifl 5 n 5 0 Hunan 

Royal Okie. write hoops. red dwws A ea> 

5 • 56® U0NTRQE { 21 ) [Uss Mortal Tiinet) R Ftaw 5 71 5 . D&fctowtor 

_ _ 1^. grew str^ed stews, yetewcro 

8 2F-S1 SHW*W? (USA) fZ^ (p) (Mfc Ebatrih Kerttn) G L Msenj 4 77 S _APMcCor 

•___ ^^Em^ffwft8>«rdamofi*a«MafBr8Bn:teBvw 

7 tMOF StWIAMIE (18) (D) fJugVbsoak) F Daunan (Fi)4 n 0 MtTDduw 

Rffdibtuo chevrons. ikJ tiB n n g 2 cap 

y 71 *** -^ 11,3 BaH " ^ Shrta W 152 Baron Ferttoand, 151 Ertrtanto. 20-1 

Aiootroc, 2M Frying on 

19Ms Swretitno 4 n S A ttegire HK3 (D Nfctabcn) B ran 
FOAM GUIDE 

ha nd cappef ZARALASKA could hanly haw been more mpreasiwe when 
mmgby ■< anglhson hs hunAig debut at Aaccs and the slow pice vws rB£»onrf*« far 
hrnbatog bsBen&vsepertsofa length by Vfehfca Sands when 5-i on m Lricester. Vtew- 
6 ®®S*5S W8d ** |®5 A®** andZaraaotai B expected to rotten to wring tarn, though 

t not 9^ wfth Batter Offe r. haNncfcsoekCTShahnn- and ireore^gjLiTi^ttS- 

°^^*^ llHdll, * fl 4t4xlar c|| ttera.BetllBrCHfat a noaiBr farmer smart ha ntywwy tinmn 

£f EKSSiy* b °" * * rt "9**' ta* mwnh sZstongSZ 

fime . wt iy.^ c *^. Geo, ? a Bt * ar> ? f:tttta 9^ at Wrilsot. Baron Ferttaiand won foretimes 
on me Ffctw4J*«0 a length (Meat of Captah Horafius to the Scottish Ctasefc a tyr n 
® Selection: ZARALASKA 

)i in) PSTTEMPS FEUHAM NOVICE CHASE (GRADE HnATl 
{ ‘'IzJ 1) (CLASS A) £35,000 3m Penalty \felue£21 ,310 ^ 

1 IflM BBtQBBUOORffltPIfJRTbMisteHtiPliictio&Snr RDkjnwMdy 

Dark Hue Ayeiow paired), ctar* rite steavo^ yellow c^i 

2 ZfO-a BAOSVpt)(D)(NdnbsCboper)RRbHe7tf 7 DBridgwter 

Moran. ysfltwafrnMs; qiartarwJcgp 

S 4t-Fff FOREST IVORY pS) (D) (OW RxessRre Rartnersfep) 0 Mdrtaon Bn T A Hagufei 

fak btre & jeftM- s&pes, Mite stones & cap 

4 48/B OTTOttlA (13) (D)(BFJ(P Barrier) P Metals 7 117 ^.JtlhonM 

DM pom. "hfc chewen, Sgli green afeews. (Ark grew ft trite checJro® 

5 tZ-m PENTUNDS RTBl (4^ (Ms U W Brd] J H Jchnson 6 T1 7 A P McCoy 

Pupto& aMa (Med), fupb sterner striped cap 

B ifcPff SHEX&S («i) (p) (liptands Btotxtesx*} C Brooh* fl Tt 7 ... G Bnxfloy 

floja/ bt». wAte sec |»«B stars on total Uub ataem S cap 
7 «3M FHWUNG THE FACTC (t3) (1^ (MnE Roberts} NHendeson 6 H 2_JIAFtaBBeUI 

Bte*. mdmh. a«anel cap 
-7dedmd- 

BETTING: 7-4 Form Mry; M Hbdfcg Tbe Facta, 6*1 Bangan Moor, Ottawa, Parthett Rwt 7- 
1 Stwtate, 8-1 Etien 

1896: QeddBfa 5 11 7 A Konttt »2 (F Doumtn RjSrw 
FORM GUIDE 

FOREST IVORY has taken kridy to chasing and can complete a hat-trick. David Mctxi- 
sor* nnw who wound up Iasi season with a short-head victory in a three-frite runs at 
Artreo, toppled owr tvw out on his fencing ban in Northern Stari^rft race at Chnpstow 

but hes been an ImprMehm winner ot both starts dice - a Wbttwtw wd Baruv - end 

ttara is betteretl id coma He repmsents Hie stable h preference to Escareflgue. Ottawa 
wercame a long absence to dam Eulogy a dozen lengifa tt WorcestEr fast month am tt» 
runnepup M no better ott However. Ottawa was beaten ttm end a half lengths by FUdOng 


The Ram at Ungfeto new time and Mck Hcnderaorts «4*» hos raw onty hsv- 

Ws first run irce the Bprhg nut waa also mnt*ig tis chasing debut on that occseron. 
can confirm aupertonty on 7 Bj worse terra. Northern chatenger PenttmcM Ftyer kanps we« 
and is und et ee to detiBr three chasea-al Penh, Cariste and KMsa He has had a etHerern 
rider each time end again has a new partner in %ny McCou Howard Johnsonb rumer has 

more on hb p late thtawne But wa nor be tar away Wrmug potm to-poirtei Bangers Moor, 
a stflEtomate ot Ottawa, made on encoiras^g debut owr reguJaaon fences Wien beaten 
s length and (hme-qwms 07 Wiw King at Sanctown. SheteM made of on l«s chesng de- 
but ova an extended two and a had rr*w here before laang two out when hofcJng wah 
every chance ft TiJymury IMS race at Chebsriiam Selection: FOREST fVDW 

77FI NETWORK PERSONNEL HANDICAP HURDLE f CS I 
LL‘3r I (CLASS B) Cl 0.000 2m Penalty Value £6,575 _ J 

1 43S60 SayHt QHJQM pQ) (oj (5*t» Daring PartnashW U Channon 7 C 0 — -A Ttwmton 
Wife wwrt green Wpfe rfiamond (flamonds on deeves emerald gram cap, unto demands 

2 4Whi TIBETAN (1flP)ftteV*nJyaDMT) Lady HeriRi 5 T 1 O RDwaoody 

Rofil Ms, ww^e chwm trown 6 orange chanora on Mem, orange & iu]/ol Uua quartered cap 

3 3tZ-2P POCTOOH (14) (Dj (BF) (A Wtlaffla K T WIMBh MCIl M Ppe 7117 A P McCoy 

4 2UR0 SECRET SPRING (FR)(RB0 (CO) (UK Gauge) PHedgar 3 it 8 GBradey 

QtQOn A (KUMI jny ^jL-flt_ Byiil Qmtn JiJfl^ill A co p 

5 WSK BNOSFOlOP0-p7>ffl(i^^^MHsynesBltl._. CUeweSyn 

Onanoe, nr/al btue daeves. rrMeeap 

6 Wffl- BLSS ME SfSTEH (418) (D] (8F) IA J3 PaticO H (taw B 10 a DBridgwdar 

Stack, emetaM gnian chovions. snped daewrs. Mat* cap 
r TRXM SERB4B 04 P)(WV« IV S Mrs ESRabhilNKanttasan 4 CC_jr A FttzgaraW 
On^bt^^v^atKkSouwgRSBipMsIeeres.b^c^aa^slai 

a FffiH /m£ COLOURS (1flP4(SGr4llhs}SGnflirh34ttO O G Utag h w 

Start. ahlB hoops, Mac* daewas , awaM green i wfeguedBiedcap 

BEmt&M Serama,-niete. S-1 Secret Spring. 7-1 Doctnor. KtoBstold Pat, 12-1 Nobia Colours, 

19BB: Afeemte 7 O Tl T Kent 6-4 lav (Ure J Cedi 4 ran 

form Guide 

SECRET SPRING comes hem after a recant nr on lhaFlal when hB started favour® but 
rriased the break on the LlngSeid Ecyitrack. Peer Hedgcrb charge (Wshed wal beaten jf 
Chtttflrtmm lea month on MB fest run over timber snee talng m Ascot n Aprt Howauer, 
SaoetSpnngdd score twtea last saesen- at Windsor are! over ccuse and dtamnee - and 
aBo ran second tvrica He can come good agan tha tane. Secret Spmg might Iwre most 
to fa® from Tibetan, who comas here In cseckng tonn alter wins at Humirsgrion and Chel- 

terttam. Noble Cotoura, a 'C-tengih lounh s ChinnhBrn, B held on 6fa better terms, whto 
Oortoor, who want rtf fawurite. was tsfcd ott when puRad up beftve the last and the bink- 
ere he wore tor the first tine there ore cfcpensed wUri here. Sorenus. from the bvtorm Mrt 
Henderson yard, had been o( tha. track since March when gong n at MUfflngdon despite 
bohg a bee ctltwr h the tiotVng and njst be kept on the rqht arde Stiver Groom b orSy 
2S> Iowbt than wb* beBen In the VWfam h9 Hurefe at Sandown Kkigafbld Ret nehms to 
herding after a mmole second to KaHasoof m hB tanong debut hern 

Selection; SECRET SPRWG 

0 on | pertemps king george vi chase (grade no. 

1) (CLASS A) £100,000 3m Penalty Value E60380 I— 

1 21W2 BABTONRAl«(24(CO|(MsJMcrtflDNcrxtolI7IB AUagtare 

EmeraM tywrt, wftto ameraW green cap wMsstar 

2 54-222 CfttLLBiffiH DU LUC (FKJ(T3J(D}<D A JrfnOTjUPpar fit) ...APUcCoyB 

Royal btue, amaroitf grean afeevco, wftSa cap, ermrsld green spots 

3 3-405P OSXMH (FR) G7) (CO) (J Q Itein) F Domen (Ft] G tl 10 MrTDounenB 

Wn* £ rojel bta rSanwtt, striped stoews, pM cap. rayal rttartamond 

4 26P-T1 ONE MAN (31) {CO) (J HNbs) G Retards gnu. - RDinnody 

ftfcw red sra; yelow steves. whSe imleta, yeriow cap. red aar 

5 1/J2-2 FfflUGH QUEST (t^ (CO) (A T A Wtatsj T Casey 71 71 © „_ll ARzgaraid 

Navy bk>e, preen sash, ceme cep 

8 22F-31 8EE MORE BUSRBS (20) (□) (J KetoNSyri 1 Babar) P Nchdb 7 TTD A Thornton 

Bbdt, retnosm, Z*rt abates, feAwop 

7 6-F2T1 SENOnB-BETRUTTl (13) (1^ (Gerard NodO Mrs S Nodi 8 tl Q CLBanAyn 

Aapta. arnaratf grnrt OorerttoraM, amostf gnen cso 

8 5C-11 5UNY BAY (27) (0) (Uplands Bbodaott) C Brodffl B T1 TO Gtadey 

Rofal Uub. Hhte an write Stan on myaf Uue sleeves & rap 

9 Xf-pl VORKSWRE GALE (14) (CO) (B1 Naytart J GiHod h ti t) LAspafl 

Start; red chawon. hooped op 
-9 declared - 

BETTING: 11-B One Mmv. 9-4 Surry Bay, 5-1 Barton Book. &-1 Rough Quad, 16-1 ChaSengw Du 
Lutv See More BnNnesa, Saner El Betnitt, 33-1 pjeddsA 100-1 MrrtsMra Gjt 
1906: One Man B HO R Dunwoody 8-G tw (G Rtdurds) 5 r»r 
FDRMGUDE 

Reponed better than ever. ONE MAN is poised to tofcrw in the footsteps ot Vltayword Lad 
and Desert OrctitL who both landed this presflgkxB pna> three Hmes - the last named 
going on to make it four. Gordon ffichoids' grey came home by 14 lengths tram Monsiei* 
Lo Cm when the race was switched to Sandown two seasons ago - Barton Bank puled 
up before two out - and scored by 12 lengths and nne lengths trom Rough Quest and 
Barton Bank last term. Barton Bar*, who won tlw in 19B& was dear only to blunder bad- 
ly and unseat at the last a year later - preeentng the race to Algan - end he cteaed homa 
Suny Bay a 13 lengths in the Hammy last tma Ybrtcshlra Gala and pjeddah were both 


Ptdad iyntfta event One Man has faiahed Bred n the hat hw PwtentiamGoBCups 
^ , i ^ B ?^ B ?^ ^ t! «»and»cond but the section beaDtandMrtwBonb charge 
y_??” ll t l ? lw .~ ,l P. n ! o g B y«=ome-- in .fanuary end In the Pattern Chase at WHherbv on 
!* Bh0 ^ 5? ” a S a,a "** ** *> *fea Vldng Ptagsho rine lengths 

'« de 9u«a hro and a tatf at HLanngdon Iasi month. 
Rpughi arwt second n the 096 Gold Cup, was hawing hS first race aanatotvearli Kina 
10 Snsh * st ***w h second id One Manta srabtemere The 
h ^ 5i?!S l m i-^l i y?^ , ^ pre9teas<ot t tlaMV Bwn satorinetorecaasuiysav 
charEIA ■*» woundup last rerm with a fine effort ®«n*n 
njvw- up n me Grand NaOonaL was rwng htt Srsl run sr>ca when wmng at Hayttock 
- S®* “«b Business an ta length tried - and jjsrtied favounesm m gr^t 
-?■ >?!' y ’? HaW3Ss y <?™g a l3-4engtfi dijmnwig m BarS^n Bank (onfy 5tj bederl Senor 
El Betaunl pideti oft the Mmhyb-Trpleprlnt Gold Cup doubto earti Bma with CtuAenger 

of these a» laves bnrtx'bt SB 

2.551 network design international novice ~r-K 
Ir^rJ CHASE (CLASS B)£1(MJ00 2m Pen vaue £6^70 04 i 

1 4-2m KAQASntQFlFH) (IB) (CO) (APPs&ri) RDd«n71l 8 JlThOOM 

2 6-2m !^KAHBA(a)(0)M«KartaPanrwrew8PMcho»s61ta RDurmoody ! 

ftmlgrewi, trim c/amn,fgta green staaies,etert green A nMe chert cap I 

3 03-21*4 AMHJSDE (20) [D} (BF) |B M Yn) 1 *e 5 Wtems 6 h 0 _-_Wtprel I 

0sri.Bw8md(ti(erieredl.Mredstasv« I 

4 030P4- WTEHMAGIC p38) (tq (J C Fw) J ft* 7 II a SFax 


0E4-3 J0t« Dftum (27) (D) (Ande« Jenhns) P V 
Krfcn*. ^vaWjpEtd tnopn A an 
2-32F3 ZABADI (15) (CD) (BF) (Lady Hard) D Mrtc 
ttrafireftwcfert.i'A 


rSitO UARbgortd 

jedwtap 

110 — -A Magiire 


BETTING: 7-4 tCadnarmf, 5-2 Lake Kariba. 7-2 ZotadL 5-1 Join Dnanra. 8-1 AnfaMcta, 16-T fav- 
tamagtc 

199& no arrs^xxxSnq race 

FORM GUDE 

Tbe gmod nas rid soft enough tor Lake KaNba rvhan he was berten more than 8tre» 
Bngms by Chiefb Song on he chasaig debut here in October but he B unbeaten in three 
starts snee-a Newton Abbot Chepstow and Untnoer, Even sa KAQASTROF comes 
here with the same record. Mowing a tencing-bow second behnd Wide Muse won vto- 
tonaa owr course and tfatanca Warwick and Lurtow. A greet stable tewirta - he has 
been with Rortn DKddn since he wvmg juverde days -- Kadastrof a orty 2b worse n 
with John Drumm than when beating twn seven lengths at Warwick and he can cam- 
pion the kxa-dmec Zsbedl has been dfa a ppontmg over fences but s only risng six and 
wfl improve enough to find a sanSar event m <Xjb course. He is Bb better n with Lake 
Kariba than whan beaten G tongtra by Paul NchoBaS charge si Newton Abbot lea month. 

Selection: KADASTROF 

fo OKI PERTEMPS DESIGNER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 

I - gu l £10,000 added 3m 1 1 0yds Penalty Value £6.607 

J 2J-nr OWMYlMNnjjPAJoliiseiVMFSMSnB. A P McCoy ! 

Rojel Die. emerald green 3taeres. uMe cap, Mtatrdd gmn spoa I 

2 HF-n R?l£NrjS«P(20)(^(r8er*WWaow7jrwrt«*»3<Ti5l0fi UAFtOgtokS 

ttataw firowi staareA yekwarmfets 

3 mOi HAILE DERHMG (34) (0) (Ms V SBCWakfl N TfnaonGoataS 7 43 CUanH «n 

Write, Wart tnpie ttamond, hrted aaows. write cbr etadi rfiamond 

4 ,72 23 cunw SET (2JJ(0(W7(Ms CrinslnB ftmefjCMsmfl DO.— OSrMgwaMr B 

Dark green, nrfvte stars On stoeres. purple cap 

5 3-rtsu TOST BROWN (14) (A Steneff & Me J M Sannetfl D Nolofcor 4 X3 0 A Maguire 

Sage & emerald green chert, bwge ateeves 

6 1-2X22 0ECYEORG(FR)C25)(O|{Bf)(laTyMsflJMPi»6tI0 DGNtagtHr 

WKh, bnjr? rad spots 5 mroids. Quoeom! cap 
-8decfared~ 

MWmu irf Pa Thretewfepee^nti.- CWton Set SatatL My Brown IW 9ft PecyflOto 9* 3ft. 
BETTING: 54 Dereydan, 5-2 Friendship, n -2 Toby Brown, 7-i HdU Dentng, 8-1 Ctton Set. 12-1 
Deoyborg 

189& Trn fi D B M A Fitzgerald 7-3 (J Janfcns) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

An Heresting effar between Friendship -and DARAYDAN and the lattBr rnght haw Ihe edge 

despto hawng to concede te rival «h Frendshp, tram the rvtorm Nek Hendwscn stable, 
bnded a Wtrceater txsrper the season before laa and scored twice overtlrrtjer h < es&97. 
whlehehasa tX) per cent recoid this term - wimtog over two mdes five turiongp here end 
owr a hating {other a Sandown The longer tnp wd pose no problems. That last remark 
afeo apples to Dereydan (a good stayer on the Ffat), who wound up Bat season success- 
Uy at Ascot and is aisa unbeaten Ms tem ~ goiig in at ChMeni^m (twice) and at New- 
buy in between. Martn Pipes fivvyearoid put up a fine tSsptay to beet U^tty Moss - who 
had finished three parts of a length in front of Mw when they were aacond end ttwd behnd 
tstabraq m the Ftoyai SuiAianoe Hudte et the Cheltenham Festival - tour lengths on hie most 
recant Appearanca HaieDerring ms a usaUtypelast season with wtos at CarfsB Hay- 
dodk. Uttoxeter and Ascot and he ran fourth of a Ug field behnd Pharanear n (he Gold Caid 
Hudta Fnal at tha Ownenham Fesnal Ngel TwetorhOaries’ rumar has unetaned towards 
the firreh n bath anempts thB term but wortd pose a threat d back rear he best CflDon Set 
hmhed six lengths in tronl ot Hale Derririg when they were second - at 17 lengths - and 
tounhtoNameOfOu FBheret Ascot last month but Hale Derring can turn that arauid with 
hB5bpuL Setochorc OVfWQAN 


PUNTERS' GUIDE 
FOR ROXING DAY 


kempton 

U(fc High especiatfans are held 
this season for Forest Ivory. He 
jumped a little awkwardly before 
falling two fences from borne ai 
Chepstow on his chase debut. He 
then jumped more fluently to 
make amends at Wetberfy and 
Bangor. If his fencing continues to 
improve he win prove very bard to 
beau At the likely odds, however, 
it may be best to side with FID- 
DLING THE FACTS, who jumped 
with tine agility when she was con- 
fidently ridden to beat Ottawa by 
three-and-a-balf lengths at Ling- 
field a fortnight ago. Otiowa seeks 
revenge, giving 71b less today, but 
(be mare toofcs a veiy usefiii recruiL 
□□□ 

MS: The threat posed by Secret 
Spring is difficult to assess. Peter 
Hedger’s hurdler is a course- and - 
distance winner on good to firm 
ground, tnrr is something of an un- 
known quantity cm a softer surfocc- 
On ins seasonal reappearance over 
jumps at Cheltenham lost month, 
he did not gel into the race on a 
course to which be is probably un- 
suited. Back on this flat track, the 
five-year -old must be feared. Few- 
er question marks, though, sur- 
round SERENUS. This 
four-year-old had something in 
hand when catching the in-form 
Namoodaj at Huntingdon last time 
and a 5fb rise in tbe weights fiar that 
win is by no means harsh. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


Z20: One Man’s odds offer Little 
value and it is worth opposing him 
with SUNY BAY. Graham 
Bradley's mount has won two 
highly competitive events this sea- 
son by a combined total of 24 
lengths and we may not have seen 
the best ofhimyeL See More Busi- 
ness and the veteran Rough Quest 
would come into It on really test- 
ing ground but would otherwise 
struggle to match the pace of the 
from two in the betting. 

□QQ 

2-55: A fascinating dash between 
the mud-lovers LAKE KARIBA 
and Kadastrot who both like to 
force the pace. The latter was su- 
perior to his rival over hurdles but 
may meet his match in Lake Kari- 
ba. who has taken extremely well 
to fences. Paul NIcholls’s six-year- 
old has the additional assistance to- 
day of Richard Dunwoody, who 
takes over from the sideline 4 Tim- 
my Murphy. Zabadi, Adrian 
Maguire's mount, has yet to show 
he can recapture his old form. John 
Drumm is therefore likely to be the 
main beneBdary if the top two were 
to cm each other's throats by rac- 
ing too fast in the early stages. 


KING GEORGE VI CHASE - 10-YEAR-TALE 

1387 B8 89 BO 91 92 93 94 95 B8 

Fata at the tavouritoK g i 1 1 3 T 3 U l ,l 

Mrnrt ptact In heUtog: 0 1 1 i 0 i 3fl 0 1 1 1 

Starting price*: 85-1 1-2 4-6 9-4 0-1 1-1 9-8 18-1 Tt-4 8-t3 

Profit or tow to Et stake: Ftavoreftse +E3.79. Second RWwttw -£K8i 

Perc e ntaga ot wtnneni placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd In tot race: 80% 

Shomafrfntefld wjwr Dtaet OwM IS p98fl) 

Liaige»Hvf«reri wtrwierAlupsaa25-t ftagr? 

Whining ages: B9tttiB776 B8 

Top trrtnan F Doumtn (4) - Nupsala (BBT), The Fatew (1991 B ’BBg). Algan (1994) 

Tbp Jockey: H Dunwoody |4) - Oawrt Orchid (SB9 & fffl^One Man P9flS* & 19981 
j! = Joint^avcirita * weather toiced *95 race to be runnt Sandown n January 


FIRST SHOW 


Kempton 1.45 


King George VI Chase 


AYR 


HYPERION 

12.55 Forzafr 1^5 Welsh March 2.00 No Rrt- 
er Man 2^5 Naughty Future 3.10 Nawtinookey 
3,40 Pariah 

GOING: Good to Soft. 

• Left-hand gafloptog courea 

• Corrse is E of town on A75& ADMISSION: CM) EC; Grand- 
stand £7. CAR PARK: Frea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G Richards 33-160 (20895). Urn M 
Ravetey 28- vn (193%), J J O’Neill m-109 (tm%x p II on- 
to Ith 16-125 (12J%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: B Storey 27-188 (183%). T Read 
13-121 (107%), R Supple 9-41 (22%). J CnUaghJW 6-61 (3fl%) 

• FAVOURITES; lfiB wtoe in 382 races (442%) 

BUNKERS} FIRST TIME: Parson’s Lodge. Blaring TtoH. Sage- 
brush RoBer (1255) 


I19CI GOOSE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 

1 03P-S LA RfVStA (IB) (D) J Ourttcn 5 11 4 —Hr M Bredbane (5) 

2 2t4fti- OTTM»«(2S5(CqCnun«n7TJ-C HftWcr 

3 SOP-14 COWONSOUNO(11)(DBR JBaitor6DGJtMcGnti(3) 

4 3-005 E5QUMAU (TO) G HdwB fi 10 12 BKnSng 

5 «3M HAM fTEGGS (18) (D) M Hammcrej E U 12 2nd prat 

6 OTRF- RA7TD? fi£RCHAffT (289) Ate i ftesel 6 V CJ3 RsW (7) 

7 22U6CB TmUtrTfWTCH(1[q(CO) JGO«B513t2 SfeytarP) 

B C322WOSH SUfiCN (16; - 5F) G M Wxro5 » 12- J Qrf'x;, 
9 02500 FAME AWJ FANTASY (29) (D) A UMans 6 D 7— A S SmHi 

-Bdsdsrsd- 

BETT1NQ: M Wddi »Un*, 7-2 H»na fTEgo*, S-1 CattaSno, S-1 Li RV- 
Jm CoitaBH) ShkL lta^>VailEti, 12-1 Ettjutowr, 20-1 ODwre 


WETHERBY 

HYPERION 

■\2A5 Caon bo wor (nb).15 Ham fTEggs 150 New 
km 2J25 Sparky 2^5 Cumbriai Challenge 

3- 25 Foundry Lane 

GOING: Good to Soft. 

• Left-hand, sharp undulating ewesa RurHn of 200yds. 

• Cana B SE of town on B202& LingAeid Station (aervad by 
London, Victoria) w$oins course. ADMISSION: Mftnbws tti, 1M- 
terertB£R Cause £3 (OAPS £2) Accompanied under- ito tree 
CAR PARK: Free. 

•LEAD8tG7RAMBiS: G L Moore M3 (E3*)i M P^S 9-48 (BB%). 
J Old 7-23 (9041^ NTWaton-OeviBS 7-31 (22»)ATUmea&a{2M l K) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: C UeweByii *2* (*17%), J B Kevaneoh 

4- 34 (118%). D OaUagher 4-52 (77%) M ffleharde 4r» ^4%) 
m RWOUHfTES: f5(W32 (452*^ 

BLBiKBtED FtRSTTBIE: Nona 

fTo viK ( BOXING DAY NOVICE HANDICAP 

1 12 »^5| SSeJcLASSD) £3,650 2tn4f 110yds 

1 5A8 : AA0BfT SCOUT (11) (D) tos S Sm* S it D 

2 RBF4 JOESHAW (30) MbM mwBy^tlS...--- 

3 45P-12-' GLaBOWBl fiaUCOl MltoiTnondSlI 5JMr C j tooiw PI 

4 30-?ti 

5 05022/ CCrtXWSE CRAFT (777) W Betfrt B fl 0^----— ■ »«W»Y 
8 143598 ,lEAPHnHEDAIK(18)p)lfasLSdda»Bl0ti 

T ttOM ARB0GAHTHBRn4lDHa«reo4 Q t N-HrS Quart P? 

8 0& SAM CHAMPAGNE PA TEBStoty 5* 9 

9 /®M.NASASBt(1flNMBon7e7 — — : u n?Z 

D 04B2P SECOtPHWME WO Swwi 7 D7 r «g^ 
n OCR* fYaBrnVEHEARTp^pD) WAtefflnderS ® 5 '— 

X2 BW BMD(2QJ Norton 8100 

8 CFOOB'DHINlkKWEpl) WSnAb5 WB- NHennttyp) 

AW«« «B TwehmxScsp 

BEmNOsM Gtanbow, PiMtm HU M 

H Jeaale% PnepecL Lasp to Tlta Dark, Second Fkkfle, tO-t Dthera 

n^f Cl BOROUGHBRfDGE NOVICE CHASE 
1 • * a 1 (CLASS C) £6,300 added 2m 
1 4^KADiASraOFWpB)(mnt>e** Tfl ® 
o-ee swMNsaiGEnfa 


R Orion Til 8 -.--.awl pntf 

«5TE«*rty311B..-toMU 

SdOrt 8 ti 4 Tftoadfl 

«tav5H 4 BStnrey 


4 B3PM COURT JOKER g3)riAte ani«r»n ^- RGatWT 

5 3B84 HAM NCQQS (19} (D) M Hanrocnd G ti 4 .Rumi 

8 OPtoa JQU2ffiARTfl3)OBraniw i 7ii 4 MBremwi 

H EntN6!B'liu(silaBnAM8SfiSMB 8 * 7 "' ^ 16-1 

*i Hwrt,»-1 Coot Jctor; 25-1 AhUektll* 1 * 

ffSO) ST JOHN AMBULANCE! HANDICAP 
L l . ,OU l HURDLE (CLASS C) ES.000 added 2m 

T *as IgtYWHpgjCTSadtogifig 0 — MTS aw* W 


loon) HOURSTONS OF AYR WINTER SALE 
\ £MU \ NOVICE H’DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m 4f 

1 25-01 HOPHTfl. LORO (ti) (0 BF) P CteesfrQugfi 5 IT 5 A S Stato 

2 1PP-PP EAS8T JOKBt (20)(D) 5 Kerts«t4 9 1) T2 _.R UcGraBi (3) 

3 05542 NO HNER MAN (8) G Hchanls SB 8^. „-DHantag 

4 KRT LODGE J Orion 6 10 9 JJtadhwp) 

5 452 POLAR KING (32) C Trionton 4 TI9.._ U Fostti 

8 TWDLESBBLE MtbdwSer5 89 

7 DOS PEAK A BOO (1 6) D Writers 6 137 -....Stoyta (5) 

-7dMtared- 

BETT1NG: 54 No Finer Man, 52 Hepatol Lad, 3-1 M» King, 10-1 Eas- 
hyJntaH 14-1 Rates fltoln 33-1 atriors 


liO'ccl PORT ‘N’ BRANDY SELLING HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2J00 2nt 

1 48PR RALLEGfO(25)(CD)PlfcrtettiBeO I JnnJno p) 

2 PARSON'S LODGE (miP)LLaigo 98 8. WDaeflngm B 

3 H FO/CAffl (15)(Bf) JJON b 85DB JtHcGrethB) 

4 3P-PP0 8LAZB4B TRAIL (IQ (D) ifcs Lftosel 9 1) 2 ..D Reid (7) B 

5 6000 IIOUNWW DREAM (U)RAton4 DO JCMBghgn 

8 CORD SYIVAHCS£BHAT10H(18) JGrtfa6t)0 -BHndbig 

7 500 HUTCtflQLADV p4) RMcKtabr5 80 ASSnHi 

8 000 SAGEBRUSH ROLLS} (13) JJOtof 9 DO_LOnpper (7) B 

9 0U60FB 1SADOWLECK pfl) W Muig 8 1) 0 S TBytar (5) 

0 0PP-, POUR«mopz3)NWggo(t6Da. Jfftatsr 

>iodadsred- 

Mntrunr might lOst Tiub fmScap mogfo: Momtski Dream BO St), 
SyAm Cetoaoon ssf 4ft HutcMu laejy 8a 3ft Segetanri ReAvm 
UandiMtoc* SB 13H Pc*rWhc/asf Uh 
BETTING: 158 ftosonto Lodga, 11-4 Retogto, 4-1 Foaak 5-1 Segahruah 
RoBat; 14-1 Mowilsin Dream, HiBcMae ledjt Maatostoek, 157 others 


19 OKI ALADDIN AT THE GAIETY HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1 PPWD BETTSinMES AHEAD (t^ (CD) GHchjnlsTn20 BHatfing 

2 1U2JV SWBCRMfaM(75qOMFBsaB1t4-toMBat»itan 

3 1F84 XCK30U5 CAPIAW (41) (O Me JSXreyD 1)0-15 C Stony 

4 P2035 NAUGHTY FUTURE (2S) (CO) JJONrt BO 6 JlllcCtoeh (3) 

5 1AJF5- reTEH (272)0 Writers 9 03 JtSShrtft 

8 0348 SEEKING GOLD (69) (D) J Barclay STM M Foster 

7 P48fY HAG'S WAYfBIIJ MtodUter 700 JCBfegfmn 

-7 doctored - 

BEITlNffi M Better Thm Ahead, 5-2 Nui^ty RAee. 4-1 Seeking Goto. 
Jodtotoue Captain, 5-1 Storing Fountain, 2W Hag's Way, 33-1 Peter 

fo ini TEXSTYLE WORLD SALE NOVICE 
1°- IU 1 H’CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 2m 4f 

1 14-03 RACHAEL'S 0WBf(1^(DBF)JGc*fc 7 7110-fi McGrath W 

2 1/MB TWESCOT(t1JPOwsbwu^7itB JtSSWto 

3 wn MASTB1 BAUAflD (iq P Mrtadi 9 n 6 (5e») 1/TU Ekatoume P) 

4 OOP-1 SOLSGBTW(40)(CO) J Barclay a ti 4 liFodet 

5 «5P NAWTINOOKEY (IQ M Tadwrer 7 11 4. . .JCttaghenB 

8 0232P inaCBUI2(1fl IBs D Thomson 610 4 ... .JHardtng 

-6dacterad- 

BETT1NG; even Ulster Bavart, 52 Soisgirth, 112 Ractwra Owen. 
8-1 Ihadc BHa. 14-1 Due Scot Nawdnootay 

lo An I WHISKY MAC HANDICAP HURDLE 
] (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 03032 RALACEGATEKMG(lQAWt*nsBTlti.....STtoto((5) 
£ TOM HOBSa. (USA) (40) (P) P MortaBi 4 ti a 1 Janflne (7) 

3 0M5 RWAH ( 18 ) (0) M fedwaer 8 07 JCalta^an 

4 13583 IBfiHAAR (USA) (25) L Urgo 5 1) 1 W0owGng(7) 

5 634)2- BELLS WLL LAD (406) J Boictay m Y) 0.- - . R McGrath (3) 

- 5 declared - 

Atnlmm might f OB. T/uefoneScopmigftBslsmLMSsi ?aa 
BETTWG: 2-1 Paiangata Kkig, 54 RosseL 3-1 Pariah, 51 Uenahaar. 
51 Bate HR Lad 


2 MJ-30 STASH 7HE CASH (27) (If U Hamncre} 5 n R..RGarTiDy 

3 01 -an DRB0NES(Z0)(C0)FMiap!V4iia.- PCabeny 

4 4420F- KATTAK (237) (IW T EflSIwty 6 71 7 LWyBf 

5 W222 HOUSE OF DREAMS (27) G M Keen- 5 "0 13 .. . ,N BtnDey 

B 40234- SAMAffiD pll) (E9 Mss L Sates 5 TO 9 . .TReed 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 158 New Inn, 9-4 Dr Bonea, M House Of Dreena. 7-1 Stash 
Trie Cash, 51 KaBak, Sumanid 


(99c] ROWLAND MEYBJCK HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £20,000 3m If 

1 im-4 SPARKY GAYLE (41) (S 1 ) C Partef 7110... BStnrey 

2 3U853 AVRO ANSON (14) M Camacho 9 TI 7 . . P Nhen 

3 332HM MAJOR BELL (130(0) A Whfiare 9 til LWyer 

4 42tn SnWTH ROYAL pO) {CD} O&enran n 10 10 - M Brenran 

5 2m2 COLOHB.WCHIEF(20)(CD)G«»*TO4.PCMt»ny 

- 5 hectored - 

BETTING: 51 Cotond to CMai, 1 1-4 Sparky Gayle, 4-1 Major BeV.52 
Aro Arman, Straltt Royal 


r o ~ gc ~] SUPER MASTER HANDICAP CHASE 
n‘- I (CLASS B) CIO, 000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 25405 ROYAL MOWTBROWNE (\S) (D) Mgs U Fcrtard 9 n 10 . 

— PUd^ay (3) 

2 «m CUMBRIAN CHAUENCXpO) (CD) TEastotv 8 tlti LWyw 

3 22H2 CHB=UWGTBt(40)(C0Bf)MHsmx3ndaO8 RGerrtoy 

4 BOO- YMSiSWmSim(253)(D)GF5chartis TMDB. BStnrey 

5 -BSP- N 0 RTHANT 5 (306) (Q (D) W Sney IT sOO .. UUotaney 

6 213323 BRAMBI FRERRY (9) (C) (D) Mrs S Smh 8 O 0 JCtatany 

-6Hociaiv<3- 

Mrtmunr 10 sLTnjefTcs 4 i*'elgfiB:NonrianB 99 i 9 l 2 .Bn 2 rnbtaDe( 7 y 69 iati 
BETTOG: 1 W Ctentoton DuBenga 5i Chief MhtotK 52 WNapar- 
mg start 152 Nwtttarts, 7-1 BremMebony, 151 Royal Moonfixnena 

Ungl CHRISTMAS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,650 added 2m 

t C R3UNDRYLAAEfra)(D)i*5URswtayfln4_... PNtaen 
2 50 ALP9eWDEAWfly(l^MW6adB«toy4loe J>«dgtey(3) 

a 5 CRAfGES0Y(FT7^ 7 C C... NBenSey 

4 0 FU3REN71NOp3)MrsVWBa4*B .. UrSDurert(S) 

5 0 fflFTBQK(USA)(22)NB)ooft5 0C . ..JIMotaney 

8 B HOH EXPRESSES) Mrs J Ramsden 5 H C _ . RGantoy 

7 P* [NYOUGOBLUE (23) H Aiaoncbr 5«f TReed , 

e 121 JUSTWHIAC(35)(D)JfltzGBridfi«l2 PCarbory 

9 40 LORD NAS71E (USA) (13) NTrtoerS® 12 — - 2 ndpref 

tl M MOttBCWaAMraSSmnrifi® O S Potto (7) 

It 253 ||«7EESCOMPWO«S14r?)»AsMR0wtoy5tiB -GLee 
C G PROUFIC AS84CY fTT] P UrpriV-t 0 12 . Ur C Bonner (^ 

O Ruac (R3^ T Eas»to J ® 0 - LW 7» 

ij SHARDAIITEWBe#iM4 0t2 “Brer»wn 

* 30 SOtLUfflAMWlA (32) 4 K) t? . — Ruumsfr) 

■6 ffiPAB WHATTWY0LISAY(23)53cusfirtl9O® BSunw, 
it 04 SHARLEY COP (15) M0ar«te5tl»- - - ~- 

-17 doctored - 

Hcrmwi- TM FtairiBlv Lane- 11 J Juetm Mac. 5) Wptoa Wdeawy, 


NEWTON ABBOT 

HYPERION 

1 .25 Kasteriee 1^5 Sparkling Cone 2.30 Iranos 
3XH) Miss PIsMn 3^0 Ambteslde 4.00 Ken Risk 

GOING: Heavy. 

• Left-hand, sharp, come with short rerun 

• Course a N ot town on A38G ADMISSION: thnamfc £10; 
Come ES. Under- 16s tree CAR PARK: On rate CL5Q rest free 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe VMS7 BBB%l P Hobbs 52- 171 
(304%L P NichoOs 36-141 (255%lR Frost 23-233 (B9°h) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N WHBwireon 14-54 (2S9%1. B PowoBi4- 
«2 (77%), G Tbmiey 7-43 tt631hl S Bumtugh 7-BB (8%) 
FAVOURITES: 304-094 (435%). 

BUNKEREP HRSTTtME Mtstrass Hoste (330) Ke n Risk HOP) 

PT ocl THURLESTONE HOTEL NOVICE HUR- 
LL'r?! DLE (CLASS E) £2,925 3YO 2m If 

1 521 CACLE OF MAGIC (29) (D) M ftpe ri 0.. G Supple (5) B 

2 5 COPPER5td.(4f|APj3nasOt£^ BROtaeB 

3 2 Kffll DANCER (11) MPtoe 012. .Gltomay 

4 0 SHADED (F80)PflKttarfce _„-SSwn»Bti 

5 04 WESLEYS LAD (22) DBw«lt)fi. .. . D J BuicheU 

6 36 KASTERLEE (FR) (23) (BFJ UPf# 07 . DRjtmm 

7 MISTY RAW (F84) JSpeamq t)7. . .D JKmnagh (S) 

-7dectored- 

BETT1NG: 11-10 Keen Dancer, 51 Kaamtoe, 51 Clreto ot Magic, 51 
Cqppar Shafl, Shaded. 151 Westoy's Lad, Uiety Rain 

/T”Ee] INTERNET ON WWW.ECL1PSE. 
LL™! CO. U K.NARACECOU RSE/NOVICE 

CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 2m 5f 110yds 

1 2WP-1 SPARKLING CONE (6) (C D) ifcs V Mttams B ti 5 B Pond 

2 1PU10 GiGI BEACH (23) P MdOfc 6 t)T 2 Hr J Ttzami (5) 

3 F 14-02 HOLDiMCLOSE (20) (CD) H Rm7 IQ 12 JFmst 

4 3IW LUVU-FRANK (1C53) U Pipe B t) 12 . .. ,GSuplo(5) 

5 331P/0 NORMANS CONVDKB) (22) SKrtdl 7 IOC.. SBunOudi 

6 P0652 P0WYMOOR PRINCE (21) (CD) R Frost 6 10 12 - 

7 PPWP RU5TYUGHr(lO) M5sAHDneTO-ac4pe47 Oi2. MShamtt 

8 PP-P30 KONGKMHjOOY ( 30) CRopnani6 07 .. .GTbnnoyB 

9 347-32 PEARLS CHOICE (11) JMcCronocrie 90 7. JRKmnagh 

- Bdactored- 

BETTING: 511 SpaikBng Cone, 51 Paul's Choice, 7-1 HoUrectoee. 
Pemyanor Prince. 51 fflgl Beacti, 151 UrwWrank, 351 Otfew 

10 on I EBF ’NH' NOVICE HURDLE (OUAUF1- 
Lf^J ER) (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m If 

t BO-IP IRANOS (FR) (21) (D) (BF) M Poe 5 R 5 GSuppte(5| 

2 2-3114 WELSH SLK (15) D Garcbtfa 5 n 5 . DJKnaagttff) 

3 SCW BOLD ROMEO (21) N Hsndereon 5 11 0 .. TC Murphy (7) 

4 OOP6 CHARLIE BANKER (21) K 8uto 5 11 0 . . UrJTazare) (5) 

5 P4 DERBY G1LCHRHST (II) R Pros! 5 fl D .. ..JFiooi 

6 OOSP DUKE OF FAIBHELD (48) A NnwsmDe 4 Tl 0 DFrtvmwm 


WINCANTON 

HYPERION 

12.50 Just Jasmine 1.20 Storm Run 1^5 
GUTTER ISLE (nap) 2.30 None Stirred 3.00 
Danger Baby 3.30 Negative Equity 


GOING: Good [Good to Soft r places) 

• Hjgm-haixL gaaoptftg taxrsa Run-In ot SGOycL 

• Course a NE of Kwn on B3D8t ADMISSION: Members CM; 
TanwsaBs £9, Course C4 (Under- 16 s troel CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Briley 23-89 (333%) J Gifford B-7? 
122%), G Hubbard (561 (213%). N Henderson 11-38 (2BB%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N WiWemson S-7D «2i 4%i M Brennan 
7-51 03.7%). J A McCarthy 538 IB8%). R Thornton 5 6 033%) 

• FAVOURITES: 2T1 -469 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Jut Rules 1230) 

I"i9‘cn"l FATHER XMAS MARES NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £ 3,000 added 2m 

1 CF4P0 DOLCE NOTTE (4) U Ppe r 11 3 . C Maude 

2 43-301 JUST JASMINE (K) (D) KBsnop511 3 . R Greene 

3 0 ARDENT BRIDE (25) JGitfont 4 DQ .PHkto 

4 0 AVONCUFF (268) J Wng <80 TOaecambe 

5 20 DAISY (37) (BF) MreJ Pitman 4 < t) R Farm* 

6 0 FRINGE BB&1T (30) J GJtordS S W . . SLsW(7| 

7 3QtH) KENTFORD TMA (31) J MuBre 6dt . - -A Bates (5) 

B 421-u KINNAHALLA (11) G Baring 5 « t) „ . B Fenton 
i 5P0 UJCYS fS) SUPPSt (13) P Jones 5DO Sophia MUiwI (S) 
Q 2U-U POTTER AGAIN (37) (BF) D NtKtlsai 5 1) D R Johnson 
11 34-068 SAUYSCAUyt15)AHot±s5«0 . PHoley 

Q 0 SB-ENT ROSE (25) M Ptrrar 4 « t .L Harvey 

G TREMJ3CH Mae K George 9 1) O . . D9atmy(7) 

— ,3 declared — 

EEITNG: 54 ««» Again. 51 Daisy, 5r Just Jasmine. 7-1 Ooice Notre. 
Ktonehalia. 5i Arden Bride. Kerttort Tina. 151 others 

fi'ool HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 
t,<su l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 £36-3? MORST0CK >62) (CO) fi Hodges 7 T tl TDuscnrote 

2 343-P5 CLIFTON GAME (37) B R Mteiar 7 n 5 DSater(5) 

3 1F-1F1 STOftal RUN (34) (D) P HctxjQs 7 n 5 R Johnson 

4 3C-2S THE CARROT MAN (») (D) F 1 «r*wwin 9 n 3 PHkte 

5 7226V4 WH0ST0SW(3D)(DBF) CrPFWJsrtn t)n OrPPrlcte«l 

6 2G2-6 NORMC VALLEY (196) (Dt M Pipe 6 *t> C Maude 

7 ®462 TROUVAALE (45) (D) A Tumef 6 1) 3 L Harvey 

8 U2-P33 ROBINS PRIDE (lit (CD) G ft»rtfn 7 OH 3ndpref 

-Bderiared- 

Mraimn rftugnt lOst True nanOCJf mght ff<jansArt?9a 13te 
BETTING: 7-4 Storm Run. 51 UoretodL Noittt Valley. 51 Trouvatoe, 
Hot** Pride, 151 Clifton Gems, the Carrot Man. Who's lb Say 

H ec [ MID SEASON CHASE (INTERMEDI- 
i l,aj l ATE) (CLASS B) £10.000 added 2m Sf 

1 1 too STATQ.Y HOME (34)(0)P Bowre er. 53 R Johnson 

2 JtiCt N0RTHS1NSTAHUGHT(13)|C)1D1 MPpe8n6CUeiid6 

3 2tu-0 AROUND THE GALE (34) (D) D GandcAc- 6 ri < LHency 
< rzne- GUTTEH ISLE (2B9) (D) J Orion ? 11 4 

5 36-2U3 KOOS PROMISE (10) (CD) C Pxnam 6 tC ti n Greene 


7 FP-P4 JOCTOR DON (17) JS Moore ST1D GJBnrijefl 

8 1303- NBfERWDerr(219l)AHohto5lia BPoMB 

9 2 5fl SILENT ACTION (20) NSmBi 5 HD. JtStalrit 

t> 3040 BAYBR1DGE LADY (30) P Hobbs 4 09.. -GTonniy 

-10 doctored - 

BETTMG: 7-4 Iranoe, 54 tltoWi Slk, 51 Bold Romaa. 7-1 Maytaridgo 
Lady. 51 Jodre Dorv 151 New to Debt, 20-1 etiiere 

[o nm langstone cuff hotel handicap 

CHASE (CLASS D) £4£50 3m 2f 110yds 

1 F0PP4- NAZZARO (290) (CD) W G U Tuner 8 T fi JPoeerp) B 

2 44345 ALLO GEORGE (181) (CI^ A NBucontotl n4J)friamm 

3 P21-43 MSSDISKlN(14(C)(P)RBucMBran4 BPowcS 

4 1653P BRAH8lBMXBUCK(17}(CQ)PNclrib0VQ 

— Mr JThzard(5)B 1 

5 D3P-2U PENNCALBI (21) P Hobbs 7 B5 „GJbnneyB 

E P&65 SttVHWO{11)(CD) PPtodfafd n 104 SBrenugh 

7 AR31 HOLD ¥0W RAWS fll> (C»B FmS B D3 Sed.^lFfoet 

8 Rtt-UR PLAI5A(41)RAlrer7i0i DJKavanagh^) 

—3 ( j flc fcwff d ■ 

BETTING: 52 Mtae DtoUn, HoM Your Ranka, 52 Peoncalrt 11-B Alto 
Georgs. 7-1 Bnunblahffl Buck, 151 Naaarw PtanA 151 Siwwlno 

Tan] WHY NOT EMAIL: NARACE- 
COURSE.CO.UK HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 2m 110yds 

1 51F42 7IURSQAYMGrfr(71}(C)PNctobfi CG._JlrJ7fezanf(5) 

2 03-21)4 AMSLESIDE (ZIQ (D) (BF) Mn, S Wfltoms 8 11 9.-JPomr(7) 

3 J43P2 COURT MASTER (IQ (CO) Rari*r9ff 2 BPovcB 

4 4P0P3- BENJAMIN LANCASTER (233) (CO) M GnUti OmS Bwrau^i 

5 U2-P33 ROBINS PRIDE {II) (CD) C ftopham 7 08 Gtormay 

6 2-5505 BTT OF A TOUCH (22) (CO) R Ffua 71 1) 7 JFreatB 

7 S^OQP ACTRESS ROSE (1 1) (CD) M Hi OX) 0-DJKavtaBgft(^B 

-7«toctoad- 

AWrmtDigtt tost fiwtmdiapiuigltUiamssRoBeSst f3to 
BEtiiNGi 7-4 Court Mesne, 7-2 Thursday MghL Robins Pride, 7-1 Am- 
btesWa. Bantaniln Lancssttc T5f Bit Of A tore*, 151 lOstoees Roeto 

f A nnl ROYAL CASTLE HOTEL NOVICE HAND- 

LzirrJ icap hurdle (class ej £ 2^25 2m ef 

1 152 KEN RISK (FR) (11) M Pipe 51170.- _.GScppto(5)B 

2 OBDOB GRANDCRU(11) JCuteanfi flB D J Itesmgft {!) 

3 044MJ WILLOWS ROULETTE (25) A Kcttc 5 It 5 ,-BPomI 

4 PMC- CRWSWONCflffifT^GSJMrrtfiJljLAIrJTtaZtKlW 

5 5P-843 HEART (32) Wss H Krtgu 4 71 0. ...-J Power (7) 

6 332142 KAflfCLSGH SOY (42) (SF) RfrnsiS 10 V Jftoat 

7 -52357 SPARKLING BUCK (42) N tyfa 5 « 5 GHxmoy 

S OK0J 0WETM0HariS(a»P»tepfiy4»4. — 

9 50B23 SPBST LEVEL (11) (O J RtoynaS til 

V OOOOP SPLASH OF BLAXQffffl 5) S Kraft B VO UShenad 

-10 declared - 

Mammweig/t 10a. TwetonScapm^SpbO)0IB)0iErvy9aX>. 
BETTING: 51 Karictolgh Boy, 7-8 Ken Rtok, 51 Heart, Chdet Moment, 
152 Sporiding But*. 7-1 SpW Le»rt 51 WJflofw RoutoOs. 14-l«ftsrs 



52 54 


tW 51 51 51 


b I2T93 AMLAH (USA) (21) P Hods 5 V 12 RFamW 

7 T1-5U4 WAYWARD KING (31) R Hodges 5 T) 12 TDemmbe 

-7 factored - 

BETTING: 54 Northern SBiBghL 7-2 Stately Horne, 9-2 Around Trie Gate, 
13-2 GStter We. AmWi, 151 Koa'a Praratea, 351 Wayward King 

Q-fiftl gold card handicap hurdle 

(Q UWJF1ER ) (CLASS B) £7,000 2m 6f 

1 F0-PF2 BUCKHOUSE BOY (B) 0 Mdttoon 7 n 10. _RJohmon 

2 m» OANJMG (F233) M Ppe 5 71 8 - .. C Maude B 

3 10135 JET RULES (20) Ms J Ptaren 7 11 4 RFbnSHB 

4 1U65 HARBOUR ISLAND (288) M Pipe 5 HD — MrGB8oti(5) 

5 20&12 IVOfTS HITTTB1 (20) fD) D BSwotfi 8 C 12 A Procter 

8 IP 63 SPIUNG MARATHON (27) Mto N EtitfeH 7 O B P HoOey 

7 21P C3 EAU DE COLOGNE oq(8P) Me LDctBtta 5 C9 

SophtoWcrirtp) 

8 20454? OLYMPIAN (41) (tl) J Nwte ID ® B LHarrayB. 

9 20234 StfiUFT (20) J l-Sts 6 O 7_ BFarBOn 1 

O ®51 WNE OTIffiSn 5) A HobOS 3 06 - 

ti /31-21 NONE ST1HRH3 (23) (D) J GSkrri 7 i0 0 Ptttto 

12 FSnP- AMAZON EXPRSS (4)0) (D) P Barren BOO — -HoiidU 

13 2D30- MUTANASSffl (288) M Rpe 4 OO CDratwrofT) 

14 PP005I POtdBUNQ (60Z) M Pipe 7 TO 0 JHuat(7)V 

Mrenum lOst Amatoi E«press 9a 9to*tetafBssa>W 86. Pondennp5«3ii 
BETTING: 51 Gftipig. 51 Surttesese Boy. Ivor's Hotter, 51 Guide 
Cologne, Olympian, Mne 0 Three, None Stored, 151 oThora 


RTnHl uord stalbridge handicap chase 

[O.UU (CLASS B) £10JKW added 3m If 110yds 

1 42P2-1 SUNLEY BAY (3^ (CD) P Mdwte T II O ItoRNutofl 

2 13FM UNTON ROCKS (21) PMdwtoBTM A Johnson 

3 17130 DANGER BABY (ZJ) (D) P Boot 7 Tl 2 CUrodeB 

4 1I-F1J3 JULTARA (13) (BF) I Warns B 1) tl - ^—RFWM 

5 1LS34 FOOLS BIRAND (2B) (CD) G Baring 7 ID 8 B Fenton 

6 351 WU BRAVE HiGHLANt£R (21) (O JGftit18i06 Pffida | 

7 -Q5P3 0EAURS>Aff£ ( 16 ) (D) R Aha g t) 3 PHoOay I 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Linton Rocks, 51 Suntoy Bey, 7-2 Jutteta, 51 Danger 
Baity. 51 Boaurepabe, 151 Foote Errand. Brtve HgUeoder 

(Toni PARKERS CATERERS NOVICE HAND- 
J,JU I ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m 

1 234F6- MRQARCY (270)(BF) MRpe5nn C Maude 

2 4-334 MILFORD SOUND (20) PHaObs 4 tl 7 L Harvey 

3 554 CABALLUS (USA) (22) Ms J Pitman 4 11 4. .RFtarert 

4 SFfiO- FABULOUS MTOTO (F147) M Saundere 7 11 3 J»Hda 

5 2P-533 WEUDN ARSBiAL ft5) KSkhapSft 7 R Johnson 

fi 35-085 RIW FOR C0V8I (37) Mre P Dutfitad 5 11 0 PHoOay 

7 ww imamvBtvmp0OOBnU35vtLSafttamm0i 

8 008 NEGATIVE EQUITY (22) A Tijmefl 5 t) Q .CRee(7) 

9 4653 GALAC1A (25) RAIner5 0 12 „N Wtenk^ten 17) 

0 AI0P5 DORMY THRS (F221) R Hodges 7 n 3 TDaecambe 

71 .5654 tANDRA (F31) C ftjpham 5 D 3 RGreaiw 

72 FOO-4P CATEMPOflB) (BF) GMcCou17 700 A Bates (5) 

73 C63« SONG OF KENDA (52) B R WtoHn 5 O 0 D8afee(5) 

MFPS253 B£T WILTSHIRE (18) POwnnga 5 «0 B Fenton 

-Mdedared- 

UUmm. t£fct CafBmpo ssr lOlo, Song 01 Serrte « m Nastore 9a £& 
BETTING: 51 MMord Sound. 52 Mr Darcy, 152 VMtonAnenei, 51 C5 
britae. Getocta. llandra, 151 Utocfitorg Express, 151 othere 


finch nos atortfBODbti ptaa r.2,3 
C-CcratH-WtoromT-tta 


See Mere BustoessM-l 12-1 151 161 


SrooraBtouM 51 14-1 20-1 6-1 
Mtatoril 351 351 551 451 


Each ray flChfBoat&ptoxs 1,Z3 
C-Cori H-WfariHIL-tataDtefiT-'bB 


Follow Brad’s advice 
and plunge on Bay 


The former National Hunt jockey Steve 
Smith Ecdes (right) gives a runner-by 
runner analysis of Boxing Day’s King 
George. VI Chase. 



Barton Bank: Aged 11 but as 
tough as old boots and not 
disgraced behind One Man 
at Wetherby and Suny Bay in 
the Hennessy. He is up 
against them both in this con- 
test and there is no reason to 
suggest he can beat them. 

Challenger Do Luc Steps up 
to three miles after three de- 
feats over two and a half on 
stiff tracks like Cheltenham. 
Sure to appear late on the 
scene as he needs to be held 
up, but it remains to be seen 
whether he can produce the 
necessary turn of fooL 

Djeddah: Gallic raider who 
showed promise last season 
but out of sorts this term. 

One Man: Attempting to 
emulate Desert Orchid's 
achievement of three con- 
secutive King Georges, and 
who is to say that he will not? 
He showed he is at his for- 
midable best by winning at 
Wetherby and Huntingdon 
and is the one they all have 
to beat A worthy favourite. 

Rough Quest: Ran a blind- 
er on his seasonal reappear- 
ance behind The Grey Monk 
at Haydock. and will strip fit- 
ter this time. However, I 
can see him being outpaced 
over the final three fences. 


See More Business: Progres- 
sive horse who won Chep- 
stow's Rehearsal Chase in 
style, but Kempton may prove 
too sharp for a horse who 
thrives on a galloping track. 

Senor El Betrutti: Has won 
the Murphy’s and Tripleprint 
Gold Cups this season, bowl- 
ing along in front and jump- 
ing like a bunny rabbit He 
steps up in distance and class 
but will run well if the 
ground is not loo soft. 

Sony Bay: The Hennessy 
Gold Cup hero is the mount 
of my old pal Graham 
Bradley, who has likened him 
to Gold Cup winner Bre- 
gawn. If Brad's judgement is 
right, as it usually is, Suny Bay 
has an excellent chance of 
completing a hat-trick. 

Yorkshire Gale: Won last 
lime out but will be hard 
pressed to repeat (hat here. 


Conclusion: It is going to be a 
grey day, and Graham 
Bradley can crown a magnif- 
icent year by lowering the 
colours of One Man with 
SUNY BAY. Given decent 
ground, a third grey, Senor Hi 
Betrutti. will run a big race, 
while Challenger Du Luc may 
reward each-way backers. 


DOUBLE ENGAGEMENTS 


The following horses are doubly 
engaged on Boxing Day. Each 
horse will run at their second 
preference meeting only if their 
first preference is abandoned. 

Firel preference 

Second 

Ainbleside 3.317 Newton Abbot 

2_55 Kempton 

CotUfte Craft 1145 Wetherby 

2115 Market Rasco 
Don’t Tell Tom I JO Huruuigdco 

3J5 Hereford 


Ham ATEges 


Lime Siren Bines 


Farftduice 


‘Rabins Pride 


The Brener 


1.15 Wrthcrbv 

JJSAyr 
155 Kcmplon 
U 5 Wuihcrby 
I JiJ Huntingdon 
235 Herefnaf 
335 Marti:! Rosen 
3JS VfcUierfiy 
155 Newton Ahboi 
1 .00 Market Rasea 
3 JO Newton Abbot 
IJO Wit>ctin ion 
lJOSedgeficId 

1.00 Market Risen 

J JO Huntingdon 
135 Hereford 
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22/FOOTBALL 


PREMIERSHIP HALF-TERM REPOR 


assess the performances 


With the League campaign having reached the half-way point. Independent writers asse v ^ 
of the 20 teams so far, while Football Correspondent Glenn Moore offers a finishing or er 



. — 1.?I..MAN..UNIIED 2nd CHELSEA 3 r d BLAC KBU RN 


Teddy Sheringhanfe penal- ***>=& 
ties are dreadful and Ryan 
Giggs' crosses can suggest 
he has donned the wrong ^ V££*. gK 

highfy sponsored boots, -m 

but we are talking degrees 
of perfection here. Not 
since Liverpool in the Sev- 
enties and Eghties has a team looked so com- 
fortable with their ability. 

Nfae points better off than they were this time 
last season, Alex Ferguson's assertion that the 
Premiership does not start irrt§ January 1 1s ring- 
ing a kttie hoGow as everyone else thinks the race 
is all but over by Christmas. To paraphrase the 
United manager, it wfil take a collapse of Devon 
Loch proportions to stop them now. 

The key to tie team is not so much their at- 
tacking threat although heaven knows they have 
enough, but their solkfity. When do Denis Irwin, 
Henning Berg, the Nevilles and Nicky Butt have 
bad matches? Hardly ever and they hoW 
things together when the party pieces up front 
do not come off. Titles are won with 1-0 wins 
against Southampton. 

Star pupil: Peter SchmeicheL 
Must do better How? 


In another year the grotnd 

will be finished, the team are 

even closer. Both already 4 

tantalise with potential. Ken 

B^bs deserves credit for the 

ground - though he could 

net resist his unnecessary at- 

tack on Matthew Hart&ng - 

and Ruud GulSt for the team, notably how he has 

instilled the squad system in a dub of stars. 

They may have lost too many games to win 
the league, usually with flat away days, but they 
are a cup threat in Europe and at home The side 
are attractive to watch but have displayed the 
necessary edge when ruffled. 

Among the highly priced imports some young 
talent has been given its chance with Nick Crit- 
! tenden the sixth English teenager to play un- 
; der Gullit 

The FA Cup meeting with Manchester Unit- 
ed is a titanic gama Chelsea are well capable 
of beating United over one match, had Gusta- 
vo Poyet not been injured they would push them 
dose over the long haul too. 

Star pupil:- Dan Petrescu. 

Must do better: Until November Zola, De Goey 
and Le Saux under par, but all now in form. 





6th NEWCASTLE UTD 


Just like last season, when fe&te, 

they thrashed Manchester « Kw* 

Urirted 5-0 to October, New- 
castle look to have peaked 
prematurely once again. Jlgfl I 
The September beating of 
Barcelona steady seems a 
distant memory. The con- 
querors of the Catalans have been playing true 
to their present station: a middie order Pre- 
miership team. 

The absence of Alan Shearer has had 
much to do with the middling state of affairs 
at St James' Park. Since Faustino Asprfllab 
stomach injury, and subsequent struggle to 
regain match fitness, Newcastle have played 
like a team without a focal point Their defence 
! has looked less suspect when the inspirational 
Stuart Pearce and the assured Alessandro 
Pistone have been fit to play; Newcastle^ 
form dipped markedly when both were out 
injured. 

A fit Shearer and a late charge like last sea- 
son's wiQ be required to put the Magpies in the 
frame for a Uefa Cup place 
Star pupil: Alessandro Pistone 
Must do better: Jon Dahl Tomas son 


7th LEEDS UNITED 


The transformation of Leeds 

has taken everyone per- 

haps hcftJc&Tg George Gra- <£ <r ' "V ^ 

ham, by surprise. The ■ p? ^ I 

manager^ determination to ^ > r J 

offload the high-earning low 

achievers he inherited from 

Howard WIkinson - initially 

seen as vindictiveness - has been vindicated. 

Suddenly it was Graham's team and one 
which, despite the evidence of Stamford Bridge, 
actually tries to win games rather than making 
0-0 their sole aim. While Nigel Martyn has been 
patchy in goal by last seasons standards, the 
rejeuve nation of Rod Wallace and a midfield no 
longer staffed by defenders have more than com- 
pensated. The Australian teenager Harry Keweli 
has been a real find toq his moWty hefo'mg dan- 
gerous counter-attacking options. 

Graham knows, however, that spirit and or- 
ganisation can take them only so far. To become 
genuine contenders, they still need two or three 
“special players', as he puts it But the arrival 
of highly paid stars could jeopardise present 
camaraderie 

Star pupils: Lucas Radebe, Harry Keweli. 
Must do better: David Robertson. 


8th DERBY COUNTY 


Generally formidable , ’ 

at their new home. 
often feeble away, 

Derby’s overall per- 

formance to date must . v 

nevertheless have ex- • 
ceeded expectations. 

For such a polyglot team, brimming with Esto- 
nians and Scots, Costa Ricans and Croats, 
Danes and Jamaicans, they have gelled sur- 
prisingly quickly. 

Moreover, they have maintained upward mo- 
bility (it is only 18 months smee a surprising pro- 
motion) despite being without defensive linchpin 
Igor Stimac for long periods Although the strik- 
ers. Paolo Wane hope and Dean Stumdge, have 
done well, one wickedly unpredictable and the 
other with pace to bum. the pivotal figure has 
been Francesco Baiano. 

Many dubs use a clever, mobie forward 'n “the 
hole". Few perform there as well as Baiano, Jm 
Smith's recruit from Fkxentina. With Leicester^ 
resflence. especially when defending a lead away, 
they would be a fair bet for Europe, but then their 
East Midlands rivals do not have their panache. 
Star pupils: Pado Wanchope, Francesco Baiano. 
Must do better: Darryl Powell Jonathan Hunt 


11th WIMBLEDON 


VI 'j? 'ity? 

mi£/ 


This time last year they T- 
were 20-odd games un- g 

beaten and dreaming of -T ,- -v : ' 
Wembley and Europe. 

They are still performing y. ';$*/. 

creditably, especially in 

comparison to such 

aileged giants as Everton 

and Spurs, but there is now a shadow oveF 

the club. 

The Norwegian investment and further ru- 
mours of a move to Dublin, have left manag- 
er Joe Kinnear uncertain of his position and 
the fans fearful of the future. At least there now 
appears a dialogue with Merton Council but 
much is shrouded in doubt One wonders rf Kin- 
near is keeping an eye on events at White Hart 
Lane. 

On the pitch injuries, and the loss of Oyvind 
Leon hard sen. have weakened the side but the 
emergence of Carl Cort has provided a counter- 
balance. Robbie Earle has been preoccupied 
with Jamaica but with a World Cup in his sights, 
may recover his best form to give the club a 
timely lift 

Star pupil: Carl Cort 
Must do better Robbie Earle. 


12th TOTTENHAM 


Jurgen is back and, sud- 

deniy, there is a rosy hue }(%j& 

over White Hart Lane. One 

manmaketh notateambut «L7 

Tottenham have better 

players than their position 

indicates and Klinsmann pr a 

should be the catalyst to 

steer them away from relegation It is not just 

his quality as his application which should be 

influential. 

In 1977 Tottenham's team included Glenn 
Hoddle, Steve Perryman and Pat Jennings but 
they were not too good to go down Neither, 
unless they are prepared to marry perspiration 
with inspiration, are the present side 

Darren Andertorfs return from injury is also 
rnportant as Christian Gross at t empt s to reverse 
the tendency to fell away in tire second half 
through intensive training KlfasmannS pre- 
paredness to work on his game should set the 
right example If David Ginola is prepared to 
follow suit the early belief that he may be part 
of the solution not the problem, should be 
justified. 

Star pupils: Sol Campbell David Ginola. 
Must do better Everyone else 


13th LEICESTER CITY 




The fixture computer dealt /ZsTeJFS. 
Leicester such an arduous vV 

start (their first four games /j vA 

were against members of C 
last season's top five) that \s •$/ 

they ccnid easfly hare been 
bottom come autumn In- 
stead they were looking 
down on many more expensively constructed 
sides as Martfa OTMeffl recited his mantra: "Thatb 
another three ports towards avoklng relegation" 
Despite a lack of genufae quafity they remain 
the division's hardest-working team. Few oth- 
ers would have equalised in stoppage time as 
they did against Crystal Palace this month. Of 
course it is not ail graft: Matt Elliott, barely a 
year after graduating from Oxford, is the most 
rugged and refined of centre-backs, while 
Muzzy Izzet is blossoming into a midfielder with 
quick feet and a sharp brain 

But there have been signs of late that a rather 
cre-dmerisiorial style has been nrnbted. And how 
long before O’Neill the brightest manager of his 
generation tires of the bargain basement and 
takes on a Tottenham or an Everton? 

Star pupils: Matt Elliott, Muzzy Izzet 
Must do better: Steve Claridge, Rob Savage. 


16th EVERTON 


17th SHEFFIELD WED I I 18th COVENTRY CITY 


Where do you begin to /*“— A 

put things right? Howard 

Kendall is one of the great / .«v \ 

Everton managers and he f J||f J 

does not seem to know 

and, short of a vast amount 

of money that does not 

seem to be forthcomfag, 

the prospects are Weak. 

So-so players have been bought instead of 
true quality, partly because the Les Ferdinands 
of this world would not touch the perpetually 
troubled dub 

The end product is a midfield which cannot 
create and a strike-force that cannot score and 
the team’s only redeeming quafity is their abil- 
ity to fight which is admirable in Barnsley, but 
lamentable for a dub of Evertonb piestige. 

Kendall says there are some good youngsters 
within Goodsoa the most forward of which is 
Danny Cadamarteri. and the future is bright. But 
that does not help the present Alan Hansen fa- 
mously said you do not win titles with kids; with 
luck Everton will not get the chance to prove him 
wrong in the First Division next season. 

Star pupil: Gary Speed 
Must do better: Duncan Fferguson. 


What a difference one .. -.. .. 

man makes. Or does :.y7 7 
he? On the face of it r“- ' . 

David has been ecSpsed . . - 
by the Goliath person- ' , 

ality of Ron Atkinson - \ 

but erstwhile manager ~ 

Pleat always said they would be a different team 
with a captain and a centre-forward 

Trying to assess Wednesday is like trying to 
work out whether Pleat was a victim of his own 
decisions or bad timing. Good or bad they can 
move seamlessly between extremes and it is 
entirely rn keeping with tries' character that they 
should foSow four wins with successive defeats. 

Pado Di Canio is the embedment of their ot- 
predctabflity. A lethal goalscorer one moment 
an over-elaborate squanderer of possession the 
next he both inspres and infuriates. Whether 
he and Benito Carbone can thrive in the same 
team is a problem Atkinson has to deal with. 

They might win the FA Cup, they could get 
relegated but you can hardly accuse Wednes- 
day of being boring. No dub is when Big Rot 
is around 

Star pupil: Paolo Di Canto 
Must do better: Paolo Di Canto 


:v ‘-il ii ,T .' 

■m 


.•i^GTEAIl. lU® 


Each summer, when others c „avtw CfTr 

scan the new fixtures to see 

; who they play first Sky ’'*■*■? ^ 

Blues fans instinctively look . * 1 

i to the last game. This time. 

I ntrigufogly, itis Everton away. ; 
Notwithsfancfing an escape ^73^ 

act honed to perfection .f^or&uii-u® 
over three decades, there are signs that this re- 
ally could be the year Coventry take the drop 
CrueBy for Gordon Strachaa injury has 
robbed him of Gary McAlister's class and lead- 
ership just as games with Manchester United, 
Chelsea, Arsenal et a! are looming. The sign- 
ing of George Boateng, from Feyenoord, and 
the return of Noel Whelan should help tide them 

over until the captains return, but by February 
the damage could be done. 

Despite having the beleaguered Geoffrey 
Robhson as a benefactor, a succession of man- 
agers at Highfield Road have recruited on the 
cheap. The acquisition of McAfister, Whelan and 
Dion Dublin bucked the trend but they still have- 
too many journeymen. Giving Strachan a con- 
tract unta 2002 was also tempting fate. 

Star pupil: Gary McAllister. 

Must do better John Safaka 


r> 



^ Sth ARS ENAh 

4th LiyERPO,0_L 


Not many managers could 
sell £l3m worth of defend- 
ers and end up with a bet- 
ter team, but Roy Hodgson ' 
has managed it and Black- 
bum have every reason 
for optimism in 1998. “We 
feel we are going to win 
every time we go the pitch. '" Stuart Ripley says 

They usually da too, thanks to solidity rather 
i than extravagant flair and it will take a talented 
side to finish above them this season. Unfortu- 
nately for Hodgson a very good team hoW a four- 
point advantage that is unlikely to be eroded 

The only criticism you can level at Hodgson 
is that he night have bought too hastty because 
he has brought seven players to Ewood and 
only Stephane Henchoz turns out regularly for 
the first team. It takes a strong personality to 
realise your errors, however, and the new man- 
ager is certainly that 

Second place in the Premiership is within their 
capacities and who knows, the FA Cup. Just 
the former would make it a splendid return for 
a manager in his first season. 

Star pupil: Stuart Ripley. 

Must do better: Garry FRtcroft 




Most teams, with the ar- 

g uable exception of Man- h /J 

Chester United, are iiijvsyocs-f 

invariably two players short 'v'lTX-T" 

of where they want to be By Up j J fig 

signing Paul Ince and Karl- 

heinz Riedte, Liverpool must 'fetaSE? 

have thought they had 

found the missing finks. It has proved an etxef- 

cise in self-delusion, for it left the weaknesses 

in goal and in central defence unaddressed. 

Ince has failed in any case, to have quite 
the anticipated impact; the Kop awaits more 
meaningful signs of his commitment than the- 
atrically kissing the badge With his suspension, 
running parallel to a ban on Robbie Fbwler and 
home humiliations by Barnsley and United it was 
not surprising that Roy Evans’ job was agam 
the subject of dark speculation. 

Consistency remains elusive: one cannot 
help but wonder what Steve McManaman might 
be achieving irtder Messrs Ferguson and Kidd 
Sti. Evans' move for Brad Friedei shows an aware- 
ness of the problems, and Michael Owenis im- 
pact at barety ia has been a real bonus. 

Star pupils: Michael Owen, Jamie Redknapp. 
Must do better: David James, Paul Ince 


When they took up tem- 
porary tenure of the Pre- 
miershipfe top flat m ea/ty 

autumn it was fashionable ■ 

to see Arsenal as Mah- 
chester Uretedfc ’most sen- ^ 
ous challengers Ian Wright ^ ....... 

was setting records, Den- 

nis Ber&arrp setting new standardsapd 

Vifengerfe remodeted side s^tngtiTedw^ 

Asthe nights grew longer, hp weve ^ t S 
ssnalfc sick fist and the dfeopOna ry point | 
and in November les “ 

A seriously under-strength first-team 
rudely exposed by the absences 
Vieira and Petit - white the ever-perverse- 
Wright managed to go missing despite 
rig in the side. Now. even wrth the agrm 
sente es back, the north Londoners have 
to re-establish their earty momentum. - ... . 
For all his summer activity Wenger .has ngt 
. u .LhortQ and few recerit our- 


chases appear ready to push for fifaffetim: 
places, which only makes the sate of P&efcMet'- 
son ad the more questionable. ; >>; 

Star pupil: Bergkamp. ■ * “ Y 

Must do belter: Wright and Overmars^.,;. 


9th WEST HAM UTD 




Happy at home, hopeless 
away. West HamS wflefly er- 
ratic form mirrors that of 
Leeds' last season. It is a 
dilemma Harry Redknapp ^ 
must resolve if the Ham- 
mers are to achieve a fin- 
ish in the top haff of the 
Premiership, which has become a realistic goal 
for them. 

Fortress Upton Park certainly possesses in 
John Hartson and Paul Kitson - shrewd pur- 
chases both - fearsome forward power white 
the dub's back fine of the precocious Rio Fer- 
dinand, lan Pearce and David Unsworth - the 
youngest in the elite - is steadily growing in 
stature. 

Eyal Berkovitch is the player who makes the 
Hammers tick, however, and the little Israelis 
purchase from Southampton in the close 
season shows that Redknapp now has a 
shrewd eye for a bargain Yet the nagging doubt 
remains that West Ham need another couple 
of additions to the squad before they can trav- 
el in style. 

Star pupils: Hartson and Berkovitch. 

Must do better Steve Lomas. 



14th SOUTHAMPTON | | 15th CRYSTAL PALACE 


While a good season for <?">) 

Southampton is one in 

which they avoid relegation, 

their manager Dave Jones gsgi|, 

arrived in the summer with 

higher expectations. The 

half-term situation sees 

both Saints and Jones ^*25135^^ 

making slow progress. 

An injury crisis, combined with some typi- 
cally abysmal defending, saw Saints at the bot- 
tom after two months, but some inspired, even 
brave, purchases by the budget-restrained 
Jones (of Carlton Palmer and David Hirst) paid 
oft and a late autumn rally appeared to signal 
a renaissance at The Dell 

But whie Palmer and First added experience 
to a side with powerful attacking potential 
(Kevin Davies and EgH Ostenstad), too often the 
distracted natures of some (Matt Le Ussier) and 
incompetence of several others (most of the de- 
fenders) have cost the Saints dear. If signs of a 
tighter back four turn into a more tangible im- 
penetrability. the annual spring struggle may yet 
be avoided. 

Star pupils: Kevin Davies, Paul Jones . 

Must do better Matt Le Tissier. 


Considering they were 
everyone’s favourites for 
relegation, Palace will be 
more than satisfied with J 
13th place at this stage. A ' ' v.'Ji 
Earning promotion via the 
play-offs meant that Steve 
Coppell had less time to ^**Bssiu*r 
strengthen his squad fa the summer than oth- 
er Premiership managers. The rebuilding work 
has continued through the season and .has not 
been helped by several injuries. 

Nel Shipperfey. who faitiaJly lost his place, has 
surprised many with his good form of late, but 
Palace have lacked penetration in attack when 
Bruce Dyer has been injured. Coppell wOl also 
be hoping that his Italians, Attilio Lombardo and 
Michele Padovano, recover fitness quickly 

WeU organised at the back. Palace hare.de; 
fended wen as a team and have been at their 
best when counter-attacking. Eighteen of their 
21 points have been won in away matches -ortv 
Cheisea have earned more from their travels - 
but wrth 11 of their last 19 matches at Setfmst 

If y A to ® ur ^ val wiil be their homafomn 
Star pupil: Andy Roberts. 

Must do better: Yitzak Zohar 


19th BOLTON W’ERS 


20TH BA RNSLEY 




Nothing illustrates the gap 

between the First Division jT*'.' * 

and the Premiership better &e|| p \\ 

than Bolton. Cavaliers last I— ILr^ 1 

year with XX) League goals. • 

they have become skin- 

ffints, scoring and concede ' 

ing M goals, by tar the 

fewest. 

Getting walloped week after week two 
bas not avowed players to shed fa. 
hibitiOTS. the experience still looms large in their 

Nevertheless this team of roundheads has 

“■i « teast Scott Sellars, who 4 3 Ns 
the age of the inside-forward. Now ann™ i 
ing the speed of Pat Crerand n l PP ? h ' 

-sssks ssir? 

SSK5— 

Only if the relegation batti« bar k 
are we likely to see Bnitnn fMi h f?« been Won - 

Must do better Dean Holdsworth. 


Be canefii with your cteams. 
^rn^itcometruaAcen- 

tory of craving to be in the 

top dwision was satisfied last 
May and realty has Iram- 

pl^dthe idyll ever since. 

Their fans say they re- 

^^but a better (Xjrnparfeon^-WP 
team theynn lr®- 
unSre the masters they haweincft® 
of practice or the youth produc^rt ^ 
1997 Nerf Recffeam ^ had ihesoW 
imnn r0n owned midfteWers would ® 

To ?' 6 ^ emula!e ' A stron 9 tacklerata#'. 
eiohf miff he scored 19 times last seasoaaS: 
S Ym,f tlme f a struggling team. . • ' Tf 

eoatw. ff 0 * ima S ine Barnsley escaping fffi 
g^ttatone result wi sustain cS| 

can f 5 P0lntment Liverpool 0, Bamstajwi. W 

|an e ndu a , ot ^ m ^ 

M„« P rt Up " : Nei1 Rsdfeam. ■ : jS 

do better: Gorgi Hristov. '■ r£ 




fe* Glenn Moore, PhJ Sha^“| 
Jimnn-nSson. Paul Newman, MtttlMl' ;. w 


Simon Ti imk « « ™ Newman, MatiTwiOT, ' 
_ u mbull Andrew Mfartin and NWcWaBftj 


v ‘T’pcrtK 

:o ruv both 

qfj S633C R iTT fAIH 
r will SC* PM* 
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My father’s exclamation on a holy day justified booking for blasphemy 


One of the things on which old 
British footballers are in agree- 
ment is that today’s heroes have got 
no cause to complain about the 
restrictions imposed on them at 
Christmas. 

They remember 11am Idck-offs 


home from Wiles," he said. “Teams 
travelled by rail in those days and 
there was only a skeleton service over 
the holiday period." 

Finally getting to bed in the ear- 
ly hours, the team had to play again 
that afternoon. “I don’t remember 


derby matches over Christmas 
meant that teams covered hundreds 
of miles to play each other twice in 
24 hours. Some of the results 
seemed ridiculous, too. Walloped at 
home; victors away. 

On Boring Day 1963, less than 


on Ch ri s tm as morning; long, jolting bow things went at Swansea but I sbr months before defeating Preston 


* =- 

-- ~ - — r^-sss* 


journeys on steam trains to fulfil Box- 
ing Day fixtures; the draughty wait- 
ing rooms of deserted stations, 
nursing injuries in beatless carriages; 
dry, curled up sandwiches. Happy 
Christmas- they bad to be kidding. 

George Cohen, who turned out 
for England in the 2966 World Cup 
final, recalls travelling back from 
Swansea on Christmas Day with Ful- 
ham. “You can fly as far as Los 
Angeles in the time it toed; us to get 


haven’t forgotten the journey.” Co- 
hen, now a property dealer in Kent, 
said. “We were stuck at Bridgeod for 
six hours with nothing to eat or drink, 
trying to fan some warmth from a 
miserable ooal fire in the waiting 
room. I looked at Johnny Haynes, 
who was then captain of England, 
and thought the whole thing was 
bloody ridiculous.” 

Witless administration that had 
yet to see the sense of arranging 



bade of the directors' box, Totten- 
ham’s manager. Bill Nicholson, 
heard a reporter declare that a dub 
with such poor parking facilities de- 
served to be in the Second Division. 


among anecdotes concerns a nor- 
mally abstemious winger whose 


i-aipr Sir Stanley, who went on to be- 
come an autocratic secretary of the 


North End in the FA Cup final. West 
Ham lost 8-2 at home to Blackburn 
Rovers. TWo days later, showing one _ _ _ v _ 

change, Eddie Bovingtan for Mar- \ F NJ T (J PvJ F x 
tin Peters, they won 3-1 at Blackburn. i WiNLJ 

Peters would play a significant role 

in England’s World Cup victory but West Ham on Boring Day 1958, their 
the turnaround against Blackburn second over a congested Christmas 
cost him an FA Cup-winner’s medal, programme, made relegation a 
through being unable to regain his serious possibility just two seasons 


1 reminded Nicholson of this morning, fearful of being found 
many years later. “1 was angry be- out, he begged not to be given the 
cause it was such a stupid remark, " ball. When his centre in the final 
be said, “but those Christmas results minute led to an own goal that won 
proved that we were in real trouble, the match, still unable to distinguish 


equilibrium was greatly affected by Football Association and president 
the drinks he was persuaded to take of Fifia, the game s ruling body. In 
on Christmas Eve. On the field next Rous's view my father’s exclamation 
morning, fearful of being found of “Jesus Christ'’ on a holy day jus- 
out, he begged not to be given the tified booking for blasphemy, 
ball When his centre in the final • The sound of supporters tramp- 

minute led to an own goal that won ing to matches on Christmas Day 


Something bad to be done.” cleady between his own team and 

Relegation was avoided but not the opposition, he trotted over and 
before Nicholson took the sensa- congratulated the culprit. A punch, 
tionaJ step of leaving out Danny unseen by the referee, left him flat- 


tbe still unable to distinguish morning has longgone from Eng l ish 
clearly between his own and football- The majority today are as- 


the opposition, he trotted over and tonisbfid to hear of it happening. As 
congratulated the culprit. A punch, fear the players, the worst they can ex- 


pect is a training session and travel 
in luxury buses. Pressure, strain, ab- 
sence from their families? Forget it 
They should have been around 30 


place until the following season. 
Ibttenham's 4-1 home loss to 


before they became the first mod- 
em Double winners. Sitting at the 


Blanchflower,who spent a month in tened in the back of the net in luxury buses, nessure, strain, ao- 

the reserves. Cautions were rare in those days seoce from their families ! Forget it. 

Old players speak not only of but swearing in the earshot of ref- They should have been around 30 
chaotic Christmas arrangements erees on Christmas Day was not ad- years ago, when the bonus was two 
but some lively souls who turned out visable, as my father learned in a pounds for a win and a pound for a 
with hang overs. A personal favourite match controlled by Stanley Rous, draw; the rent money. 


draw: the rent money. 


Conference remains 
to confound Sir John 


V - 


\m*<- ■ 
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- 'Of 





: 'i \- 


r. 


Sir John Hall may not be 
bowled over by the 
i i format governing 

Continental dub rugby, 
but the Newcastle 
tycoon'll opinions clearly 
carry little weight where 
it matters most- in the 
boardroom of European 
Rugby Cup Ltd. 

As Oiris Hewett reports, 
the decision to run both 
European competitions 
again next season means 
Sir John will have to put 
up or shut up. 


European rugby is either man- 
. : .. T- * 118 fro® heaven or a sharp toe- 
- : J poke in' the bank account, 

- : - depending on the tournament 

... \-CJ. in which a club finds itself com- 

- J peting. Qualify for the 
•"'•-Z .'i Heineken Cop and you guar- 
^ amee yourself at least six weeks 

'■ ‘ of glitzy, glamorous and gen- 
~ " erally lucrative exposure. Slum 

' It in the European Conference 

-- • ■/'*■ and you can kiss a fond farewell 

" 7^ to a month and a half of Pre- 
■ miership or top league action 

- ■ .v take on humungous 

attractions like Padova, Fanil 
v . Constanta and the Dutch 

■ national team instead. 

Gub rugby m the northern 

hemisphere so favours the haves 

over the have-nots that it is 

sometlmg of ashock to discover 
. \j- that the directors of ERC Ltd, 

the organising body of the two 
p existing cross-border touma- 
r meats, do not include Baroness 

Thatcher among their number. 
There have been moans and 
’ whinges about the unfairness of 

t I it alL, but. as a result of last Fri- 
day's get-together in Dublin, the 
competitions wiD proceed next 
year along broadly die same 
.. ..... -r : lines as this season. 

- r 7'-- : The news will not please 

; .. r . v-is ■ those English chibs who have 

been bellyaching about their 


:• sit- 


lack of meaningful rugby dur- 
ing the recent domestic hiatus, 
although they will presumably 
be more than happy to hitch a 
ride on the Heineken gravy 
train should they happen to be 
in the top four of the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership come the 
middle of May. A number of 
big-spending rides - Newcastle, 
Saracens, Richmond -declared 
themselves thoroughly cheesed 
off with backwater life in the im- 
sponsored second-string Con- 
ference competition, to the 
extent that Sir John Hall, self- 
styled king of the Geordies, 
called for its abolition even as 
his side were battling away in 
last Saturday's semi-final 
against Agra. No chance of that, 
it seems. The 12-strong ERC 
board have given the green 
light to another 32-team Con- 
ference next season and if New- 
castle fail to nake the Heineken 
cut, they wiH be involved. Un- 
less, of course, Sir John takes his 
bail home and scratches from 
the tournament, a move that 
would leave his side with no one 
at all to play against, not even 
the Dutch. 

Only two significant changes 
have been made to the compe- 
tition formats. The Heineken. 
in which home and away pool 
games will be played in two 
blocks to allow for a fortnight 
of World Cup qualifying activ- 
ity, will not feature a quarter- 
final play-off phase; die last 
eight will feature the five win- 
ners of the four-team groups 
plus the three best runners-up. 
The Conference, meanwhile, 
will contain only a dozen French 
teams- there were 16 this sea- 
son - and that creates space for 
four fledgling national sides. 
Germany, the Netherlands, Ro- 
mania, Spain and Fbrtugal are 
among the possible starters. 

Meanwhile Gloucester, one 
of England’s more enthusiastic 
Conference competitors, were 
busy on the transfer front yes- 
terday. The West Countrymen 


were expected to complete the j 
si gnin g of Brian Johnson, the : 

England A wing who captains ! 
the Airny and scored 27 league ; 
and cup tries for Newbury last 1 
season, and were simultaneous- • 
ly pushing hard for the services ; 
of Steve Ojomoh, the former ; 

England loose forward transfer- ; 
listed by Bath earlier this month. ! 

Johnson, whose pace made ; 

him a target for a number of I Jimmy Johnson, the Miami Dolphins coach, reacts to a. controversial call that went against 
Premiership dubs, was thought j his team on a two-point conversion late in Monday nightk game against the New Eng- 
to have agreed a professional ; land Patriots. Miami lost the match 14-12, a result that gave the Patriots the AFC East 
deal under which his military ca- ■ tide. They now play host to the Dolphins in next wee Ids wild card game Photograph: AP 


> 


or 


to have agreed a professional : land Patriots. Miami lost tin 
deal under which bis military ca- ; tide. They now play host to 

reer could be kept on hold. Qjo- ; 

moh. meanwhile, was being j irav c*rnc 
pursued as a natural back-row i RUG B Y LEAGU E 
replacement for Ed Pearce, ; _ . - 

who undergoes groin surgery ; 5 CtllvflOI*pB 
next month and will not return ] • m — , . . 

until mid-April. joins saints 

Saracens, the Premiership ■ - , « 

leaders, go into their important TOP 1*600 fU I 0 G 
Boxing Day match with Leices- ; 

ter at Vicarage Road without : Paul Sculthorpe, the 20-year- 
Richard H3J, their versatile [ old Great Britain loose forward, 
England back-rower. Hill is ■ became the most expensive 
suffering from a hamstring in- i forward in (he game when he 
jury so Alex Bennett, a signing : sealed his £370,000 move to 
from OrrelL. completes the I Saint Helens yesterday, 
breakaway trio alongside j Saints agreed to pay 
Francois Pienaar and Tony : £300,000 in cash and part with 
Diprose. ■ the £70,000-rated Welsh in- 

Wasps have two England ; ternalional forward Chris Mor- 
internationals, Will Green and ley to Whrrington ro complete 
Simon Shaw, back in their tight ; the transfer, 
five for Saturday's visit to : St Helens already possess the 

Northampton while Bath also • costliest back in Paul Newlove 


CRJCKET 


New Zealand power through 
to semi-final against England 


Simon Shaw, back in their tight ; the transfer, 
five for Saturday's visit to : St Helens already possess the 
Northampton while Bath also • costliest back in Paul Newlove 
make changes for their awkward : - he joined them in a £500,000 
trip to Sale. Jon Callard, whose : casb-pius-players deal two years 


five penalties guided the club to 
victory over Pau in last week- 
end’s Heineken Cup semi-final, 
gives way to Matt Perry at full- 
back while Mike Catt moves to 
centre to allow the transfer-list- 
ed Richard Butland a run at 
stand-off. Up front, John Mal- 
lett replaces Victor Ubogu on 
die tight head and Brian Cusack 
replaces German Uanes in the 
second row. 

# The former International 
Rugby Board secretary, Keith 
Rowlands, has been appointed 
chief executive for the 1999 
World Cup. 


ago - and exceeded the 
£250.000 Leeds paid Wigan for 
EUery Hanley in 1991 to land 
Sculthorpe. 

The Saints coach, Shaun 
McRae, said: “At the moment, 
for his age, you have got to say 
he is one of the best players in 
the world." 

Oldham have paid an undis- 
closed fee to Rochdale to sign 
their former captain Neil Fla- 
nagan, 27. a scrum-half who also 
played for Huddersfield. David 
Mycoe and Alex Thompson 
have left Sheffield after failing 
to agree terms with the club. 


The England women's team 
will face New Zealand in their 
World Cup semi-final in Madras 
on Boxing Day after the Kiwis 
made a mess of Irish hopes of 
a place in the last four. The New 
Zealanders overran Ireland by 
139 runs in Bombay yesterday. 

New Zealand, who won the 
loss and elected to bat. were giv- 
en a solid start by their open- 
ers, Debbie Hockley, who 
scored 70, and Emily Drumm, 
who made 60. 

They put on 121 and. in the 
event, the Kiwis could have 
stopped there. They went on to 
make 244 for 3 from their 50 
overs and then restricted Ireland 
to 105 for 9 off theirs. 

The difference between the 
sides was as dear in the field as 
it was at the crease. The Irish 
bowlers contributed 21 wides to 
an extras tally of 35. but the New 
Zealanders fielded brilliantly, 
throwing themselves around in 
their determination to put pres- 
sure on the Irish batting. Only 
three of the Irish made double 
figures, Adele Spence top-scor- 
ing with 18 runs off 35 balls. 

Australia, the only team to 
beat England so far in the 
tournament, play India in the 


other semi-final in Gauhati 
today. 

Norn Zenbna won loss 
NEW ZEALAND 

D HocUey c McOornU b SMbigton 70 


E Dnmm bw Beggs 

S Fnfo Ibw McDonted 

60 

33 


.32 


14 

Extras 6b 6ta 2lw mb) 

35 

total (for 3, 50 over*) 244 

FWt 1-121 2-175, 326 

Did not bat K Browa K RameL tR Rofc, S 
MacLauchan, C Mchobon C CampbeL 
Sowfing: McDonald 30-0-51 -t; OTteE 0-2- 
360; Spence THJ-51-O: GraalBy 20-6-0: 
Beggs 2MM7-1; ShHngtan 8033-1 

IRELAND 


C Beggs c Rote b Mchobon 

1 

14 

*M &satey c Dnmm b Brown . 
N State c Hockley b Ftamel — 
C OTJg* tru Brown. — 

9 

16 

-5 





C ShBngton nn out 

7 Stoytes nor out 

0 

Extras («b 6w3nb) 

20 


not (bra, SO own) 105 

Wt 1-1 2-25. 3-25, 4-35, 5-57. 6-5a 7-67. 
B-7Q a-71 

BOMflng: Withers B-2-W-v. McKbtoon 7-4- 
0-1: Brown 9-5-12-2: Campbei B-2-TSO; 
McLaucttao 6-3-15-1 ; Ramel 60362: Hw*- 
iey4-2-frO 

Now Zealand bMt Intend by 138 runs. 

•Graham Napier, the Essex all- 
rounder, produced a fine spell of 
in-swing bowling in Port Eliza- 
beth to take four wickets in 15 
balls and lead England Under-19 
to victory by 47 runs over South 
African Schools, who collapsed 
from 190 for 4 to 221 all out. 


; SPORTING DIGEST 

. MOTOR. RACING 

China ready for FI grand prix 


China amid stage a Formula 
One grand prix next year at a 
new track in the southern city 
of Zhuhai, according to re- 
ports in Hong Kong. 

The reports indicate that the 
circuit is one of two reserve 
venues ‘for the 1998 World 
Championship if either Belgium 
or Portugal should lose their 


races. Kyalami, in South Africa, 
is the other track on stand-by. 

“We are ready to hold a For- 
mula One race and the circuit 
is up to standard. AH the facil- 
ities are ready We are very op- 
timistic about our chances," 
Joe Lim Hun-beng, a director 
of the Zhuhai Circuit, told the 
South China Mamin g Post. 


Basketball 

NBA: Utah m Abarta 99 Chartotta Bi Tren- 
to 7a New Yor* 79 Dalas 67. New Joreey 
99 Orlando B8. Detroft 96 PMadBfcrta B2. 
Lb Lakers 9« Houston B3. Wtertnjion TO 
kawattoe 79, Phoenix 91 GoicKfi State 76 
Saeramemo 89 M i nnesota 7a 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
A HmttelNvMm 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Get mixing! 

IN A J&B RARE MIX KIT 




How do you mfec your social We? 
; PerhWo you're into rock and Opera 
or football and arc plteriM? 
Accortflnrtoa European survey by 

S Ranc Brits are best in &upp? “ 

E their socU Be to die M often 

mbanuflinen, stopping and dubbing 
aB to the ante day,. 

9556” e# 1 Whom 'would 
think nothfagef cote to 
a restaurant playing 

sport, taldt\r a trip to the 

country and visiting an 
art gallery In a angle 


tog thdr soefa! activities 
to their spate time. Erfts 
a«o kne to mix their 
style. They dress to 
impress - combining 
tom street with designer. 

if anyone understands 

about mbdng. In IBS Rare - one of 

Europe^ ferourite premium 


Enjoyed in a king 
ty of ice and Gins 


toeandGtogirAe. hstheper- 


fecr way to start any evening. 

Wo have teamed up with JAB Rare to 
after » readers die Aance to w«i a 
Rare itox kit and K)0 runners-up a 
[SB Rare mWamre and can of Gs^- 
W The Idc Includes a styfeH 
watch, a fleece to wear for 

Rare mhdature and m canof 

Ginger Ale to stfemdace the 
taste buds. 

To enter this compentlon dfal 
the number below, answer the 
following question on Bne vid 
leave your name and full 
address. 7 and also S Mfoig 


Q: What percentage of I 
Britons Bee to mix their sotoaf UeZ 

Call 0930 525224 
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L 

PCT 

ffl 

Miami 

17 

8 

880 

- 

Orlando 


It 

333 

2 

New'fork 

._■« 

11 

JS33 

2 

New Jersey — 


n 

560 

3 

vVBSfungioa 

...u 

u 

500 

4*a 

Boston — 


12 

500 

4'a 

PhBedatpfos 

..._6 

■0 

3ao 

11 

Central DMsfon 






W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

AUanta ... 

-19 

8 

.704 

- 

Indiana 

—.17 

B 

880 

1 

Chicago — 

...16 

9 

840 

2 



B 

640 

2 

Chartotta. 

...» 

9 

£40 

2 

Detroit 13 


464 

S’/* 

HOwaukse 12 

» 

482 

6 1 !* 

Toronto. 

—3 

34 

.ffl 

16 
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W 

L 

PCT 

GB 


. 16 

X> 

815 

w 

Houston 

...W 

9 

609 

’o 

Sail Antonio 

...15 

« 

600 

•a 

Mmesota 

— 77 

M 

440 

4'a 

Vancouver 

....ta 

17 

370 

S’a 

Dal las 

—5 

21 

.102 

11 

Denver — 

—2 

22 

063 

13 

Pacific Division 






W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

Seattle 

._21 

5 

808 

- 

LA Lakers 

-21 

6 

.778 

«a 

Phoenix. 

-.16 

8 

667 

4 

Porttand 

...» 

10 

583 

6 

Sacramento 

...» 

17 

37D 

11'» 

Golden State — 

—.5 

■B 

208 

15 

LA Ckppera — 

— 5 

22 

-185 

Itaa 


Crib oxt 50p per mkwte « ffin83 - J[S!^^^app^ ,, E*^* ca,on,sfinBl 
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ShaquSe O'Neal. Itie LA AB-Star cen- 
ter, will be out for at least two more 
weeks after a haWne fraenre to tos 
right wrist O'Neal, who has already 
nxssed five weeks with a strained ab- 
domtoal muscle, suffered his latest in- 
jury about two weeks ago when he 
was pisxrtig a heavy hag. ONeel has 
missed 17 games because of the ab- 
dominal tojixy. 

Boxing 

bnanS Satoshi flda knocked down 
Thailand's Yokthai Srth Oar in the first 


roind and went on to take away Ws 
World Bcodna Association juitor ban- 
tamweight tree by a unanimous deci- 
sion to Nagoya yesterday . 

Cycling 

Dermark has appted id host the open- 
ing stages of the 2002 Tour de France 
cycle raca Sports Fund Denmark said 
yesterday That it had formally written 
Co the Tour de France organisers of- 
famg to enter negotiations on stag- 
ing me opening sieges of the classic 
race in Denmark in the summer of 
2002. Stages from Copenhagen over 
me new Great Belt waterway sus- 
pension bridge and down throu^i the 
Jutland peninsula to Hamburg, north 
Germany, where (he cydsts cocid be 
transported to Franca are envisaged 
as possible scenarios. There are over 
three m®on eyefists in Denmark. 

Football 

The former Moths rwel player. Steve 
Kirk, has been appointed new man- 
ager of Scottish League Second Di- 
veton side East Fife. The 34-year-old 
leaves his post as youth development 
officer at neighbours Raith to return 
to the dub where he started his play- 
ing career in 19F7R Kirk replaces Jm- 
my Bone, who left the dub earlar this 
month 

Golf 

Ian Baker-Fnch. the former Open 
winner, was fined yesterday over Ns 
decision to dsquaJf y himself from a 
tournament last Thursday. Baker- 
Finch was playing his first four-round 
professional tournament since walk- 
rig out of this years Open after a ds- 
astrous opening round. He failed to 
complete the ninth hole in the Cooiun 
Classic after hitting two shots into a 
water hazani Although he played the 
next nine he taflea to hand to a com- 
pleted card. The Australasian PGA 
fcirt drector of operations. Trevor 
Harden, would not disclose the detafe 
of the fine or any other disdpfinary 
measures- Baker-Finch was atoo be- 
feved to haw been sanctioned for an 
obscene gesnre at a cameraman 
Baker- Finch, who won the Open at 
Royal Brkdale in S9i has been n a 
deep form slump for almost four 
years. 


Hockey 

GREAT BRITAIN PLAYERS TO ATTEND 
A WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT CAMP (to 
Barcdona and Terraasa between 2326 
January: S Wright and R WAer (ORon ‘fcr- 
raquesn L Beevon (Leeesteh, L Wooding 
(Ckefrnsfcydl f Palmer (CoIwalL K Walsh 
and A Bishop (Highicvm). H Richardson 
iSherwoodl D Barnes (Portfehead) and A 


in Australia. The Sheffield coach, 
John Kear, said: *We offered them 
both the same contract as last year, 
and with fhe new salary cap ws can- 
not extend it They felt they could not 
accept (xr offer and have left the 


Gofdsmkli (ftJterbomugfiL A wit Bams 
(Penartfi) L Williams (Hampstead 4 West- 
minster) S Thomas and Z Tucker 
(Swaraeal S Nutting and t Thamissen 


and E Rochfin (Glasgow Yfeewn) KSratti 
[MenziesMf) J Wilson (BP). L CarroQ and 
C Valentine (Bonegrass Grove) 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Deo an 4 Boston 2. Montreal 3 Ed- 
monton 3 (or). Ottawa -i Ny Idanders L Tsn>- 
pa Bay 2 Si Lous 2 loft Lew Angeles 1 
civeago Q Anaham 5 Calgary l 

Ice skating 

kina Slutskaya, the European cham- 
pion, has claimed the final place on 
the Russian Olympic figure akattog 
ream. Slutskaya. T9, was gfven a sec- 
ond chance after a poor showing at 
the Ftossian national champtonsrips. 
She placed only fourth, fi nishing be- 
hind Yelena Sokolova. But Russian af- 
fidais decided to make a final selection 
after the Championship Series finals 
last weetend. Slutskaya again finished 
fourth to Munch but skated wefi in the 
free programme to beef Sotofcwa, who 
was fifth, for toe last Olympic berth. 

Rugby League 

Shaun Irwin the former Great Britain 

centre, has been appototed Feather- 

stone captain after stonfru a new one- 

ygar contract with me first Division 

club 

Oldham have paid an mdisetosed tee 
to neighbour Rochdale to sign their 
former captain Ne& Flanagan, 27. a 
scrum-hart who also played for Hud- 
dersfield. 

Long-serving players David Mycoe and 
Alex Thompson have left Sheffield af- 
ter taBtog to agree terms wtth the club. 
Mycoe jorea the Eagles to 1989 and 
played 188 times for the club, but fur- 
ther appearances were Smiled twpe- 

Britain* Und^??^ ^ *Thompson 

tween spefewitoiNwicastle Knights 


Tennis 

The American Mary Joe Fernandez 
has dropped out of the Australian 
Open because of a wrist Injury, ac- 
cordng to the tournament organisers. 
Fernandez, who is ranked No It in 
the world, has twice been runner-up 
to the womens stogies at the Aus- 
traSan Open, losing to Steffi Graf in 
1990 and Monica Seles to te9a Graf 
and Seles, who have won eight Aus- 
tralian titles between them, are both 
expected to appear in the Open. It 
will be Graffe first Grand Slam since 
last yearfc French Open. 

Speed skating 
The Russian Speed Skating Federa- 
tion said yesterday th£« it had appealed 
against a passtole Ito ban on the sister 
Svetlana Fettofktoa, who had refused 
an out-of -com petition dope test In 
Canada. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of mobile 
phones and pagers that 
spectators at the forth- 
coming Winter Olympic 
Games to Nagano wi be 
akMed to carry (to prevent 
distractions h events such 
as figure skattog). Also on 
a list of 19 banned items 
are weapons and animals. 


BOXING DAY FIX TURE GUID E 

Football 

X0 unless stated 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

AiMfOri v LMcmIbt (12A) - 

Mon VUa v fottanham (8.0) — 

Botton vBamtoay (12J) , - niwth;CtoMdonv' 

: Chatstn v Wbnbkfoon (12.0) 

' Crystal ftefe c e v Sout ham pton (120) - 

Darby v NawcaxUQ — 

UvorpotX v Lawrt* 

M a nc ht Mt wUterEwBrIon. — — 

BhaffloM Wad v Bfeokbwn 

West Item v Coventry (116) — 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RRST DIVISION 

Charlton v Norwich (12.0) 

Craara v Manehaater City — 

Huddaraflatei v MMdtasbnxigh 

Ipswteh v Btoningham — 

Notengtiam Fonm v Swindon . 

Portsmouth v Quaan's Park Rangar* _ 

RaxSns v Mast B ro navich (12.0) — — 

Stockport v Port Vato 

Stoka v ShaffMd Uttf 

Sundartondv Bradford C8y 

Tramnara v Bury r 

Wolves V Oxford Utd UHLSPORT UNITE 

SECOND DIVISION Pmnkr OMokw: 

(12l0) 

Brenttofd v Southend (12.0) l !* JET . SU ^ X , t ? 







UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Pindar fflvWoo: Eyneebury v St Neats 
tnO: EtanAxd v Mntaas BtockaKne 
UNUETSUSSEXOOUNTYLEAfiUEnratDt- 
tWocAinri vUrflBrempWi (tiO: BueBas 
HI v Hasaorks IttO); Pagham v Sony (fiH 
WINSTONLEAD KBtt LEAGUE Fliat DM* 
aloa: Hytfe v fialntona hdete (HSt 
SCREWttX DETECT LEAGUE Prarriar DM- 
rione BkJatani v BwratapiB 


WateaU v Bristol Rovers — __ 

Wrexham vWl [jan (12.0) .._■■■ 

Wycombe* Watford (1 JO) 

ytarkvQrimaby — 

THIRD DIVISION 

Barnet v Peterborough (12.0) 

Brighton v Coichestar (1JI) 

Cambridge Utd v Layton Orient (12.0) 

CanMvExatar 

Darlington v Macdasfiald 

Doncaalar v ManafiHri 

Ha i U auool v Scarborough — 

Hull v Cheater 

Llncote v Re rirarh aa i . M — .... 

Hoch da la y Shrawabuty — - 

Scunthorpe v Notts County 

Ttirqoaf r Swansea (12.15) 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Chetianham vYfcovfl (1.0) ■ 

Dover v WafBng M 2 j 0 > 

Gataahaad v HaBtax PL0) 

Harbiasfbrd v Kattaring 

Hereford a Kktdarmktsfor (12b) 

laafc v Iblfotd 

Morac am ba v Southport — 

Northvricti v StBlybridga 

Rusbden v Stavanaga 

Slough v Hayes 

WoMng v Ramboroogh 






Bangcx 

LfAGUEOFWALE&AbaryatwythvRh^ad- 
ar (230): Caamertan v Pcrthnodog; Caenm 
v t&wwn (230): Camaaa Ihya Mon v Ban- 
gor C8y fiO|; nm v Comte 0«y tnfl). 
RwartadwMl v Bab* Wte 630); Rhyfv Can- 
uyt23Ct:W0VoodvT}SUavartm*ipM 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF BBAtOPl*. 
Oder DhWorc BohonVm v Deny City (36). 

Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PRQUERSH8* On« 
Saiacens v LBtcafltar pq. 

CLUB HATCH: West rtuHepod v Hanfe- 
pod Rovers (20) 

Rugby League 
FRtBiDur HATCHES: FarifawBre Rowra 
v WbtoiiBid TrWty (n30): Leeds v HaHax 
(TI3CS; Wlrpn v St Hetara (3Q. 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUK ShrifettSMam v Nottto&- 
ham Panthers (7301 

Basketball 

BUDWBSB1 LEAGUE: Leicester v London 
Leopards (3Q 


HOLIDAY FIXTURES AND POOLS GUIDE 


Booting Day Sunday Z8 December 

FA Carting Premiership FA Carling Premiership 

1 Arsenal v Leicester — 1 1 Barnsley v Derby 2 

2 BoBon v Barnsley .1 a Btaqkbun v Crystal Palace 1 

3 Chelsea vwmbtedon. 1 3 Coventry v Manchester Unrted.._..2 

4 Crystal Palace v Southampton ...X 4 Everton v Bolton 1 

5 0erbyvNawcasda 2 5 Leads v Aston Vila 1 

6 Liverpool v Leeds JC 6 Ufcestar v Sheffield Wed x 


7 Manchester Utd v Everton 1 

S Sheffield Wsd v Btekbun 2 

9 Wtest Ham v Coventry — .1 


7 IbHanham v Arsenal X 

8 Wknbtedon v Mast Ham 1 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 


Nationwide Football League 
on coupons): Aston First Division 

9 Btontogham v Tranmere ... 1 

>otball League « Bradfordvlkxtoe^ .1 

“ 11 Biry vCnawe .1 


10 Chariton v Norwich 1 12 ^ndtesfor Oty v fforim Forests 

11 Crewe v Manchester City.. JC « Mdttebrourft v Sfodqport 1 

ia » iu Wv*ft«hr rM^h 9 14 Oxford v Sunderland 2 

13 fpswich v Btontogham 2 IS FtarT Vaie v Wolves 2 

14 Nottingham Forest v Swindon ....1 18 OPR v Reading 1 

15 Portsmouth v OPR 1 17 Sheffield Utd v Chariton 1 

16 Reading vWast Bromwich 1 18 Swindon v foswfch 1 

17 Stockport v Port VWe... 1 ig vtesf Bhamwch v Sate X 

18 Stake v Sheffield Utd 2 

19 Sunderiand v Stafford City 1 Second Division 

20 Tranmere v Bury — 1 20 Blackpool v Wrexham 1 

21 Wolves v Oxford Utd 1 21 Bristol Rovers v Bounemouth ...X 

22 Chesterfield v writ 1 

Second Division 23 Fdham v Bristol City — X 

22 Bournemouth v Gftrgham..........1 24 Grimsby v Preston 1 

23 Brentford v Southend 1 25 MBwal v Luton .1 

24 Bristol City v MBwafl 1 26 Nort h amp t on v WafeaR — X 

25 Bixniey v Chesterfield 2 27 Oldham v Bumlay 1 

26 Garfeto v Blackpool X 28 Southend v Wycombe - 1 

27 Luton v Northampton 2 29 VlteHord v Plymouth 1 

28 Plymouth v fifoam 1 30 Wigan v Carfete 1 

29 Preston v Cfcfoam — 1 . 

30 WtatsaD v Bristol Rovers 1 Third Division 

31 Wraxttemv Wigan 1 31 Chester v Scunthorpe 1 

32 Wycombe vVWford) 2 32 Exeter v Torbay 1 

33 Ybrk v Grrnshy X 33 Layton Orient v Doncaster 1 

34 Macclesfield v Rochdale 1 

Third Division 35 Mansfield v Uncoin 2 

3* Barnet vFWBrtwnJSb JC 36 Notts Coutty v Hartlepool 1 

35 Cambridge Utd v Layton Orient X 37 Pelwbonwtfi v Brighton — 1 

36 Carcfeff v Exeter 1 38 Rotherham v HiJL.. — 1 

37 Dartngton v Macctesfield 1 39 Scarborough v Oarington 1 

38 Doncaster v Mansfield 2 Saturday Z7 Dccmber 

39 Hartfepoof v Scarborough — 1 ' j 

40 Hu! v Chester 1 BelTs Scottish League 

41 Lincoln v Rotherham X Premier Division 

42 Rochdale vShrewstwy 2 40 Aberdeen vMotherweB.- —X 

43 Scuithorpe v Notts County 2 41 Diaifemftia v Hates — 2 

44 Torquay v Swansea... - -1 42 Htoemian v K&namock 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): 43 Rangers v Djndee United 1 

Brighton v Colchester 44 St Jcfwstane v Cent: -X 


44 Torquay u Swansea... - -1 

Al so p laying (not on coupons): 

Brighton v Cotahester 

GM Vauxhall Conference 

45 Cheltenham v'Ybovi! — 1 

46 Dover v Waflng - 1 

47 Gateshead v Halifax JC 


First Division 

45 Afrdrie v St Mtoan 1 

48 Ayr v Morion 2 

47 Dundee v EaJkfck 1 


48 Hednesferd v Kettering 1 48 Hanrdtan v Partlck 1 

49 Leek v TeffonJ 1 49 sttohg v Raith _..X 

Pour draws: Lngrpool v loads UW- draws: Leicester v Sheffield 


Sty Wednesday Tottenham v Arsenal, 
LmcohvRteherham. Gateshead v Hal- ftothampton v Walsal. Aberdeen v 
•f»- MoewrweS 

HvwawyssBtecMxxnMdc to s bro ttfL ^ .... . 

Twi homes: Arsenal Chelsea, Man- Unco *' MaI0n 

Tbn homes: Blackbunv Leeds. Birm- 


tingham ForesL V 
Wanderers, Bristol Qt) 
ed.Hednestord.Laek. 


togham Bradford) Sheffield LKcL Swto- 
don, PaterboroutfL H a rr ian Rangers, 
Hamitan. 
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Tottenham tempted by early taste of Klinsmann 


The cash registers will be 
jangling merrily for a 
Boxing Day programme 
with a localised flavour. 
The lolly and the rivalry 
are all very well, but as 
Phil Shaw reports, the 
sideshow of a returning 
hero could well 
overshadow the main 
attractions at the 
Premiership summit. 

JuTgen Klinsmann will be able 
to exert a Christmas presence 
for Totte nham Hotspur after all- 
Alan Sugar, the Spurs chairman, 
yesterday received internation- 
al clearance from the I talian FA 
for his budget-priced si gning 
from Sampdoria, leaving the 
German captain free to make 
his second debut for the dub at 
Aston Villa on Boxing Day. 

Whether or not Klinsmann 
plays against Vila depends on 
whether Spurs' head coach, 
Christian Gross, considers he 
is match-fit. Gross may also be 
reluctant to change the side 
who beat Barnsley last week- 
end. while the master striker 
himself hinted that he might 
delay his comeback until Sun- 
day’s north London derby, say- 
ing: “I’ve never lost to Arsenal, 
so it will be good to play in that 
one." 

Klinsmann does not have 
happy memories of Villa Park- 
Three years ago next month, he 
was knocked out by a reckless 
challenge by the home goal- 
keeper, Mark Bosnich. The in- 
cident occurred within an hour 
of Eric Cantona's violent clash 
with a spectator at Crystal 
Palace, making it an evening 
that should perhaps be immor- 
talised as Kick-Boxing Day. 

The temptation to plunge 
Klinsmann into the fray could 
be increased by the news that 
Villa could be without flu vic- 
tims Gareth Southgate and 
Steve Staunton. Brian Little, the 
Villa manager, who has also 
been suffering from the virus, 
said: “It's a great move for 
Spurs. His arrival will really 
boost them, which well have to 
watch." 

Liverpool, having led Man- 
chester United by five points at 
the same stage last Christmas, 
go into their home match with 
Leeds 12 points adrift of the Old 
Trafford club. 

Recent form - apart from 
aberrations at home to Barns- 
ley and United - offers some en- 
couragement to Roy Evans. 
Liverpool have won the other 
six of the last eight matches. 
And since Tony Yeboab's won- 
drous winner of two and a half 
years ago, they have emerged 
victorious five times and drawn 
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Christian Gross, Tottenham 1 !! Swiss coach, presides over pre-Chistmas training yesterday in the knowledge that Jurgen Klinsmann is available to play on Boxing Day 


one of the six League and Cup 
games with Leeds by a margin 
of 16-0. 

Leeds, however, are un- 
beaten in seven, and the 
Scrooge-like tendencies for 
which George Graham's teams 
are renowned have delivered 
three consecutive clean sheets. 
The way they respond to the 
menace of Messrs McMana- 


man, Owen and Fowler will give 
a strong indication as to 
whether the spiteful display at 
Chelsea was a one-off or a 
taste of things to come. 

More than anyone with the 
possible exception of Liver- 
pool, Barnsley desperately need 
a point-laden Christmas. They 
have failed to build on their suc- 
cess at Airfield. prising a solitary 


point out of 12 and remaining 
rooted to the bottom. 

Danny Wilson s learn face a 
sell-out match at I7ih-placed 
Bolton knowing that fiirthcr de- 
fensive generosity could leave 
them trailing (heir opponents by 
nine points. History offers them 
Utile hope: Nottingham Forest, 
in last place 12 months back, 
were still there come May. 


For Evert on. fresh from 
their first away win in a year, the 
computer could scarcely have 
come up with a more unkind cut 
than a trip to the champions. Af- 
ter the victory at Leicester, 
Howard Kendall rejoiced in 
three clean sheets in a row. But 
Evert on need more than mere 
draws, and with two goals from 
six games, both penalties, look 


unlikely to trouble United un- 
duly. 

Blackburn’s rise from the rel- 
egation zone last December to 
second place today is a tribute 
to astute management, by 
“caretaker" Tony Parkes as well 
as Roy Hodgson. Rovers have 
reacted positively to their maul- 
ing in Manchester and will be 
confident of winning' at 


Sheffield Wednesday. After a 
bright start under Ron Atkin- 
son, Wednesday have reverted 
to the feebleness that cost 
David Pleat his job. 

Third-placed Chelsea re- 
ceive Wimbledon, who make a 
festive habit of dropping in on 
the neighbours and making off 
with the points. All in all. re- 
membering the altercation be- 


England move into top four in the world but Fifa downgrades other British sides 


England have jumped to fourth 
in the end-of-year world rank- 
ings issued by football's world 
governing body, fifa, yesterday, 
an improvement of eight places 
on 12 months ago. 

They finished top of their 
World- Cup qualifying group and 
ahead of Italy, who have also Mi- 
en behind England in the new 
rankings but moved up one place 
to ninth. Scotland, despite qual- 


ifying for France 98, have fallen 
from 29tb to 37th compared to 
this time last year, while their 
group opponents next summer, 
Brazil are stlD ranked as the best 
in the world. Germany are sec- 
ond and the Czech Republic two 
places higher in third 

The Republic of Ireland 
have gone down to 47th from 
36th; Northern Ireland have 
slumped from 64tb to 93rd and 


Wiles are 102nd after being 
80th last Christmas. Terry Ven- 
ables’ Australia have moved 
up 15 places to 35ih. 

Coventry City have signed 
Viorel Moldovan, on a four and 
a half year contract worth 
£4.2m. The Romanian interna- 
tional striker is due to join 
from the Swiss side Grasshop- 
per on 2 January. 

However, Everton have failed 


to convince Mickael Madar to 
join them from Deportivo La 
Coruna. The 29-year-old French 
international striker had been ex- 
pected to sign for the Goodison 
duh yesterday, but he will fly bade 
to Spain today to think further 
about the move. 

West Bromwich Albion will 
parade Denis Smith as their new 
manager at a press conference 
at The Hawthorns today. He has 


agreed a three-year contract to 
take over from Ray Harford. 

Crystal Palace have made a 
bid for Norwich’s Wfelsh Under- 
21 midfielder Craig Bellamy. 

Preston have dismissed re- 
ports that Ian Rush may replace 
Gary Peters as manager at 
Deepdale. The Newcastle strik- 
er said last week that this would 
be his last season in the top flight. 

Aberdeen's players are un- 


der pressure after the manag- 
er of the Scottish Premier's 
bottom dub, Alex Miller, said 
he would listen to offers for any 
of his squad except his goal- 
keeper, Jim Leighton, and the 
new recruit. Derek Whyte. 


WORLD RANKINGS (and 1986 in bnckala): 
1 Brazl (I) 7a4Spta; 2 Gwmany OH 8541: 3 
Czech RefxiAc (5) 802:4 England 053 6i2B; 
5 Mexico (Tl) 6080; 6 France (3) 8038: 7 ft»- 
m»*» (W) 6035: 8 Dsmart ® 5395: 9 Maly 
m 5856: 10 Cotomtn (4) 99*4 others: 37 
Scotland (29) 5Z27: 47 betand 0Q 4707; 93 
Nolhem Wand (64) 33®, UQMfata (8) 2066 


Photograph: PeteHjay , 


tween Ruud Gullit ancFVSnme 
Jones a couple of Chrittmases 
bade, it is not the reiturn to..! 
Stamford Bridge Chelsea might ' 
have wanted after the battle 
with Leeds, especially in view of 
their vulnerability against: at-' 
tackers wbo hustle and p1ay~at ' 
pace. 

Meanwhile, can' Boxing 
Day’s traditional knack of pro- 
ducing shock results trick Crys- 
tal Palace into winning before 
their own supporters? Apart 
from an “away”, fixture, with 
Wimbledon, they have nottak- . 
en three points at Sdhuxst Ru± 
since April 

The arrival of Southampton, 
albeit an improving farce now 
that David Hirst andTE&riton 
Palmer have taken sons^afthe 
strain off Matt Le Tissier/bffeis 
the best opportunity so for for 
a chorus of that seasonal 
favourite: “Oh what fun if is to 
see Palace win at homei- ^ T 
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Holyfield vetoes Lewis fight Happy ChrfetfndS 
because $ 25 m is not enough Bora 


18 19 0 



ACROSS 23 

I Birth and death of a 

backbiter? ( 10) 25 

6 Code name for fine linen 

(4) 26 

10 Intended building cafe in 
east (7) " 27 

I I Running off irregularly 

with sweetheart (7) * 28 

12 Still lesions, unfortunate- 
iv. round edses of ears 

ft) " 1 

13 Dads army food (5) 

14 True sound (5) 2 

15 Sight of glasses not quite 

fuTl(9) 3 

17 Boss breadman makes 
me a pastry (9) 

20 Couples in sandv courses 4 

IS) 

21 Grainless tropic isle? (5) 5 


Evander Holyfield has pulled 
out of his proposed undisput- 
ed world heavyweight title fight 
against Britain's Lennox Lewis 
because he is unhappy with the 
purse on offer. 

Don King. Holyfield's pro- 
moter. had reached a provi- 
sional agreement with 
representatives of Lewis, but the 
fight has been called off fol- 
lowing a meeting between Jim 
Thomas, a lawyer representing 
the American fighter, and Seth 
Abraham and Lou Dihella. of 
the cable television company 
Home Box Office. 

CRICKET 


Thomas said: *We could not 
come to an agreement and 
nothing is scheduled. HBO 
were unwilling to provide suf- 
ficient guarantees to assure the 
fighters of appropriate purses. 

“The deal on offer wouldn’t 
have allowed Holyfield to make 
as much as he did for ihe recent 
contest against Michael Moor- 
er. 1 tried as hard as I could to 
make this fight, hut i( was sim- 
ply not possible." 

The provisional agreement 
would have provided for purs- 
es of $25m (f 15.4m) for Holy- 
field and Si 2m for Lewis. 


However. King’s cut would have 
come out of Holyfield’s purse. 

Holyfield, the World Boxing 
Association and International 
Boxing Federation champion, 
may now defend the WBA ti- 
tle against Britain’s Homy Ak- 
inwande or some of the younger 
heavyweight contenders. 

Lewis, meanwhile, may now 
turn to a defence of his World 
Boxing Council title against ei- 
ther Shannon Briggs or the 
former undisputed world cham- 
pion, James M Buster" Douglas, 
who is making a comeback. 

- Ken Jones 
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Pibroch is wrong here. 7 
see! (9) 

Burden of having to iron 8 
after work (7) 
Long-time-no-see sort of 
bishop? (7) 9 

This playwright has influ- 
enced women (4) 14 

Ladies* magazine (6-4) 

DOWN 16 

Small, sprightly German 
eleven at home (5) 18 

Drink one at a time, as 
when winding up (9) 19 

American intern turns 
out to be an old hand 22 
(7.7) 

This hero uses the maze 24 
(?) 

Supervise poetry in Old 
English (7) 


French mate on board is 
out of order (5) 

Barred sections of Ore- 
gon, as a resettlement? 
(2-2^) 

One bearing inwards, 
say? (8,6) 

Returning standard bill 
with notes of debts is 
predatory (9) 

Voice of guerrilla, lot 
changed? (9) 

State of Mexico that is 
extremely hot (7) 
Positioned anew - as was 
Reading, reportedly (2-5) 
Browning's successful ex- 
aminee?^) 

American cannon that 
uses three balls (5) ' 


Selection panel backed beyond millennium 


England yesterday consolidated 
their approach to attempting to 
improve their international 
prospects by extending the con- 
tracts of their selection panel to 
the millennium. 

The chairman, David 
Gtavcncy, and selectors Graham 
Gooch and Mike Gatting. whose 
agreements with the England and 
Wiles Cricket Board were all due 
to end prior to the 1999 World 
Cup but have now been installed 
beyond that after a unanimous 
vote of confidence by England's 
Management Advisory Com- 
mittee at Lord's yesterday. 

It is a further indication of 
the ECB’s policy- to maintain 
continuity both within the in- 

CPuNuK-il K PuhicJiiflg IT.C. 

iMhans KnaJ Wjilnul 


lematinna! team and among the 
back-up personnel prior io the 
1999 World Cup in England. 

Separate squads for Tests 
and one-day internationals have 
already been identified with 
Adam Hollioakc underlining 
the wisdom of the policy by 
leading England to a spectacu- 
lar Champions’ Trophy success 
in Sharjah last weekend. 

The coach. David Lloyd, 
initially appointed at the start 
of the 1996 season, has also hud 
his contract extended beyond 
the World Cup. Physiotherapist 
Wiaync Morton and fitness con- 
sultant Dean Riddle complete 
England's back-room staff. 

“We are delighted with the 


progress we are making at in- 
ternational level, so it is quite 
right that we should recognise 
that progress by rewarding the 
selectors for their efforts," said 
Tim Lamb, the ECB's chief 
executive. 

Graveney and Gooch, whose 
current contracts were due to 
end in February 1999. have 
been reappointed fora further 
six months. 

Gooch is due to depart as 
manager of the A team touring 
Kenya and Sri Lanka on De- 
cember 29. Gatling, whose con- 
tract ran to February of next 
year, has been reappointed for 
a further two years and will 
coach the A team on the tour. 


- Bora, abandoned in the snow at 9 months, ; 
now has a new loving home this Christmas. ^ $ 

" As featured on the BBC News (Sunday) andthel I 
front page of this newspaper yesterday. -. ii i=i 

■^y.therearemat y children in Albania fori £ 
whom Christmas is just another day of misery; £ 

~ ai T.‘f J t0 providc war *a- loving homMfoti | 

more children before next Christmas. - • Jp 

need your^e® 

ould like to give a special present this ChristmST 

to children in Albania o£ ’ I'l 

i10 “ 5 *» MOO 1250 other. 
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